Review of the Persian Writing System 2:
Tajik(i) Persian

adapted from Tajiki Textbook and Reader: Second Edition (2003)

Tajiks began using an expanded adaptation of the Cyrillic script used in Russian in 1940
after an eleven-year experiment with the Roman alphabet. This means that by the end of
the twentieth century Téjiks had used a Cyrillic writing system for sixty years in their
1,100-year old tradition of writing and literature. That pre-1929 heritage appeared in an
adaptation of Arabic script. Téjiks share their heritage of pre-modern "Persian" writing
and literature with Farsi-speaking Iranians and Dari-speaking Afghans. Tjiks themselves
refer to their Perso-Arabic writing tradition as «anud6ou Huéron» [alphabet of the ancestors].

In the 1990s, publication of T4jiki writing in Perso-Arabic dramatically increased,
while legislation in Tajikistan called for replacing Cyrillic with Perso-Arabic script.
Regardless of the outcome of the call for a return to Perso-Arabic, Tajiki experts will
always need to read T4jiki materials in both scripts. This chapter offers a programmed,
essentially self-instructional guide to the Perso-Arabic writing system.

* %k k k %

§1. Perso-Arabic script consists of thirty-two letters and a handful of other symbols. Four
features of this alphabet and writing system are distinctive in comparison with the Cyrillic
writing system: (1) it is written from right to left; (2) it is basically cursive, most of the
letters joining in typescript to a subsequent letter in the same word; (3) many letters have
more than one shape; and (4) dots written above or below letter shapes often distinguish
one letter from another.

Here follow Perso-Arabic alphabet letters and other symbols, one-by-one, step-by-step,
in keyboarded forms in the context of words and sentences.

§2. The following combination of two letters is pronounced /ja/ [as in the English word
"jaw"] and is read from right to left: L_a = 1+_a <«@—. Most of the letters in the
Perso-Arabic alphabet, such as this letter —a called jim, which represents the sound /j/,
Jjoin in writing to the following letter of the same word.

The addition of another /ja/ combination to s produces /jaja/, which is written (a La .
Pronounce multisyllabic combinations and noun-adjective words with a stress or accent
on the last syllable, unless otherwise indicated. Seven letters in the Perso-Arabic alphabet,
among them the letter | in the foregoing two combinations, do not join in writing to a
following letter in the same word. The letter | is called alif and is pronounced /4/ [as in
the English word "jaw"] when written in the middle or at the end of a word. The addition
of another /j/ sound to s ls produces /jdjdj/, which is written: ¢ la s . <

Most of the letters in the Perso-Arabic alphabet have more than one letter shape.
For example, jim, the letter representing the sound /j/, has two shapes, one for the
beginning or the middle of the word (=) and a second for the end ofa word or for the
letter written by itself (). Some letters, such as the letter alif, which appears twice in the
combination lala and there represents the sound /4/, have only one shape. Here are four
combinations presented so far: zlals Lk .z .
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§3. The letter vAv, which can be pronounced /i/ [as in the English word "food"] or /ii/ [as
in German words spelled with "ii"], now substitutes for the letter alif in each of the
above combinations, producing /ji/, /jij/, etc. Except when noted in Cyrillic spelling (i.e.,
by «¥») accompanying Perso-Arabic items, pronounce vav as /ii/ in combinations and

words: T2 52 & ‘-—
[stream-yy]

Like the letter alif, viv has only one shape and does not join a following letter in the
same word. The seven letters in the Perso-Arabic alphabet which do not join in writing to
a following letter in the same word have only one letter shape.

§4. The letter ya is the new letter in the following combinations and there represents the
vowel sound /V/ [as in the English word "feet"]. From the right, the first three combinations

are /j1/, /jij/, and /jijV/: P

The letter ya has two shapes: — for initial-medial position and ¢ for final-independent
position. It also joins in writing to a following letter in the same word, as this combination
z=> shows. The letter ya can also represent the sound /e(y)/ in the middle or at the end
of a word. Pronounce ya as /i/ when it functions as a vowel in words in this chapter
unless accompanied by Cyrillic spelling featuring the letter «e».

§5. The letter mim represents the sound /m/ and is the new letter in these words:
[mim] asse [goblet] ‘aL; [wax] ass  [hairmy] s [werus] L. @4—

Like the letters jim and y4, mim has two letter shapes, —. and ¢ , and joins in writing to
the following letter in the same word.

