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Foreign Policy Objectives (1)
      The goals of Israeli policy are to overcome diplomatic isolation and to achieve recognition and friendly relations with as many nations as possible, both in the Middle East and beyond.  The intolerable situation created in the six years since Israel’s total withdrawal from Lebanon, has made it necessary for Israel to take action to achieve two objectives vital to the defense of its population - the removal of the Hezbollah terrorists and missile threat, and the establishment of long-term stability along all its all
borders. While some aspects of these objectives can be achieved through military operations, others can only be attained through diplomacy.  While the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) has been tasked to destroy Hezbollah’s armaments and outposts, it is the responsibility of the political echelon to ensure that Hezbollah does not rearm in the future. Diplomacy must also ensure that, after the military operations cease, Iran will be prevented from sending more weapons and cadre to Hezbollah, and that Syria will no longer assist this passage of men and materiel through its airports and border crossings. If this diplomatic effort fails, Lebanon will revert back to the same situation that precipitated the current conflict.
        Israel's consultations with the foreign ministers of Europe and the United States should therefore be seen not only as a reaction to the military campaign but also as an opportunity to advance mutual goals of regional stability. These goals include not only the preservation of the military gains which weakened the Hezbollah, but also the achievement of workable security solutions over the long term. Israel will judge diplomatic initiatives meant to implement the aforementioned principles, in light of three criteria: First, regarding southern Lebanon, Israel wishes to preserve the gains of the
current military campaign, whereby Hezbollah has been removed from the border
region. Second, regarding the Hezbollah’s long-range missiles which are fired
at Israeli civilians from beyond the border zone - unless Hezbollah disarms itself willingly, this threat must be clearly addressed. Third, the Hezbollah must be prevented from re-arming. This will require close monitoring of the possible routes into Lebanon from Syria or elsewhere.
        Reasons for these policy goals are to insure the survival of their country. Tensions between Israel and Syria have escalated over the past year, since the end of the Israel-Hezbollah war in Lebanon - September 8, 2006, and both countries remain in a heightened state of alert along their common border. Syria’s president, Bashar al-Assad, has said that if Israel is not willing to resume negotiations for the return of the Golan Heights, which Israel captured in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, the alternative would be to try to regain the territory by force.  The West Bank, Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem territories which Israel conquered from Egypt and Jordan in the 1967 Six-Day War are the subject of contentious legal, ethical and political dispute between Israelis and Palestinians.  Domestic problems include ongoing conflicts with Palestinians and Palestine itself as well as dealing with terrorism.  More than a thousand Israelis have fallen victim to Palestinian terrorism, and thousands more have been wounded, since the current violence began in September 2000.  September 29, 2000 marked the beginning of the current violent struggle between Israel and the Palestinians. At first, the struggle had the characteristics of a popular uprising: mass marches, stone throwing and civil disorder.
        However, this character was quickly forgotten, and it was the terrorist organizations which set the tone - the Palestinian Authority began to disintegrate and its control over events became less firm, to the point where its role was reversed and it began to promote terrorist activity against Israel.  The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is part of the wider Arab-Israeli conflict. The conflict can be traced to the late 19th century, when Zionist Jews expressed their desire to create a modern state in the ancient land of the Israelites, which they considered to be their rightful homeland. To further that objective, the World Zionist Organization encouraged immigration to the land and  purchasing land, which was then part of the Ottoman Empire.  In 1947, the United Nations approved the partition of the British Mandate of Palestine into two states, one Jewish and one Arab. The Arab League rejected the plan, but on May 14, 1948, after numerous attempts to partition the land and hostilities, Israel declared its independence. Local Arab nations and Israel fought in the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, in which Israel won control over borders which remained in
place until their success in the Six Day War led to the occupation of the lands of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.


