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Question 1


Russian foreign policy has always been complicated due to the identity crisis Russia has faced. As Russia we can neither place ourselves correctly with the East or West. (Piontkovsky) With an emerging democracy that is usually under the criticizing eye of the US, one major foreign policy goal of ours has been to keep the west from viewing the Kremlin as authoritarian.  After 2001 Russia sided with the west with our position on the war on terrorism. (McFaul) However recently by announcing our new “missile-carrying strategic bombers” that will be airborne permanently, Russia is saying that we’re not weak and have powerful military capabilities. (McFaul) This is a message strongly directed towards the US. (McFaul) We are also interested in selling military equipment to Iran and China and supporting Iran’s nuclear program developments. (McFaul) 

The current conflict with Chechnya is a major domestic problem that has been affecting our foreign policy objectives with the E.U. Russian actions in Chechnya are often viewed as human rights violations to the E.U. and has been putting tensions on the relationship. (Bendersky) However we view Chechnya rebels as terrorists that kill innocent Russian civilians. Political negotiation with terrorists is unacceptable and the problem can only be solved by military force. (Bendersky) A weak judiciary and internal corruption have also put strains on the Russia – EU relationship. 

Economically, Russia is constantly seeking to promote and stabilize its energy exports throughout Europe and Asia.  By establishing economic and diplomatic arrangements with a variety of countries around the world, Russia seeks to keep the oil and natural gas flowing out, with the dollars/euros/yen flowing in.  One of Russia’s biggest problems economically is modernizing its manufacturing sector, which is severely lagging behind that of the western world.  Russia is seeking not only foreign technology but also foreign entrepreneurship investment.  While the whole time using the tax revenues from an economy stimulated by energy exports to pay off large portions of foreign debt.  
Question 2

There are several nations who influence our country in good and bad ways.  These are just some of the apparent nations that are either viewed as a friendly nation or someone with good intent or a nation that could pose a threat to us.  

The first nation who we, Russia, should have to be concerned with is the United States.  They have continues to pressure the global society to establish a physical presence through means of troops in nations and particularly a missile defense program in bordering nations.  I believe it is in our best interest to try to find understanding and compromise to their plans.  Not only can good relations help our countries economically and politically, but it can prevent future “scares” and “misunderstood intentions”.  Also economically, as relations become better and stronger then larger investments into our country only further our growth.  So I believe that this country is a priority to begin friendly talks and to work towards acceptance into the WTO.  


Japan is another nation which we should continue to produce friendly talks and agreements.  Not only will this help chances of entry into the WTO but also establishing strong ties with such a powerful economy could bolster our economy.  Also militarily Japan offers a very strategic and close ally in case of conflicts and aid.


China is one nation that can flip-flop on our diplomatic stance and relation.  While our governments head in similar directions, we both have different goals.  We have shared the view that the west will not push our governments around so I think they are friendly based on a concept.  However they can be viewed as a “threat” because of treaty that was created between china and us concerning military actions and weapons.  The agreement was a good one and improved relations between China and Russia however since then China has seen our actions with the West as deceiving to our trust with them.   So China can be a threat based upon they may act depending on how they feel we are acting.  

A nation that is someone to watch out for is Iran.  With such things as secrecy in regards to nuclear activities and radical moves by their leader, we should support those who are pressuring them as to gain a sense of security and increase political dependability.  These type of actions can turn into stronger friendly ties with the U.S. and gain some credibility on the world stage.


Some nations we should build strong diplomatic ties with are Czechoslovakia and Poland.  With mention of the missile defense system we should try to spread some influence in these nations to work a more favorable deal or at least try to gain insight into talks and deals that are being made.  We must remember that the Czechs are divided on the issue because of strong help from the U.S. in the past.