§6. The letter called ta represents the sound /t/ [as in the English word "team"]. T4 has
two shapes: in initial or medial position it is written = ; in final or independent position
it is written . It also joins in writing to the next letter in the same word, as in the word
& 5 [berry], pronounced /tit/. Both the initial-medial and the final-independent shapes of
this letter have two dots over an elbow shape. The final-independent form of ti is about
three times as long as the initial-medial form and features the elbow shape at both ends.
The letter td appears in all of the following combinations with the five letters previously
learned (alif, jim, mim, viv, and yi):

. [complete, full]rl_'" cps . e erown] B L S [insidey] o5 [t G —
et [mulberry] o 95 . S == -saan LGS [covered bazaar] po . pss

A comparison of the initial-medial shape of td to the initial-medial shape of ya shows
that the two letters belong to the same "family" of letters, combining the elbow shape and
dots above or below it. Six letters combine this elbow shape with from one to three dots
above or below it.
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§7. The letter z4, which represents the sound /z/, is similar to the letter vav () in that

they both have a single curved shape () and do not join to the next letter in a word. The
letter z4 appears in these combinations:

[fast, sharp-Te3] 35 . Sl . 515 [tmble] jma . j4a . G4 . g0

§8. The letter sin represents the sound /s/, has two shapes, . and _. , and joins the next
letter in the same word. The letter sin appears in these words: <4—

[wire, silver]  asiu [Pyl yu gwula  [musical instrument] L .[Sam];tL..u .[Sara] |l

The final-independent shape of ., when compared to the final-independent shapes of £,

£, and ¢, reveals an important fact about letters with multiple shapes: most of them
have a larger or longer shape in final-independent position than in initial-medial position.
But Perso-Arabic script does not have "capital” letters at the beginning of words.

§9. The letter 1am represents the sound // [as in the English word "love"]. Lam has two

shapes: J and J, and joins with a subsequent letter in the same word, as these words
show:

[property] JL [dumb] J¥ [year] JLw  .[lemon] \,.A_.lJ 44—

The letter 1Am combines in a distinctive way with the letter alif. The word J¥ [dumb]
illustrates the initial 1am-alif combination; the combination M—_s , pronounced /mild/,
illustrates medial 1Am-alif.

§10. The letter td-yi 'arabi, which has only the single shape . and which joins to a
subsequent letter in the same word, represents the same /t/ sound as ta (<3). In a number
of cases, more than one letter represents a single sound, although such letters are not
usually interchangeable in spelling words. The letter ti-yi 'arabi appears in these words.

llength-tyn] Jsdo  .[parrot-Tymi] sk J[basin, bowl]  ulls 4

§11. The letter kaf, which has two shapes: < in initial-medial position and S in final-
independent position, represents the sound /k/ [as in the English word "cream"]. These
words illustrate the letter kAm:

[who?) S [palate; desire]a K< [goods] LS <4—
[vineyard]  ,I13S5 [vine] S [Tajik] Saals [whois..?] cauwaS

§12. The letter f4 has two shapes: & and s, joins in writing to the next letter in the
same word, and represents the sound /f/. It actually resembles the two shapes of the letter
td (=.3). But fa has a loop and a single dot above it, whereas ti combines the basic elbow
shape with two dots above. The letter 4, which can represent the sounds /(/ and /ii/ when
written in the middle or at the end of a word, should not be confused with initial-medial
fa ( —a3a), which has a dot above it and joins the next letter in the same word. Sometimes
the loops of mim, vév, and fa appear in keyboarded texts as circular dots with the loop
inked in. These words illustrate the letter fa:
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[film] alad [foot] & g8 4—
[Kaf] 1LY [elephant] Jas .[enough] 1L

§13. The three letters alif, viv, and ya can represent the vowel sounds &(w)/, /i/-/ii/, and
/i/-1e(y), respectively, when these letters appear in the middle or at the end of a word, as

in these examples. <4 —
.[enough] /kafi/ LS Jerown]  /14j/ b <4— /al
[spy]l /jasts/ ousala [mulberry] /fat/ o — A
who?] /ki/ P [movie]  /film/ alis €4— /¥

A fourth letter used to represent a vowel sound is hé, written s, which can represent the
vowel sound /a/ [as in the English word "fad"], but only as the last letter of a word. The
letter hd, pronounced /4/, appears in these words:

fbowl] /kisd/ 4wlS [tulip] /1ala/ dy -—-
The letter hi can also represent the sound /b/ [as in the English word "hot"] at the end of
a word, for example, in these words: 4——

[straw] /kah/s(S  [mountain-kyx] 89S .[black]/siyah/ slaww  .[moon, month] /mah/ s Ls

The letter hd at the end of a word usually represents the sound /4/ when the letter before
it is a consonant and the sound /h/ when the letter before it is a vowel. The letter hi is one
of a number of letters which can represent more than one sound.