“Friends” and “Enemies” (2)

Friends and enemies of countries can evolve over time, but in Israel’s short existence not much has changed in the way Israel views certain countries and the way they view Israel. Since 1948, when Israel became a state, the United States has been very supportive of an Israeli state. Unlike many other countries, the United States has helped Israel militarily and financially when in need. Israel does not just take the United States’ generosity for granted; they have also been a good ally. Israel has been a strong supporter for the Iraq war and has sent troops to aid America’s War on Terror. Another strong supporter of Israel has been Germany. They have been economically friendly to each other. Some suspect this is due to the fact that Germany is embarrassed by their actions during the Holocaust. India has been very good to Israel as well.  They have supported Israel’s military and have even sent troops to aid Israel against their Arab neighbors. 

The nations and groups that are Israel’s greatest enemies are Hezbollah, Hamas, Palestine, Syria, Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia. Since Israel was made a state, many Palestinians have been displaced. They are trying to reclaim the territory they believe was stolen from them. The Palestinians have turned to violence in order to achieve their goals. The organizations of Hezbollah and Hamas have turned the entire state of Israel into a target for terrorist acts. They are funded by nations such as Saudi Arabia and Syria and are normally trained and financed from those countries. As for Iraq, Israel is supportive of the U.S. goal for a democratic Iraq and therefore does not have a friendly relationship with them as of now.  Since the election of the conservative Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Iran has been a denier of the Holocaust as well as an avid supporter for the demise of the Israeli state which they do not recognize. Iran is known to be a financial supporter of terrorist organizations and now Iran seeks to develop nuclear technology which Israel sees as a large threat. It is clear that Israel’s strongest enemies reside in areas geographically close to Israel with a large Arab population.

Analysis of Domestic Variables (3)

The five domestic variables each play an important role in Israel’s foreign polices. The current Prime Minister is Ehud Olmert, and he has had extensive experience in Israel politics including being the Mayor of Jerusalem and Vice Prime Minister. He served in the military, an obligation every Israeli citizen must meet. Olmert succeeds Ariel Sharon who also had a strong military and political background. Both Prime Ministers have been war hawks although they claim their reason for being so is to one day achieve a peaceful state. Because Israel has been stricken with many terrorist attacks, their actions to counter the attacks can be thought of has structural and situational. There has been a precedent set before them that Israel will respond to terrorist attacks. In the past three years there have been many counter-terrorist attacks by the military in Syria, Lebanon, and other Arab countries. What is really difficult for these Prime Ministers are the internal attacks caused by Hamas and Hezbollah. 

The role for the Prime Minister has not been formalized yet for Israel. Israel is still a young state, and although they’ve been through a few administrations, it has not been enough to solidify what it means to be an Israeli Prime Minister. Votes of no confidence have forced prime ministers out of their positions and ailing health has done the same. The role for now is to be a strong head of state who appears to not back down from any attack.


Israel is a democracy and has a parliamentary government.  Their laws are similar to those of the United States but with an incorporation of Jewish law within the system. There have been coalitions within office between religious and secular parties and there have been single coalitions within office depending on the election year.  With much help from the U.S., the government has been very competent in running the state. Moreover, the government has been structured so that there is Palestinian representation but also so that it is difficult for terrorist organizations to be represented. 


Within the country there is much strife, so the societal variable has affected some of the foreign policy. The Palestinians are not and have not been happy with the existence of the Jewish State at the expense of a Palestinian state. This unhappiness has lead to many terrorist attacks within the country. The goal of these attacks is to gain back territory Palestine deems is their own. Many of these attacks have not been successful in forcing the government to give back land although recent peace negotiations are entertaining the idea of a two-state solution.


The systemic variable for Israel has not been quite as important as the other four variables. Israel has some valuable resources within their state and has come out of economic isolation. Unlike many of the other Middle Eastern countries, they have a very high GDP and continue to grow even during times of war. Israel is a wealthy state, but they have no stability because they continue to go to war so often. Since Israel has made peace negotiations with states like Egypt, there has been some foreign investment. 


