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Position Paper




Germany: The Greatest Country in The World


It is our pleasure as a group to unite under the great German flag of black, red and gold. After a painful past of war, death, and disorganization, Germany is ready to show the world that we here and we are ready to commit to the betterment of the world. We are strong economically, strong in the areas of research and development, we are constantly improving in the realm of education standards, we are peaceful, we are united…we are GERMANY!!!!
Nationalism

Historically, Germany tends to shy away from being an overly nationalistic state.  Initially, the country's national identity grew out of tensions between the upper class Protestants, and the lower class Catholics, however, despite these struggles, it provided a basis for the unification of a German national identity (http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3686/is_199604/ai_n8755217/pg_1).  It was, however, since the end of the Second World War that any public displays of nationalism have been curbed.  The rise of Hitler and Nazi nationalism pushed non-supporters away from having any Germanic pride.  Many felt that it was hard to cultivate a German national identity without being associated with the Nazi Party.  Items that were traditionally considered "German," such as stories by the Brothers Grimm and the music of Richard Wagner were being rejected, as they represented a part of Nazi Germany.  As a country that has been involved in a number of major wars, from the Franco-Prussian War to the Cold War, Germany holds on to its nationalism as a way of standing united as a nation.  The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1990 united Germany, and gave the two sides a new sense of national identity.  Today, the Germans take pride in their country, but are also the first to admit their mistakes of the past, for example, Hitler and World War II.  This can be seen in the fact that Germans are one of the most internationally aware nations in the world.  For example, in comparison to the United States, Germans are more apt to read a newspaper that has large international coverage, as opposed to their local news, as they feel that world affairs have greater importance (http://www.ifa.de/journal/rep2004_fugleberg.html). German nationalism does exist, however, its people show a more humble attitude towards their place in the world.  As Europe's economic leader, Germany does have an important place, not only within the EU, but also in the world.  The United States is Germany's second largest trading partner, however, Germany chooses downplay its domestic successes in order to focus on the greater good of the world. Today, Germany is one of the most prosperous countries globally and is ranked in the top ten countries in the world in the areas of military spending, GNP, GNP per capita, and is the leading exporter beating out the United States, Japan, and China.   

Foreign Policy

The foreign policy of Germany has change drastically over the years, and at one point under the extreme dictator Adolf Hitler its foreign policy was global domination and to become the superior race. With the days of Hitler and WWII behind it now Germany’s views have shifted dramatically. Germany’s foreign policy is  now aimed towards the of maintaining freedom, peace and prosperity, promoting democracy, developing respect for human rights all over the world, fostering sustainable development in all countries of the southern hemisphere and safeguarding the future of the global community (http://www.germany.info/relaunch/politics/foreign/policy.html .)

Foreign policy is the job of the federal government of Germany. The Chancellor sets the guidelines of foreign policy. These guidelines then become the responsibility of the foreign minister; he is in charge of the daily operation of foreign policy as head of the foreign office. Foreign policy for country such as Germany requires different levels since it is affiliated with the EU and the international world (http://www.twq.com/06winter/docs/06winter_karp.pdf). 

Germany’s foreign policy on the EU level is primarily focused on deepening and enlarging the European Union, so that it can become active in all areas of global policy as well as on the further development of partnership-relations with the regions bordering the EU, thus promoting development, stability, and strength of the European Union. On the international level Germany wants to become intricately involved in global organizations. Germany’s approach towards international foreign policy will continue to be the further development of the Atlantic Alliance (NATO) and transatlantic cooperation as well as the strengthening of international organizations, most importantly the United Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the development of a more active and important role for Germany in these organizations (http://www.germany.info/relaunch/politics/foreign/policy.html.).

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Domestic variables and their affect in the international policies of Germany


There are five domestic variables that might determine how a country will react or respond to international situations. Germany has a detailed outline of their foreign policy created within the coalition agreement. Because of how Germany’s government is arranged, certain variables take precedent over others. It is important to understand the reasons why this occurs and what that means to foreign policy. 