§14. The symbol s whether it represents the sound /a/ or the sound /l/ is the final-independent
shape of a letter whose initial shape is—a and whose medial shape is . In its initial and
medial shapes the letter ha represents the sound /h/, as in these combinations:

dY - sle = g - Al - L E—
[tulip] [month] /mihi/ [fish] /hih&/
§15. A letter similar to 4 and  , insofar as it has only one letter shape and is not joined

in writing to a following letter in the same word, is s , called dil, which represents the
sound /d/. The letter dal appears in all of these words:

R = R S - d0 G9———

[profit] {he/she saw] [he/she/it was]  [smoke]

§16. A letter shaped exactly like sin () but taking three dots above it is shin, which
has the two shapes & and = and represents the sound /sh/ [as in the English word
"shoe"]. Shin appears in these words:

[urine] oala [mouse] i ¢s [happy] ul& [shah] L& @——
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§17. A letter shaped exactly like kaf (<<) and taking two lines over it is gaf, which has
the two shapes X and £ and represents the sound /g/ [as in the English word "g0"]. The
/g/ sound of g&f is pronounced clearly in every position gaf may occur in a word (just as
the letter Kaf for /k/); whereas in English, the sound /g/ is often only slightly pronounced
in syllable-final and word-final positions. The letter gaf appears in these words:

Jg—uh;—wﬁ—@s—bgbg—bgF

/gaf/ [calf-rycona] [cherryrenoc] [bewildered] [from time to time] [time]

§18. A letter shaped exactly like jim (z=), but taking three dots below it, is che, which
has the two shapes o and # represents the sound /ch/ [as in the English word "church"].
It appears in these words: <4

[whatisit?] <cawsa  [thing] jua  [what?) s [well] sl
§19. A letter shaped exactly like t4 (-.3) and ya (=) in their initial-medial shapes is
niin, which exhibits one dot above its two shapes — and _, and which represents the
sound /n/. Each of these letters, t4, yd, and niin, has a distinctive final-independent
shape: ti (=), ya ( ), and niin (,5). The letter niéin appears in the following words:

LGl - plaald - G - Gndbe Guile - e @i - oL —al €

[ignorant, ignorance]  [happy] [breast, chest] [car] [half] [bread] [name]

§20. All of the letters in the Perso-Arabic alphabet are considered primarily to present
consonant sounds. However, the kinds of words illustrated thus far demonstrate that the
three letters alif, vv, and y, when not the first letter of a word, may represent, respectively,
the vowel sounds /&/, /4/-/ii/, and /i/-/e(y)/. And when the letter hi is the last letter of a
word, it often represents the vowel sound /4/.

If a word begins with the vowel sound /4/, /i/-/i/, or /i/-/e(y)/—except in the case of
Arabic loanwords beginning with the letter ‘ayn followed by one of these three sounds
(as described below)—, it is written as follows:

[Asia] /asiya/ o] [free] /azad/ T 44— T =1+ a/
[he/she, him/her-y] 3 — sl= g+ -
[bus stop] NS [this] /in/ ol —— =+ ey -/

<> When the letter alif begins a word, it is considered a consonantal pause called a glottal
stop before the word's first sound. Thus, the word L7, pronounced /'asiy4/, begins with
an alif written horizontally representing /'/ followed by a second alif written vertically,
representing the vowel sound /4/.

skyl  oylasad [there] La T [they, those] ~ LgaT [that] ] @——

= When the letter vdv begins a written word, it represents a /v/ sound, as in these words:
[vitamin] Oaaliag [visa] 8528 [valley] sy ¢—
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= When the letter y4 begins a written word, it represents a /y/ sound, as in these words:

L b Ll 4—

for-¢g] .[memory] .[Greek]

= The letter vav in the middle or at the end of a word can represent /i, /ii/, /v/, /u/. For

example:
[profit] CYA ds=u  .[smoke] yn s — Ay
.[mouse] Myl Oh g0 [spy] qocyc o gl
[friend]  A¥CT  =ewugs  [he/she] ¥y 5 — i/
[short] KyTOX  oligS  [ear] rym SasS
cow) roB & [valley] BOM sy 44— N/
[you-1] Ty 5o [two] oy » ¢ N

