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As officially stated by the Embassy of France, France’s foreign policy is based upon the following principles: the right of peoples to self- determination, respect for human rights and democratic principles, and the respect for the rule of law and cooperation among nations (Embassy of France). France concentrates on preserving its national sense of independence while at the same time fostering international solidarity. This translates into a France that is very concerned with an influential international agenda, as France believes that it has a special role in the world. A belief that began with the end of the French Revolution of 1789, when the monarchical government was overthrown to give way to a society that was better represented, and where democratic institutions and the rule of law could ultimately take root (Embassy of France). 

France’s rank and influence in the world is very important to its government. The idea that France has a “civilizing mission” in the world that came following the revolution is still valid today;  since the revolution, French political figures share the belief that France has the obligation to act as the civilization beacon of the world (Embassy of France). Aside from being one of the founding and charter members of the United Nations, France also holds one of the permanent seats in the Security Council, as well as being member of most of its specialized and related agencies. France has been a key player in the achievement of the political and economic union of the United Nations, and has fought to push the United Nations towards becoming a force of positive and broad reaching change in Europe as well as the world. 

France is very interested in pursuing “multipolarity” in military, economic, and political matters, as it believes in a balanced system of international affairs that aims to outgrow regional global differences; a principle that is generally in contradiction with global domination by one power. France favors a strong multilateral approach, which it believes is best accomplished via a multipolar world system; with such a role, not only does France look to strengthen international law, but also to confirm France’s great power status (Embassy of France).  France is very conscious of the fact that we live in a world dominated by what the French call – the American “hyperpower”. In 1978, Jacques Chirac wrote: 

“The French should not believe their country is destined to become a small power without influence on the destiny of the world… The world has nothing to gain from the American-Soviet diarchy. When we oppose ourselves to it, we not only defend our independence and our interest, but also the freedom and the peace of the world. Among all states France is one of the best placed to take the lead of a resistance … that will not fail to attract sympathy and support”. 

Almost thirty years later, one can still see this text as a blueprint in recent decisions by the French in the UN Security Council. For example, in 2003, when questions about legitimate use of force against Iraq were raised, France became critical of the Bush’s Administration preemptive actions arguing that a certain criteria needed to be met in order to justify military intervention. France argued that no one can act alone in the name of all just as no one can accept the anarchy of society without rules, further adding that there is no alternative to the United Nations and that Multilateralism is essential, that it is up to the United Nations to set the boundaries for the use of force and that no one could appropriate that right to use it unilaterally and preventively (Embassy of France).


France has a lengthy and entwined history with the Middle East, partly because of France’s demographic position. With an estimated six to eight million Muslims living in France, a population that the French government has found somewhat difficult to integrate in the French society, there is great political sensitivity within France with any issue that involves the Muslim world. In a 2002 poll, 33 % of those who participated in the poll said that North-Africans could not be integrated into the French society, and 56 % said that they believed there were too many immigrants in France. Because France borders the Mediterranean, they view the Middle East as a neighboring region whose political developments will eventually have an impact on France. 


France has also had a long and intertwined history of Religious violence. During the 16th century many thousands died and society greatly divided as a consequence of religious differences. During the 19th and 20th century, the government concentrated on separating government and religion, and eventually implemented “Laïcité,” which not only implied secularism, but rather attempted to strike a balance between religious freedom and public order. In 2005, riots broke out in the streets of Paris and surrounding areas. The rioting, by predominately North-African immigrants was a protest against high unemployment levels and low levels of educations and turned  violent against public and private property alike; eventually, the government declared a state of emergency and responded with curfews and police intervention. 

Currently, the French government protects the freedom of religion, while at the same time there is no state church in France, in order to prevent religious groups from engaging in political activism that could upset public order. Approximately 40 % of the Muslim community describe themselves as practicing, and encourage their children to pursue what they view as traditional Islamic practices within France’s public school system. Lately, the French government has felt that such practices have been disruptive in the school system, and have since implemented laws that have pitted the Muslim community against the government. For example, the French government, in 2004 and by a wide margin, passed a bill that prohibited “obvious” religious symbols in the school system such as head scarves or large crosses. This has caused some Muslim governmental officials to condemned the passing of the bill and view it as a negative instrument towards the Muslim immigrant community.