The first domestic variable to examine is the leader of the country and the idiosyncrasies that they bring to their leadership. When examining the idiosyncrasies of that leader, it’s important to realize their personality within the role that they are in. Certain leadership roles allow for the personality to become prominent, while others require the leader to follow strict guidelines or structures that make the personality less extrusive. Germany falls into the latter category.   

Germany’s democracy is a two leader system. The head of the government is the Chancellor. The Chancellor’s duties are numerous. She assembles a Cabinet and together they create the agenda for the nation. The ministers in the Cabinet are expected to conduct their departments autonomously, but if there is indecision or disagreements the Chancellor can override. It’s important to note that the Chancellor has supreme command of the nations military. The Chancellor can also suggest to the President that the Bundestag be dissolved. 

The Chancellor is elected by the Bundestag, which is the nation’s legislative body. There are 614 seats in the Bundestag, and to be elected the Chancellor must have the majority to be elected. The Chancellor is elected to four year terms. Often a coalition must be formed in order to obtain a majority vote. The current Bundestag is compromised of six various parties. The assembly is divided into the following parties: Christian Democratic Union/ Christian Social Union with 35.2% of the seats, Social Democratic Party with 34.3% of the seats, Free Democratic Party with 9.8% of the seats, Left Party with 8.7% of the seats, Greens with 8.1% of the seats, and others with 3.9% of the seats (Bundesregierung Online). When a Chancellor is elected by a coalition, a coalition agreement is formed. The Chancellor is bound to follow the policies set within this agreement. 

In getting elected to office it is most likely that her idiosyncrasies played a key role, yet in governing her nation the role becomes more significant. She does not govern exclusively and works within a Cabinet. While she can override her ministers’ opinions, she is still bound to follow the coalition agreement. This limits the range of the personality. If an international incident were to occur, Frau Merkel would first have to find agreement with her government before she could act. 

The second leader of the nation is the President. The President is the figure head of the country and is considered the head of state. He is elected by a federal assembly compromised of a number of delegates from the various states of Germany and the Bundestag. He is elected for five year terms and is eligible for a second term His tasks are focused on the more diplomatic side of politics. While he does officially appoint the Chancellor and dismiss her he is not part of the election process. Only if the Bundestag cannot form a coalition and obtain the majority vote does the President become involved. He does appoint the ministers in the cabinet, yet he uses the considerations of the Chancellor. He is not involved in creating the government’s agenda. For the purpose of examining the influence of domestic variables; the focus should not be on the President. The President is the head of the state, but the Chancellor is the head of the government. When examining the creation and implementation of foreign policy, the Chancellor is the leader. 

The next domestic variable that can influence international policies is the governmental factor. Germany is a democracy and elected officials do create the international policy. Currently Germany has an open economy, and tends to support international involvement. That does not mean that this will continue indefinitely though. As stated before, Germany’s Chancellor generally needs to form a coalition in order to get the majority vote. The Bundestag has the opportunity to change with each election. So, while the Bundestag currently votes towards more open policies, the next elections might change the make up so that closed policies are favored. Again, the Chancellor is required to comply with the coalition agreement created by the coalition parties within the Bundestag. This means that it is perfectly possible for policies to change with the elections. 


Currently though, Germany’s foreign policies are very similar to their domestic policies. It seems that many domestic policies are extended into the foreign policies that Germany holds. One example is Germany’s domestic policies toward the environment. There are various sections of the coalition agreement that focus on improving the environmental standards of the country. There are specific outlines/strategies for energy efficient buildings, climate protection and energy emissions trading, and reorganization of environmental law, to name a few. This directly relates to Germany’s foreign policy on the environment. Germany is a strong supporter of the Kyoto treaty. The policies state specifically that the country will support the establishment of an international climate protection regime, and support other industrialized countries in a new climate regime as well. The coalition agreement, domestic policy, also has a number of sections devoted to decreasing unemployment and increasing opportunities for business. This translates in the foreign policy as support for the Lisbon strategy of 2005 which works directly with the EU member states to create more growth and employment. The foreign policies are created directly by the governmental agency, the Bundestag/Chancellor, and therefore tend to relate to and extend the domestic policies. 