= The letter ya in the middle or at the end of a word can represent /i/, /e(y)/, /y/, or /ay/
[between the vowel sound in the words "sigh" and "say"]. For example:

[What is it?] UMCT  Cawuna  [table] Mu3 Sue @— /i
[waist middle] MUEH obia [black] CHEX oy
.[no(t), nothing] Xey oy ) J[fast, sharp]  Te3 g <4 /e(y)
[he/she/itis not]  HeCT IV Jwe build] MECO3eM  au Lwns
[Asian] /asiyayt  OCUEM Lol [tea] Yoi sl 44— JVy
.[he/she] Bait X} [when?] Kaif uS «— /ay/
§21. Read these sentences.
Baii Toyuk. [He/she is Tajik.] Saali gy N
OHX0 TOYMK. [They are Tjik.] Saals LTy
¥ mog Hecr. [He/she is not happy.] st sl 41y
Mo TouMK HecTeM. [We are not Tajik.] PULVWFL L WFEN & PR
Mo aycrem. [We are friend(s).] ‘t._a:u.u RN PR

Yoii UH 40 HeCT.
Bait kuct?

Ox unct?

[There is no tea here.]
[Who is he/she?]

[What is that?]
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§22. Use of alif in front of vév, y4, or another alif is not the only way to represent the
sound /0/, /ii/, //, /e(y)/, or /4/ at the beginning of a word. The letter ‘ayn, which has four
shapes, ¢ g2—< , also serves this function. The letter ‘ayn represents a glottal stop, which
can precede cited vowel sounds at the beginning of a word. For example, the following
words begin with one of the above vowel sounds:
il gle Md/ aae ray e
[ivory-ou] [holiday-1n] .[excellent, supreme - omnii]

Wherever the letter ‘ayn appears in a word, it signals a pause or break in the flow of
sounds. For example, the word « s iy [Shi‘ite Muslim], is pronounced /shi’i/. Another
form of the same word is « s », pronounced /shi’a/.

§23. Remaining letters in the Perso-Arabic alphabet are mainly "family" members of
already introduced letter types. Their distinguishing features relate mostly to the number
and placement of dots associated with their shapes.

§24. Three other letters share with td (.3), néin (=), and ya (=) asimilar initial-medial
shape. They are ba, pa, and si.

shapes sound name
final-independent initial-medial

- = o/ <4— ba

- -~ p/ «4— pa

& 3 /s/ 4 i

Final-independent shapes of these three letters are also similar to that of ti (), whereas
the other two members of this family of six letters, nun () and y (), have distinctive
final-independent shapes. The letters b4, pd, and si (which represents the same sound as

sin) appear in these words; <
[apple-ce6] o [grandmother] e [bank] Sal
Ljeep] e [end, down-moén] ob LJ [leg] LJ
[legacy-mepoc] Sl ya [second (of time)-connsa] 4asls [(the) second] UG

§25. The jim family of letters has four members. Jim itself (z=) and che (g=) have
already been described. The other two members are: ha-yi hutti and kha:

shapes @————— sound @——— letter-name

final- initial-
independent medial
C = /h/ hi-yi hutti
£ A kb khi

Ha-yi hutti (x=) is one of two letters used to represent the sound /h/. The other is ha-yi
havvaz («_¢a), which can also represent the sound /4/ at the end of a word. Although
both of these /h/ letters are called ha, their full names distinguish them from each other:
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ha-yi huttiand hi-yi havvaz. The letter kha (&) represents a sound between /h/ and /k/
that is foreign to speakers of English. This sound is like "ch" in German or Scottish
words such as "nicht” and "loch." Speakers of English need to practice pronouncing kha
to avoid mistakenly pronouncing /h/ or /k/ instead. The following words illustrate the

letters ha-yi hutti (=) and kha (x2): <4—
c':__.u: - T — eale -~ - a — US L - sS&a - ) L - Ja
[nail-mex] [kabob skewer] [structure] [good, well] [khaki] [dirt, dust] [Haji] [condition]
§26.In some common words, such a the following, which feature the letter vav ( ;) after
the letter khd (), the vav is unpronounced, but always written.