Syria seems to be a country of interest to the U.S. for their activities garnered towards nuclear production facilities.  As the U.S. watches over their attempts and/or activities I think that Russia should take notice of these things because of rumors are flying around that Syria was receiving these secrets and tips from North Korea in building these facilities.  With that kind of activity we should remain vigilant but stay out of direct action to protect our stance in the global picture.  
Question 3


The five domestic variables affect most nations in many ways, Russia is no exception. The first domestic variable which is the idiosyncratic variable applies to the leader of the country and his background. In Russia’s case Putin former role as a KGB agent, plays an important part in the talents and experiences that he brings as president of the country. (1) His former job as a KGB agent has shaped his personality and this is probably why Putin feels the need to consolidate power and rule with a strong hand. The role that Putin plays as president is the second domestic variable. Putin seems to let some of his idiosyncratic values affect him during his role. As a former communist party member, Putin is used to the idea of consolidated power and it can be seen that this is occurring in Russia right now. (1) This affects Russian foreign policy greatly. The western world especially the United States sees this as a step backward from democracy and towards authoritarian rule. This in turn affects the US and Russian relations since they are not able to see eye to eye. The governmental domestic variable plays an important part right now in Russia. Russia is what most of the western world would call an “emerging democracy”. There is a tremendous amount of corruption in Russian politics and economy. (2) Foreign policy is affected by this because other countries at times might not see the Russian government as legitimate. For instance Putin recently announced that he will step down from his role as president in 2008 but might be stay on as the Russian prime minister. (3) This is completely constitutional according to the Russian constitution but it raises eyebrows in other nations.  The Putin administration currently has a very high public opinion rating. 


In early 2007 Putin’s rating stood at around 80%. (4) This is an exceptionally high and not many leaders experience this. This ties in to the societal variable because the public opinion of the president allows Putin to make drastic changes such as appointing regional governors and implementing state controlled media. This in turn affects foreign policy again because it questions the type of democracy Russia exhibits. The last domestic variable which is systemic helps Russia to be a world power in foreign affairs today. As a major producer in energy Russia recently met with the EU to discuss energy prices and an early warning system on energy to avoid supply problems. (5) Russia being the EU’s largest supplier of energy has a large amount of power within the European Union. (5)
Question 4

Our group’s ideology in the international arena tends to focus on other countries perception of ourselves.  It entails a strong and powerful emerging Russia that is able to truly retain the superpower status.  This ideology holds specific importance to our group because of the relatively recent collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.  During this period Russia became weak and vulnerable to outside influences.  The shock of the collapse was amplified because Russia’s had been a major superpower previously capable of influencing world events.  Since 1991, Russia has steadily been increasing its international standing.  Our ideology depicts a strong and powerful Russia that has once again gained its role as a dominate character globally.  We believe that we are equals to the other larger western countries.  As Russia, we do not limit our options in world affairs.  We work with everyone to secure resources and maintain a sense of balance economically, politically and socially.  Our ideology is important because it is what helps fuel our international ambitions.  


Domestically our ideology is similar.  A strong government, more specifically executive branch, is and imperative of domestic ideology.  During the Soviet era Russia was dominated by strong powerful political leaders.  The citizens turned to the government for support and protection from corporations whole ambitions lied in profits alone.  This same ideology reins true today.  The Russian leader and government must be strong and able to retain power, and provide for the all Russians (BBC).


Russian ideology is very closely intertwined with nationalism.  Russians are very proud of their Slavic heritage.  Our group sees Russia as a strong Slavic state that is able to compete with other nations.  Nationalism is starting to gain energy because of the financial gains in the past few years since the collapse.  Though there are people who exemplify the extremes of Russian nationalism, the norm tends to be no more threatening than American nationalism.  Most Russians view Russia as their homeland irregardless of where they are abroad.  This nationalism does tend to lead to some hostilities in international politics, but is usually quelled through diplomacy.  Nationalism is strong within the leadership because it binds society together and connects the government to the people.  Currently, this is not as prevalent because sentiments toward the government are positive and strong (BBC).

