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Third Assignment: Poland

1. What seem to be the major foreign policy goals, interests, objectives of your group (be specific)? Why? Are there any particular domestic problems in your nation with strong implications for your foreign policy objectives and interests?

The primary foreign policy goals of Poland are to establish strong ties with the European Union economically and politically.  Poland benefits greatly from intra-EU trade, most importantly from Germany, England, Italy and France.  It also benefits from the economic protection that is offered by being a member of the European Union. However, since Poland is a developing economy and suffers from forming a large portion of the Eastern EU border, we need to develop special trade agreements in order to help maintain our improving economy.  Right now there are large economic disparities between the regions in Poland.  While the Western regions generally enjoy a greater amount of trade from countries such as Germany, Czech Republic, and Slovakia, our eastern regions share borders with Belarus, Lithuania, Ukraine, and Russia, only one of which is a member of the EU.  It is important to develop a special trading zone in these areas, similar to that which was established in Germany after World War II when the state had lost its Eastern half and had trouble coping into the effects that were taken upon its economy and trading capabilities.  This region would include the Ukraine and Belarus, since these were the primary sources of low density trade in the Eastern regions in Poland.  

Since Ukraine is facing elections in the near future, the country may yet again see an Orange leader who will wish to establish strong ties to the EU in order to reenter negotiations for EU membership.  With strong trade ties to member-states already in place, the Ukraine may be better situated to make a strong push toward EU membership.

We want to make strong strides in preparing to enter the Schengen agreement as well as the European Monetary Union.  This will help accelerate Poland’s acclimation as an important economic member in the European Union.  Another goal for Poland is to continue negotiations with the United States on plans to install an Anti-Ballistic Missiles defense system in Poland.  It is important that Poland can defend itself in the case of future aggression from the East.  
2.       Which other nations and groups seem to be your most important “friends,” “enemies”? Why?

The European Union is the most important friend to Poland.  The organization and countries within are strong trading partners, investors and political allies.  Germany and Great Britain have open border labor policies that make it possible for labor migration and also for economic ties.  The United States is of course a friend, for Poland looks westward and had turned away from Russia.  Slovakia is also a significant friend, who looks up to Poland and is favorable for trade as well.  Then there is Hong Kong with their large increases in demand over the years is Poland’s 4th largest importer of Polish products and services.  


The biggest enemy that Poland encounters is Russia.  They had helped in the destruction of USSR and communism by aligning with the West.  The Polish nation has a distinct hatred for the plundering that Russia had done through the years of communism.  But sadly Poland is scarce in energy and relies on Russia’s abundant supply.  There are two other countries that are minute enemies but significant geographically is Ukraine who has recently elected officials who are anti-Polish and controlled by Russia and Belarus where illegal immigrants are flooding from and penetrating the EU Polish border and causing significant problems.  
3.        To what extent do the five domestic variables (which we will discuss in class) affect the foreign policies of your country? To what extent do these domestic variables help in understanding the manner in which domestic problems in your nation are/or are not having an effect on your foreign policy objectives and interests?

The Idiosyncratic variable plays a large role in Polish foreign policies.  There is a large distrust for large foreign countries, which is emphasized in the leadership. There are also nationalist and ideological aspects that are strong domestically and the decision makers must reflect this aspect (This is important considering Kaczynski brothers have been in power, now only the President since Donald Tusk is the new Prime Minister).  The Kaczynski twins may be more influenced by the affective portion of the mind rather than cognitive and therefore think very close-mindedly concerning international politics.  For example, why would Poland feel Germany as an enemy when Germany has been the biggest supporter of Polish-EU relations, and one of its biggest contributors to Foreign Direct Investment, especially when modern day Germany has shown no lean towards aggression?  The idiosyncratic variable with the leadership in Poland have a huge effect on their foreign policy in relation to the EU as well as non-EU states such as the United States, Russia, and China.  If this variable is kept in mind it is easy to see that any action that may be an attack on Poland or may impede on Polish sovereignty will be fought strongly against by the Polish leadership.
There is also a level of which the Role is an important Domestic variable.  Poland has expectations of its leaders to maintain its sovereignty, in order to always remain an independent nation.  The President and Prime Minister who are the state’s biggest actors at the international level are expected to always protect this.  Poland also wants to become an important member in the EU thus wants Polish relations with the EU to improve, especially since right now relations between the two are not ideal.  The President and Prime Minister are often influenced by how they are expected to act by this role that Poland has established for its leaders.