X0HO Lilga — Xem _iysd — XOCT wawulgd — X006 g @—
[readable] [relative, self] [will, wish] [sleep, dream]

§27. The letter khi (2) is one of four consonant letters which represent sounds unfamiliar
to speakers of English. The other three are: r, ghayn, and qaf.

shapes «—————— sound @—— letter i:’;mg

independent final medial initial
3 B B 5 It/ ra
¢ &~ 4 P /gh/ ghayn
3 & £ ) Iq/ qaf

The letter rd, which has a single shape, looks like z4 ( ;) without a dot and does not join
to a following letter in the same word, represents the sound /r/, but not the English 'r'.
Tajiki /r/ is a flap or trill, which means that it is formed by touching the top of the tongue
to the front part of the roof of the mouth one or more times in mouthing the letter.

The letter ghayn (& pat), which looks like ‘ayn (¢ g2=c) with a dot above it, represents
the sound /gh/, basically the same as the French 'r'.

The letter qaf ( 33), which looks like f4 (—as) with two dots in its initial-medial shape
and like niin (:,) in its final-independent shape, represents the sound /g/, a sound
between /k/ and /g/ foreign to speakers of English. The sound which qaf represents is best
learned through imitation of native speakers. The following words illustrate the letters ra

(L), ghayn (§ xss),and qif (33): -«
[guitar] s ,liu&  [Persian language of Iran] ol ftourist] s 555
.[garden] '& [ [sword, dagger, blade-rer] o .[goose] Sl
[arch] Gl [music] (s 5o ol - s

[oriental carpet]
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§28. The following nine letters in the Perso-Arabic alphabet have only one shape:

vav g - zA L ~td b - zhda 5 - 28 5 — A , - zal 3 — dal & — alif |

Of these letters, only ti-yi 'arabi (L) and za-yi izghi (L) join to the next letter in a
word. The letter zal (3) looks like dl () with a dot added and represents the sound /z/
just like z&.  Zha (3) looks like ra () and zA () with three dots and represents the
sound /zh/. The letter za (L), which looks like tA (L) with a dot added, also represents
the sound /z/ just like zAl and z4. These items illustrate the letters zha (5), zal (%), and za

Sl = o= U = Iy - s3e - e5ue — euadyl
[essence, nature] /za/ /zal/ [hail] [plot of story]  [eyelash] [dishevelled]

§29. The letters sad (awa) and zdd () are a similarly shaped pair of letters, the dot
over zid being the distinguishing feature, which represent the sounds /s/ and /z/ respectively.
S4d is one of three letters which represent /s/. The other two are se (=.5) and sin ().
Zad is one of four letters which represent /z/. The other three are zal (3), 4 ( 3), and zé-yi
izghi (1). The following words illustrate the letters sid (_a.ws) and zad (o)

u4.2: I oy~ uala == 4.’—)...@ — u_i o — wila ‘—
[satisfied] [special] [Shi‘ite marriage contract, [Sufi] [clear, pure]
verb mood]
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§8.30. Here follows the whole Perso-Arabic alphabet in alphabetical order. Its memorization
facilitates the use of dictionaries.

letters
shape(s) name shape(s) <—— name
naskh typescript naskh typescript ‘

Laa sad [ alif
- zad - ba

N t4, te-yi arabi - pa

L ZA-yi izght o ta

¢ pas ayn &5 s

¢ pis ghayn &> jim

—aa fa = che

Y] qaf e ha-yi hutti
<< kaf o kha

X gaf a dal

M lam 3 zal

po mim o ra

= nin 3 za

K] Vav 5 zhé

42 ha-yi havvaz bt sin

= ya Sl shin

§31. Read the following list of words, checking Cyrillic script versions when in doubt.
Review foregoing descriptions of Perso-Arabic letters in cases of pronunciation questions.
Words appear in Perso-Arabic alphabetical order.

op3y [wish, desire] 95,7 @— o6 [water) .
Ocug [Asia] LT OCMOH [skyl  Olo
o106 [sun(shine)] ol omxoHa [kitchen, dining area] 45 LAL LT
oXy [deer] J—AT OH, OHXO [that, those] Lq..'nT ¢ QT
MH 40 [here] Ly ol MH [this] Sl
606 [chapter] <l 60 [with] L
6opon [rain] oL 6060 [grandfather] LL

Please niirchase Imane Tao PDF Converters on httpj//\/\j\/\j\/\/,\/erypdf,com/ to remove this messane thank YaliR
Flease purchase Image 10 FDE L.onveriers on ) ;

= -



http://www.verypdf.com/

6or
buct
nyn
nm1p
TOYUK

CoHud

un3
X0710
x00
xy6
aopy
poct
POX,
py3
pych
3yn
xomna

cost

rym
UMy
MOLIMHA
My
MUTHHT
HOH

én

[garden]

[twenty]

[money]

{old (adj), elder (n)]
[T&jik (person)]
[second (of time)]
[place]

[tea]

[thing]

[now]

[sleep] /khab/
[good, well]
[medicine)
[straight, right]
[way, road]

[day]

[Russian (e.g., lang.)]
[soon, fast]

[hail]

[shade]

[evening]

[clear, smooth]
[Farsi (language)]
[thyme]
{mountain]
[who?]