Since the role variable has not been fully established yet, it is clear that most of the foreign policies come from the idiosyncratic variable. Ehud Olmert has worked under many different roles.  He participated in the Israel military and knows their capability and how to deal with enemy activity. Military background is also the reason as to why Sharon was a war hawk. The societal variable in Israel is very prevalent. Half the country wants Israel to give Palestine back and the other half wants Israel to fight for what they see as theirs. Almost all citizens were in the military at some point and so they tend not to be reluctant to go to war but are relatively supportive of it. With the incorporation of “jewish law” into the government, societal values are often expressed in foreign policies as well. It is unlikely for Israel to fight on religious holidays or in ways that are seen as immoral. Israel wants to make peace with other countries, but they still are avid about not submitting to terrorist influence. 

As for the systemic variable, because the stability of wealth is so unstable, it is hard to say that this variable is important in foreign policy. Now that the country has more of an open economy, they have begun to see the benefits of trade. Israel only trades with countries that they have positive relations with, and as they make more peace negotiations, more trade options become available to them. The idiosyncratic and government variable, which is reflective of society, are the most important domestic variables affecting Israeli foreign policy. As Israel continues to grow, the role variable will become more important. Until there is more stability in economic relations and in turn, the wealth of Israel, the systemic variable will not be quite as important as the others. Economic stability will come when there is more peace in the Middle East so that Israel is not spending a large sum of money on military protection.

Military and Economic Resources (4)
      Israel and the United States signed a deal to give Israel $30 billion in military aid over the next decade in what officials called a long-term investment in peace.  The officials insisted that the deal was not dependent on a simultaneous American plan for $20 billion in sales of sophisticated arms to its Arab allies, including Egypt and Saudi Arabia. But Israeli officials acknowledged that the aid to Israel would make it easier for the Bush administration to win Congressional approval of the arms sales to Arab countries. The new aid to Israel will average $3 billion a year on a sliding scale, an increase of about 25 percent from current figures, to begin in October 2008. That year, American economic aid to Israel, which has a vibrant, growing economy, is scheduled to end. Uniquely, officials said, the new deal allows Israel to spend 26.3 percent of the aid on arms from Israel’s domestic military industry; the rest of the money must be spent on American equipment.  The United States is the primary source of Israel's far superior arsenal. For more than 30 years, Israel had been the largest recipient of U.S. foreign assistance and since 1985 Jerusalem has received about $3 billion in military and economic aid each year from Washington. U.S. aid accounts for more than 20% of Israel's total defense budget.  Over the past decade, the United States has transferred more than $17 billion in military aid to this country of just under 7 million people.  Israel is one of the United States' largest arms importers. Between 1996 and 2005 (the last year for which full data is available), Israel took delivery of $10.19 billion in U.S. weaponry and military equipment, including more than $8.58 billion through the Foreign Military Sales program, and another $1.61 billion in Direct Commercial Sales.  During the Bush
administration, from 2001 to 2005, Israel received $10.5 billion in Foreign Military Financing the Pentagon's biggest military aid program and $6.3 billion in U.S. arms deliveries. The aid figure is larger than the arms transfer figure because it includes financing for major arms agreements for which the equipment has yet to be fully delivered. The most prominent of these deals is a $4.5 billion sale of 102 Lockheed Martin F-16s to Israel.
        Given the billions of dollars of aid it provides to Israel every year and the central role of U.S.-supplied weaponry in the Israeli arsenal, the United States has considerable leverage that it could use to promote a cease fire in the current conflict between Israel and Hezbollah before more Israeli and Lebanese civilians are killed and displaced. President Bush needs to go beyond vague calls for restraint to demands for a cease-fire between Israel and Hezbollah, bringing in other key actors in the region, including Iran and Syria.  Israel has a technologically advanced market economy with substantial, though diminishing, government participation. It depends on imports of crude oil, grains, raw materials, and military equipment. Despite limited natural resources, Israel has intensively developed its agricultural and industrial sectors over the past 20 years. Israel imports substantial quantities of grain, but is largely self-sufficient in other agricultural products. Cut diamonds, high-technology equipment, and agricultural products (fruits and vegetables) are the leading exports. Israel usually posts sizable trade deficits, which are covered by large transfer payments from abroad and by foreign loans. Roughly half of the government's external debt is owed to the US, which is its major source of economic and military aid. The bitter Israeli-Palestinian conflict; difficulties in the high-technology, construction, and tourist sectors; and fiscal austerity in the face of growing inflation led to small declines in GDP in 2001 and 2002. The economy rebounded in 2003-05, growing at a 4% to 5.2% rate each year, as the government tightened fiscal policy and implemented structural reforms to boost competition and efficiency in the markets. The
conflict with Lebanon in summer 2006 slightly dampened GDP growth, but continuing strong foreign investment, tax revenue, and private consumption levels helped the economy recover quickly. Israel’s export partners are US 38.4%, Belgium 6.5%, Hong Kong 5.9%.   Israel’s GDP purchasing power parity is $170.3 billion with a budget of $48.4 billion.  Israel is the 15th most important supplier of good and services to Belgium before countries such as Finland, Switzerland or Brazil. Israel is the 13th biggest customer for Belgian goods and services before countries such as China, Japan or Poland.
        The biggest source of trade between Israel and Belgium is diamond. Indeed, in 2005 Israeli exports of diamonds to Belgium amounted to $2,805 million while Israeli imports of diamonds from Belgium amounted to $3,360.8 million.  In 2005, outside of diamonds, Israel exported goods and services to Belgium for $874.1 million and imported goods and services from Belgium for $1,196.8 million.  After diamonds, the most important sectors regarding Israeli exports to Belgium are (% excluding diamonds):
- Base metals & articles thereof (26.8%)
- Machinery, electrical equipment, image and sound recorders, and their parts (24.5%)
- Products of the chemical or allied industries ( 21.2%)
After diamonds, the most important sectors regarding Israeli imports from Belgium are excluding diamonds:
- Products of the chemical or allied industries ( 21.3%)
- Machinery, electrical equipment, image and sound recorders, and their parts (19.5%)
- Plastics, rubber and articles thereof (18.5%)