In reference to the Governmental variable, the government of Poland has been trying to implement protectionism, under the Kaczynski twins, but this has been difficult because the government must comply with EU laws (ie. The use of farm subsidies violate the EU regulations).  Political Coalitions have been very popular, August saw the dismemberment of the coalition between Law and Justice, Self-Defense, and League of Roman Catholic Families.  In the past there has been corruption problems within the Polish government, the Kaczynski twins ran a platform of trying to clear the government out of corrupt politicians.  Now that their job is virtually finished, the public has spoken and voted for Donald Tusk over Kaczynski for Prime Minister.
In relation to the Societal variable, Polish society is largely doing well since its ascension into the European Union.  Despite a large population benefiting from this, there is a group of who have not benefited from Poland’s membership to the European Union.  There is no a large economic disparity between regions in Poland.  It is important to keep in mind that Poland was a Soviet puppet state for a long period of time, Poles are generally distrustful of foreign nations who try to impose on Polish sovereignty.  This has placed much pressure on the decision makers regarding Poland’s foreign policy.
In Regards to the Systemic variable, Poland is able to benefit from great natural resources and geographic location.  Poland is perfectly situated for trade, it has a northern port on the Baltic where it is easy to conduct widespread high volume international trade, it shares a border with Germany, the European Unions industrial Champion, it only lacks better transportation infrastructure.  Another problem is being at the eastern edge of the European Union where the borders and trade walls have essentially made themselves more present, hindering flow of trade between Poland and Eastern European states that have not joined the EU (such as the Ukraine and Belarus).  

4.       What range of resources do you have available to you to help pursue your foreign policy objectives, including military and economic capabilities (make sure you answer this question in the context of your answers to question 1)? How dependent are you on resources outside of your country?

Economically Poland is a relatively strong player with a growth rate of 6% per year and low inflationary rates.  They have some leverage due to their popular Timber-farming and mining-agricultural resources.  They enjoy a large amount of exporting of livestock, machinery and manufactured products.  They primarily export to European countries due to the EU membership.  Poland trades with Russia, but this is primarily the importing of Russian energy.  Poland is dependent upon the European Union, to a certain level, for funding and support in hopes to accelerate their acclimation into post-cold war European society.  They are dependent on Russia for energy reasons, despite the lingering animosity from the Cold War period.  Poland is in a great location for an Anti-Ballistic Missile system, sitting strategically between the border of Europe and Russia along the eastern edge of the EU.  Poland is the strongest economical player of the EU from Eastern Europe.  Overall Poland has a small but present trade deficit.  Poland also experiences a large percentage of its trade from Hong Kong.  As it stands right now, Poland is constantly making progress in the fields of education, in order to produce greater trained intellectual resources.  As this continues it will become a larger target for Foreign Direct Investment through cities like Warsaw, Krakow, Gdansk, and Katowice, further bolstering its economy.

5.       How important is ideology to your group? How about nationalism?


Nationalism and Populism has been of some concern in recent Polish politics, especially with the coalition formed by the Law and Justice Party, which is a very conservative rightist party, with the Self-Defense party, which is a populist party.  There is a very homogenous population in Poland, unfortunately this does not mean they agree completely on the governance of how the government should work, and the role it should have in the economy.  Despite common distrust for the European Union, there is a large approval of Poland’s membership.  There is a large population of those who grew up under communism, who fought communism and still remember its effects and despise the system.  However, this group differs from the Polish youth, while the adults identify strongly with the United States, the younger generation takes a much stronger identification with Europe.  While nationalism is a very important stance by many of the older generation of Poles, it is not nearly as important for the younger generation.  However, there is a strong devotion to free markets within Poland, although this is supported by the Western, city-dwelling Poles who have benefited greatly from the free markets, while those in the Eastern regions have not benefited in the same fashion.
6.       How actively are you involved with regional or global organizations and alliances? Why?   
There are four predominant organizations that Poland is actively engaged in the international sphere. In 1989 Poland finally gained its own freedom and saw a non-communist party in control.  Immediately after this, Poland took strides to identify themselves with the west.  They established an open market and they reached out to the OECD, EU, and NATO.  Politically they reached out to NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) with the intention that they would strengthen ties to the West and place safeguards against any chance of resurgent Soviet/Russian aggression.  Poland also joined the OECD in 1996 which was beneficial in aiding them to liberalize their economy and establishing strong trading ties that boosted their economy.  Joining the OECD helped them for candidacy within NATO in which they became a member in March of 1999. There were benefits from both organizations that aided the country’s development politically and economically, but it also helped to position them for membership candidacy in the European Union (EU).  They had begun to liberalize their economy and try to emulate prices of the Euro so it would make it easier to obtain membership.  Also, the NATO membership would emphasize their desire to be politically democratic and westward thinking.  Poland had a strong distrust for Russia after being manipulated by the U.S.S.R. for the past 45 years as well as the communist command economy.  Reaching out to the west and emulating their policies and currencies they figure would help them become a stronger nation overall.  From the aid from those two dominant organizations Poland was able to become a member of the European Union in May 2004 which substantially strengthened and position in the international sphere.  