[ear]

[lemon]

[car]

[mouse]
[meeting]

[bread]

[memory]

e

sols
Seal
sl
390
X

495

6030p [bazaar, market)
Oyl [smell, odor]
no [foot, leg]
ey [twist, turn]
TOY [crown]
TyT [mulberry]
YOH {life, soul]

uon [type, print(ing), edition]

un [what)
xon [condition]
XOK [dirt]
XOCT [wish, will] /khast/
XYpoK [food]
AyCT [friend)]

po3it [satisfied, in agreement]

py [face]
py3HOMa [newspaper]
pyI [beard]
3uén [a lot, much]
con [year]
CHEX [black]
1IOX [king, shah]
TYTHA [parrot]
unm [film, movie]
KOp [work]
Kait [when?]
TOB [cow]
nona [tulip]
MOIIIMH [car]
MOX, {month, moon]

muéd  [middle, waist, center]
HOM [name]

g for]

S
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§32. The Perso-Arabic alphabet has shortcomings as a representation for the contemporary
Tajiki language:(1) it uses the letter « 4» to represent «B», «y», and «y»; (2) it uses single
letter « (g » to Tepresent «it», «u», «..fi», «3», «aii», and «...e»; (3) it does not represent
short vowel sounds in such words as « 'y« » [MaH], « La» [mymo], and « 355 [puxp];
and (4) it does not represent the sound «u» in «u30¢at» constructions.

§32.1. Listen to a modelling of these words featuring « 5» in Perso-Arabic transcription
Vis-a-vis «y» or «¥» in the Cyrillic writing system.

rym
myxi
Kyua
py3
aycT

KyX
y

[ear]

[joke, prank]
[street]
{day]
(friend]
[mountain]

[he/she]

oh s

S

290

s

S 93

855

ayp
HYp
pycro
xy6
nyn
cya
pyc

[far, distant]
(light]
[village]
[good, well]
[money]

[profit, use]

[Russian (person)]}

S
BX
Gy,
o
Jso

o gt

SR N

§32.2. Listen to a modelling of these words featuring « ¢» in Perso-Arabic vis-a-vis

«ai», «U», «.0», «3», Or «...e» in Cyrillic.

nem [before] u:‘-.*:' K# [who(m)?] uS
3e60 [beautiful] L) Yit [what?] P
TE3 {quick(ly, speedy] p Mu3 [table] e
yer [scream, call] = ouct [twenty] S
mep [lion] P up [milk] s
xey [nothing, any(thing)] ~ pead puin [beard] S
aep [late] o CUM {wire, silver] s
1meBa [dialect] 6 gl
pema [root] LI/ Jaip [monastery] oad
Bait (he/him, she/her] )
OpoH [Iran] O Kait [when?] uS
3Y0AKOp [creator] LEalaa! Kaifxo [long ago] =S
33a] [God] a5l
apon [comment] Al ol
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§32.3. Although hé-yi havvaz often represents /4/ when written at the end of a word and
the letter vAv sometimes represents /u/ when written in the middle or at the end of a word,
words that contain one of the three sounds /a/, /u/, and /i/ appear in Perso-Arabic script as
if the sounds did not exist in the word. For example, the word for "hello," «CanoM», is
written a3 (or s+1+a+m); the word for "book," «kuTo6», is written << (or k+t+a+b);
and the word for "god," «xymo», is written Isa (or kh+d+4). Pronunciation of such words
require memorization in order to read Perso-Arabic texts.