Role of Nationalism (5)

The role of nationalism in Israeli politics is unique in the sense that Israeli nationalism is the hybridization of religious and nationalist sentiment.  In most cultures, a nation is not necessarily defined by its religion.  For example, being an Arab is not synonymous with being Muslim.  In contrast, if one is Jewish as stipulated by Jewish religious doctrine, then the right to immigrate and become an Israeli citizen is guaranteed to that person upon moving to Israel.  At the same time, the overwhelming majority of the citizens of Israel are Jewish excluding the Arab and Palestinian minority.  Thus, Israeli nationalism is in effect Jewish nationalism, and Jewish nationalism for many decades was manifested in the political movement of Zionism.

Founded by Theodore Herzl in 1897, political Zionism, as opposed to Ahad Ha’am’s spiritual Zionism, stresses the goal of political sovereignty for the Jewish people. Spiritual Zionism saw the Jewish state as a means to overcome the pressure of assimilation faced abroad by Jews in the Diaspora.  The state would provide a center to nurture and cultivate a Jewish identity.  Political Zionism worried more about the persecution of Jews abroad and the need for a Jewish state as a safe haven for a dispersed nation. These two stems of thought comprised the essence of Jewish nationalism in the first part of the twentieth century.  After the creation of the Jewish state of Israel in 1948, it is unclear whether either political or spiritual Zionism achieved their respective goals.  For the political case, anti-Semitism still exists, and many Jews choose to live in countries abroad such as America. Similarly, Israel isn’t quite the “spiritual center” envisioned by Ha’am ending the trend of assimilation.  Nevertheless, even with the creation of Israel, contemporary Zionism still endures in Israeli society today.

Typically, nationalism exists as an opposition to the state and thrives when it is unsuccessful, that is when the nation doesn’t have a state of its own.  However, in the case of Zionism, it did succeed in producing a state yet still remains strong as a nationalist movement.  This is partly the case because the nation is not defined by the need for territory itself but motivated strongly by religious tradition and identity as well. The fact that Israel is defined as the “Jewish State” exemplifies this notion.  In this manner, Jewish nationalism remains distinct from most forms of nationalism by staying relevant to contemporary Israeli politics after its initial goal has been achieved.