Generally, if the governmental factor is a greater influence in foreign policy then the societal factor is a lesser influence. Evaluating the influence of public opinion on the foreign policy is difficult to measure. Half the members of the Bundestag are elected by the population while the other half are elected by party-list proportional representation. Therefore, there is most likely some member accountability to their voters. However, there was strong public objection to sending troops into Afghanistan and yet Germany did send in some of their military (Cremer, Bloomberg.com). Statistics show that Germans view globalization as a threat (59% of the population that was surveyed) while the foreign policy works directly toward increasing their global competitiveness and participation. Another survey indicates that the majority of Germany is in favor of EU enlargement, and Germany’s foreign policy supports enlargement as well. (Special Eurobarometer). Given the statistics, it is most likely that public opinion, while noted, does not take precedence in determining foreign policy.   


The last domestic factor that could influence the international foreign policy is the systemic factor. Germany is a globalized nation, and has created working alliances with many countries in order to increase their growth. 
 Friends and Enemies

The United States has always been an important ally to Germany since the end of World War II.  Germany and the United States have been key partners in achieving freedom and peace, particularly utilizing the tools of NATO.  Their efforts combined have allowed for the passing of the 1987 US-USSR Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, the Final Settlement Treaty, and the 1990 Conventional Armed Forces in Europe Treaty (State.gov.  "Germany." http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/3997.html).  More recently, however, Germany and the United States have worked together to help combat terrorism, and rely on each other for security and prosperity.  


In addition to the United States, Germany also has close ties with the other members of the EU and NATO.  Overall, Germany has strong relationships with other nations of similar stature, and is able to rely on their allies for support.


Enemies of Germany would be the common enemy of any western first world country – those that threaten the security and prosperity of their nation, for example, Islamic terrorist groups, and members of other terror organizations.

Alliances and Organizational Participation
 Since German reunification, Germany has been very active in regional and global organizations. It was one of the founding members of the European Union and held the presidency for the first half of 2007. Germany has been a member of the United Nations since 1973 and is the third largest contributor to the United Nations budget. (Following the United States and Japan) Germany has been a member of the north Atlantic Treaty Organization since 1955 and has sent soldiers to assist in NATO led missions. Germany is also a member of the World Trade Organization and the International Monetary Fund. 


Germany held the EU Presidency for the first half of 2007. The German Government had specific goals for the EU while holding that office which included increasing the EU’s transparency and effectiveness and promoting concrete ideas that would benefit EU’s citizens. The approval rating for the EU was at its highest levels in ten years after the German’s Presidency. 


German soldiers have been sent to Afghanistan, as part of the NATO force. They have sent about 3,500 troops and six tornado jets and have spent $2.7 billion dollars in military involvement (Cremer, Bloomberg.com). They are currently voting on the option to extend the military assistance to NATO for another 12months, the Chancellor is in favor of it. 


Germany states clearly in the foreign policy section of the coalition agreement that alliances are very important to its country. It specifically mentions the Transatlantic Partnership, which is an alliance with the US. Germany would like to improve and build upon their relations with Russia, support democratic and economic reform in the Ukraine, strengthening democracy in Belarus, support for reform for countries in the Middle East, devote increase attention to the challenges facing Asia, and help develop bodies responsible for security policy (help them help themselves) in Africa. 

Germany is very involved in international organizations and alliances. There are many reasons for this. Germany needs to increase their economic growth, and for that positive alliances are necessary. Germany also shares boarders with many other European nations, and try to maintain healthy alliances with these countries to maintain peace. The state also has maintained alliances based on their past history. The main example in this respect is their alliance with Israel.    