Three symbols exist to indicate that an /a/, /u/ or /i/ sound follows a particular written
consonant. These symbols are: )

for /a/, a mark called fathd or zabar, written _

for /u/, a mark called zamma or pish, written ’

for /i/, a mark called kasr4 or zir, written —

A fourth symbol, called sukéin and consisting of a small circle written above a consonant
letter, indicates that the consonant so marked is not followed by a vowel sound. Here
follow examples of these symbols in a group of Arabic loanwords sharing the same
triliteral consonant root system ((' +d+ o)

Al bl mlll L all L sl el

[healthy] [health] [surrender]  [Muslim] [Islam] [hello]

In most cases, as long as the signs for /a/, /i/, and /u/ appear consistently, the sukiin sign
is unnecessary. Of course, none of these signs ordinarily appears in Perso-Arabic writing;
their use restricted to dictionaries and to situations where an uncommon word appears or
some confusion about pronunciation of a word is anticipated. For students of T4jiki, they
are useful in taking notes and recording pronunciation of what is heard and read.

If a word begins with one of the three sounds /a/, /u/, or /i/, it begins in writing with either
an ‘ayn or an alif, both of which represent a glottal stop. In this situation, the appropriate
short vowel sign can appear to indicate the vowel sound associated with the ‘ayn or alif.
Examples involving an initial alif or ‘ayn (used only in those Arabic loanwords with their

original spelling intact) include: D
‘53‘).9} - JJ_—I")F\.A} -:)\’).A/I -‘,_L....’S_,| - I_);)I - C.\:LAI B F)I & J.u.d' — JS.II
[energy] [emperor] [today-umpy3] [orchestra] [opera] [omelette] [atom] [officer]  [alcohol]
QJL-‘-‘- = wh‘ B T T T

[consisting of] [phrase] [life(time)] [excuse, apology]  [dear] [Arab]

The sign fatha/zabar can be used with sukiin to distinguish the sound /i/ as written (i.e.,
the letter ya with no sign) from /ay/, also written with ye. For example: P

.[for a long time] kaiixo LQ;S .[when?] kaif :,S .[who?] ki =S
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The sign fathd/zabdr can be used with sukiin to distinguish the sound /0/ or /i/ as
written (i.e., the letter vdv with no sign) from the sound /av/. For example:

.[mountain] xyx 0 sS [far, distant] myp 589

.[how] ui TaBp J;.L = [period of time] naspa 5 J:’A

§33. For practice reading Perso-Arabic transcriptions of words with short vowel sounds,
turn to Section §4.11 (above), which presents T4jiki words and phrases in Cyrillic and
fully vowel-pointed Perso-Arabic scripts along with English equivalents.

§34. Besides thirty-two alphabet letters, three other important written symbols appear in
Perso-Arabic writing, called tashdid, tanvin, and hamza.

§34.1. The symbol tashdid (.\.:.\..&3) or shadda is a small "w"-shaped character placed
over a consonant letter signifying the doubling of that consonant. Doubling a consonant
means doubling the length of time in pronouncing a consonant , as would occur if the
English word "bookcase" were pronounced with both "k" and "c" clearly enunciated.
Although tashdid is often omitted in writing, words which have it are still pronounced
with the doubled consonant. Otherwise, what is said may be hard to understand or may be
a different word. The vast majority of instances of tashdid occur in words of Arabic
origin. Here are some common examples:

<
MYXUM(M) [important] /muhimm/ H:A aMMo [but] /Amma/ Wy
TAPaKKMET [progress] /taraqqiyat ;,L..i,., anbaTTa [certainly] /albatta/ Sl
IAXCUAT  [personality] /shakhsiyyat/ g__;..a_\_.:. xa4(u)  [hajj] /hajj/ G“
MyAZaT  [period of time] /muddat/ os | Kan(m) [height] /qadd/ G
xan(m) [limit] /hadd/ e Maxalnna [neighborhood] /mahalla/ das
MyalnuM f{teacher] /mu’allim/ ‘aj.)_,a Xy44yaT [document, reason] /hujjat/ Q;;

Appearing mostly in words of Arabic origin, tashdid often signals specific Arabic loanword
patterns, as in these examples of common patterns.

Myuappan [unmarried] d s MYanium [teacher]

Mypab6an [square(d)] C" J:a MyXappup [editor] J_,_x’a
Mycarax [armed] clu; Myannug [writer] g_iJJ:n
MYBaKkKar [temporary] ':._:'EJ:A MYyCaBBHD [illustrator] _):;A;
MyTaxaccuc [expert] M TaBa4yyx [attention] 4;33
MyTadakkup  [thinker] ,S.a;; TaBaJLy[ [birth] Al,.‘.
MYTAIIaKKKI  [organized] (%Y TaHaddyc [break from work] Q.:a_._’.