Because of persistent anti-Semitism and antagonism toward Israel, especially from its neighbors, Jewish nationalism today focuses on the survival of the Jewish state and the security of its borders.  Israel shares borders with four Arab states, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan, as well as the Palestinian occupied territories of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.  Israel has been able to strike peace agreements with Jordan and Egypt by conceding territory taken during the 1967 Six Day War.  Similarly, negotiations with Syria focus on returning the Golan Heights also taken by Israel in the Six Day War while peace talks with Palestinian leaders are heading towards a two-state solution giving Palestinians their own territory to create a Palestinian state.  Ardent nationalists strongly oppose these types of agreements rejecting the concession of hard-won territory for recognition by Arab states of Israel’s right to exist.  

Currently, the most pressing threat to the survival of the Jewish state is Iran, specifically its nuclear aspirations and support of terrorism.  The public denial of the Holocaust by Iran’s leader as well as the call for the destruction of Israel’s regime and the exit of Zionists from the Middle East entirely signals the biggest challenge to Jewish nationalism.  As the UN, the International Atomic Energy Agency, and other powerful countries intervene to prevent the development of Iran’s nuclear program, Israel’s sense of nationalism suggests that Israel will do more than just issue sanctions.  President Ahmadinejad in June of 2007 declared that the end of the Zionist regime had “started at the hands of Hezbollah’s children” and the hope to witness its eventual destruction.  With hostile statements such as these, Iran going nuclear poses a serious threat to Israel’s survival either directly from Iran or from the terrorist organizations it supports.  Iran is already known to support Hezbollah and their attacks on the northern border.  The mere possibility of a transfer of nuclear technology to this group would have ruinous consequences for Israel.

Moreover, the role of nationalism permeates deeper into Israeli policy than just the presence of Zionism.  Following the creation of Israel in 1948, Arab nationalism went on the rise in the 1950s advocated by Arab leaders like Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt.  And as Arab nationalism waned after the defeat of the Arabs in 1967 and more unsuccessful wars in 1973 and 1982, Palestinian nationalism mounted.  The occurrence of the First Intifada in 1987 and the Second Intifada in 2000 represent the heights of Palestinian nationalism challenging Israeli rule.  Much of the violence and terrorism within the borders of Israel is a result of the clash of Palestinian nationalism demanding a Palestinian state and Israeli nationalism preserving the Jewish state.  More so than in many other areas of international politics and conflict, nationalism plays a significant, omnipresent role in Israeli politics and Israel’s dealings with other states.
International Organizations (6)

The extent of Israel’s economic and military resources would suggest Israel’s membership in numerous regional and international organizations.  To the contrary, the nature of foreign relations in the Middle East between Arabs and Israelis explains Israel’s absence or exclusion from regional organizations largely dominated by Arab states.  Furthermore, because Israel is viewed as being on the European and Western side of the culture war or North/South divide, African third world states aren’t very supportive of Israeli membership either.  Nonetheless, Israel is a member of several international organizations and is building alliances with many developed states.


Israel was shortly admitted to the UN after becoming a state in 1948.  Many countries have called for Israel’s withdrawal from the UN, but it still remains a member.  Recently put into force in 2000, Israel entered the EU-Israel Association Agreement liberalizing trade between Israel and the EU and strengthening relations with the member countries.  In 2007, the OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) allowed Israel and several other rising countries to begin accession discussions.  Israel is also a member of the World Trade Organization.  Their strongest alliance has been with the United States.  The U.S. was the first country to recognize Israel and has long provided the state with aid and military technology.  Israel also has strong relations with Germany and Turkey though Turkey’s alliance has been tumultuous.

A more ambiguous area of international agreement for Israel concerns nuclear weapons.  Israel is not a signatory of the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty.  Although they have historically remained silent on the issue, it is accepted internationally that Israel does possess nuclear weapons.  They have signed the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty suggesting they won’t be doing much testing with those weapons.  Also, being a member of the UN, Israel is also a member of its International Atomic Energy Agency.  Israel is a signatory of the Chemical Weapons Convention and many counterterrorism conventions as well.  