Question 5 

Russia is a major exporter worldwide of energy reserves, exporting 7 bbl/day of oil, and 216.8 cu m of natural gas.  Other major exports include wood products and finished metal products.  Most of these exports go to European Countries (notably Netherlands 12.3%, Italy 8.6%, and Germany 8.4%), China (at 5.4%), Ukraine 5.1%, and Turkey 4.9%.  

Russia’s exports ($317 billion) are almost double that of Russia imports at $171.5 billion.  Most imported products are manufacturing capital such as machinery, consumer goods, pharmaceuticals, meats, sugars, and semi-finished metals.  The majority of imports come from Germany (13.9%) and China (9.7%).  The Ukraine and industrialized Asian states also send Russia goods.  (CIA World Fact book)

Using these oil exports, Russia can use the extra revenue to pay off foreign debt and modernize domestic manufacturing industries.  These energy exports also make Russia very influential in European and Asian affairs.  Countries like China are inclined to organized trade agreements to bring modern manufacturing methods to Russia in exchange for a cheap and reliable energy.

The Russian military is very large, yet there are many problematic areas that cause pause.  There are about 1 million active personnel and twenty million in reserves.  There are approximately 1200 combat aircrafts, 23,000 main battle tanks, 62 battle ships, and about 489 land based missiles.  These numbers are deceiving of the true capabilities of the Russian military because much of the technology is a product of the soviet era.  New technology is slow to come by and hard for the soviet military to acquire.  National defense is still largely based on nuclear weaponry which itself if becoming outdated.  According to a BBC article on Russian military capabilities, “Despite increases in procurement and ambitious… the defense industry relies heavily on exports. (BBC)” Internally, Russia is seeking to upgrade forces and create a stronger military that is capable of defense and foreign projects, but growth is slow.  The recent disputes with America and Britain over various issues have resulted in a heightened urgency to upgrade.  Also, the war in Chechnya has exposed the weaknesses.  In recent years, the military has regained prestige though not substantial amounts.  

Question 6  


In terms of economic organizations and alliances Russia is very active. It is a member of APEC, BIS, BSEC, CSTO, EAEC, EBRD, IFC, IMF, NSG, WFTU, Paris Club, with talks in ASEAN and observer status in the WTO.  Contributing large portions of money to development organizations like the IMF and Paris Club, Russia uses these organizations to expand its personal influence.  During the Soviet days, these organizations were used to dissipate communist influences around the globe, notably in Southeast Asia and Latin America.  A majority of these organizations are simply globalized standards unions, to ease and improve free trade.  As the world globalized, these economic free trade and standardization organizations help to improve and stimulate growth in the Russian economy, which has a history of being a stagnant, closed, centrally planned system.  As of late, Russia’s biggest concern is being allowed membership into the World Trade Organization (WTO) which could provide a huge boost to the Russian economy as well as legitimizing Russia’s new open economy.  However, Russia faces much opposition on this front thanks to domestic factors like Chechnya and increased authoritarian tendencies that antagonize Western WTO members like the United States and the EU.  Other domestic economic factors like lack of regulations and enforcements of capitalist rules as well as an economy stimulated solely by energy exports also works against Russia’s admittance into the WTO.

Diplomatically, Russia isn’t as active as in the economic realm, but it does hold the key post of being a member of the UN Security Council.  This post gives Russia tremendous authority in authenticating international crises, notably Darfur, Iraq War, and Iranian nuclear efforts.  Other notable diplomatic organizations are the CBSS, EAPC, G-8, WCO, and WHO.  Militarily, Russia prescribes to the OPCW, OSCE, and the ZC.  These organizations are mostly concerned with international nuclear proliferation and general peace keeping duties.  However, Russia is not very active in any, and sometimes gives some of these groups simple lip service.


One of the most important organizations that Russia started and is apart of is the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).  This organization was the outcome of the fall of the Soviet Union, developed as way of tying the former Soviet Republics together, while promoting democratization, security, and economic growth in the region.  It has very little power internationally anymore, but it still plays a vital role, all but symbolically, in tying the region together.
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