MyTakabobup  [proud] BULGN TaBacCyT [intermediation) b, \,:,
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TAWAKKYP  [thanks, thanking]

uTTUOXK {union, alliance] 3 LAE I TACaBBYD [imagination/ing]

UTTUXO[ {union] | Tayaccym [embodiment]

Uamao [claim, pretension] Leo) Taa4yyy6 [surprise]

UTTUIIOOT [information (pl)] < Lc)ljn I Taalnyk [connection, relation] 51:.3

§34.2. The symbol tanvin (:, 525) consists of two zabdr marks written in conjunction
with an alif. Tanvin (1) is pronounced /4n/, and serves as a suffix indicating that a word
is an adverb. For example:

6abaan [subsequently, afterwards] [ .n_q -<§

TakpubaH [approximately] L.:. ).i_“. MacalaH [for example] SL'LA
XaTMaH [certainly] Las Kabmax [previously] )l_._'e
Hucbaran [relatively] l_";_..u.._. aKkcapaH [for the most part) [ ,_“.SI
amanag [practically] )Lu. oaTaH [customarily] T:f.a Le
acrmaH [at all, orignally] SN Ma3MyHaH (in content] logeadls
TaMOMaH [wholly] (I pacMaH [formally] Ln_h..J

§34.3. Hamza (s 5_4:45) is a written symbol used over medial or final alif (i), vAv (%), or
the seat of ya (%) without that letter's two dots. Hamz4 represents a glottal stop or pause
between the sounds which precede and follow it, just as the letter ‘ayn ( (xc) represents it
in such words as «_a—._.% /shi’&/ [Shi‘ite Muslim]. In word-initial position, the letter alif
fulfills the function of hamza as a glottal stop in words whose first sound is a vowel,
such as | ,.!, pronounced /’e(y)ran/, or ‘;“fl, pronounced /’atim/. Here follow common
examples of hamza:

Macwana [problem, issue] /mas'ala/ 4.1.‘;....._4 Macbyll [responsible] /mas’dl/ J M
pauc [president] /ra'is/ ousSy | TaBKUME  [emphasis] Aakid/ oS
Myaccuca [institution] /mu'assisa/ hu:.uf,.n onp 6a [conceming] /A’idba/ 4 sile
MabMYPHST /ma’mriyyat/ ;,., ssols | Myrtaaccudona il

[administration] [unfortunately] /muta’assifana/

§34.3.1. Hamza and 'ayn letters disappear in the Cyrillic transcription of many words.
This means that, as with the lack of indication in Cyrillic transcription of different
multiple letters in Perso-Arabic for «c», «x», «T», and «3», Tajiks unfamiliar with Perso-
Arabic script cannot immediately appreciate connections among originally related Arabic
loanwords or distinguish between those words and originally Persian words. Here follow
examples of common words with hamza and 'ayn in Perso-Arabic not reflected in
Cyrillic.
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Ky4on [from where] - l_-sg pauc [president]

AMPUKOR  [American] ol yel | uOTHMON  [elementary]
IIMHOCOA  [acquaintance] ] DUR LA Myaccuca  [institution] /mu‘assisa/
coar [hour, clock/watch] e L okubar [end, result, in the end]
caHoar [industry] ;a.c LMA onat [habit, custom)
3upoar [agriculture] caelyy ouia [family]

Tabuat [nature] QA:L_;L oun Ha [concerning]
Myannum [teacher] ‘:La_‘a BOK€a [event, accident]
MYOIIUPAT [social intercourse] ;a‘,.ﬁ;L\:o yomea [society]

MypouuaT [address] g;_~..| _,:A MauMya [collection, miscellany]
MyToiMa  [study/ing] Il | monea [barrier, obstacle]
Maopud [education] <y Las

UTTUITIOB - UTTUIIOOT [information (s/pl)] ch)L’L./I - Cy‘j“,'

* o -
MaB3yb - MAaB3YM MYXUTH 3UCT [subject - environment] ey boaao ¢ SDge — F g g

aB30b - aB30M KO [mood, situation - state of affairs] BYLS ¢ Layl—¢la 9l
- aB3oain beyo [He/she is in a bad mood/low spirits.] . L FL‘A sh-

MAaBKEDb - MAaBKCU MYXUM [situation, moment - important moment] ‘;’g.‘.a ;J 9o = Cfi ‘9./4

Hadb - 6a Hadm gaBnaT [in the interests of the state] e gu ;.u 4.: = C“'
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