Terrorism also has an extended history in France, since the 1960’s; France has been a repeated target of terrorists. In response, the French government has created a number of intelligence agencies and specialized police forces to combat terrorism, usually with successful results. For example, in 1994, the specialized police forces prevented a hijacking at the Marseille Airport by terrorists in an effort to crash a plane into the Eiffel Tower. In 1995, the Algerian terrorist organization GIA (Armed Islamic Group) deployed several bombs in a Paris subway killing a number of French citizens; the French government and its intelligence agencies and specialized police forces reacted in such swift and effective manner, that the bombings stopped.  In 2001, France revived an existing law enforcement measured called “Vigipirate” originally established in 1978. “Vigipirate” increases surveillance of public places, and gives government the authority to cancel holidays that could be potential terrorist targets. It also allows for the intervention of military forces in order to secure airports, nuclear plants, embassies, and other places of importance that could come under terrorist threat. 


France has historically made an effort to maintain amicable relations with states that follow certain standards of behavior, specifically those who do not harbor terrorist organizations, violate basic human rights or follow widely accepted ethical codes.  However, at different points in time, as governments fall in and out of power, dynamics tend to change.  In recent history France has been politically aligned with the U.S. and other sovereign states that belong to the U.N. and the E.U.  Recently France’s stance on America’s war with Iraq has changed drastically with the election of President Nicolas Sarkozy.  Previously, France did not support the aggressive preemptive actions taken by the US with UN approval.  It could be argued that France’s most important “friend” is the U.S because of the complete military domination it maintains over the rest of the world; however other European powers such as the United Kingdom and Germany are equally vital allies.  The most dangerous enemies of France would include unstable undemocratic states that are developing nuclear technology such as North Korea, Libya, and Iran.
Nicolas Sarkozy’s idiosyncrasies are key factors in his governance of France.  His political experience and expertise is extensive including mayoral, Ministry positions for the Budget, Interior, Finance and presidential leadership in the political party, Union for a Popular Movement (UMP), posts.  His 30+ years as a civil servant has honed his perceptions and actions in the decision making of French politics.  His charisma is especially noted by both supporters and opponents alike as a driving force of his public appeal.  Sarkozy is well known for his preoccupation with public persona and image; evidenced by his suppression of gossip and media reports of family and personal affairs and as well as by being superbly dressed and photographed.  His robust attitude towards many political subjects and his oftentimes uncouth or insensitive remarks about issues, has caused him to be labeled as a sort of maverick.  His stance on foreign policy follows with his persona as an individualist; he is considered highly pro-American, conservative and as being influential in anti-terrorism policies.  
Although Sarkozy can be considered forceful when confronted with political policies and agendas, he fully respects the conventions of the French presidency.  The position, or role, of the presidency has at length been molded into its current state by French governmental necessity and the people of France.   There are many honorable and traditional roles associated with the French presidency, namely the transfer of power from out- going presidents to incoming and other elements of ceremony (e.g. medals, traditional occasions and actions).  The French expectation of the presidency and other political offices is one of adherence to the cultural traditions and the democratic character of France.

The democratic character of governmental domestic France also defines foreign policy initiatives.  France has developed many democratic friendships, particularly with countries in the EU and some in the UN.  France’s ties with democratic Germany remain remarkably strong and somewhat interdependent.  The French National Assembly, the lower democratic law making body, is composed of multiple political parties and coalitions all of which contribute to reasonably competent, transparent political actions and decisions both in domestic and foreign measures. 


French values, namely Catholic, moderately socialist and global contender elements decidedly shape societal conventions.  Conservative values shared by the predominantly Catholic public transmute themselves into domestic as well as foreign policy.  Public support and approval rates have traditionally been a major component of the French government.  The relatively new inclusion of Muslim and North African immigrants has added social dynamism to political endeavors concerning domestic housing, employment, welfare and tolerance as well as to international issues such as human trafficking and terrorism.  The foreign global image of France is one of staunch individuality and diversity within a European symbiotic community and as a powerhouse of international diplomacy.  

Unsurprisingly, French diplomacy oftentimes centers on domestic and international resources.  Systematically, France has a predominately agricultural, telecommunication, and defense economy, which calls for international relations in order to sustain productivity.  Located in the heart of Europe, interdependencies forged through the EU have bolstered French workers, especially in the agricultural arena by subsidies and the open free market.  

France ranks among the world’s richest nations. France has become the world’s ninth largest economic power in terms of purchasing power parity GDP in 2006 (CIA World Fact Book) at $ 1,902,000,000,000. In terms of per capita GDP, Frances also ranks thirtieth at $ 31,200, trailing Germany, the United Kingdom, and Singapore at $ 31,900, $ 31,800, and $ 31,400, respectively. The largest labor force sector in France is its service sector, with 77.2 % is the largest of the three sectors; Industry and Agriculture rank in at 20.6 % and 2.2 % respectively. Income from tourism, part of the service sector, has remained very high; France is the most visited country in the world.  With an unemployment rate of 8.70 %, it ranks low in unemployment compared to countries such as the United States and Japan, even trailing the European Union average, with 4.80 %, 4.10%, and 8.50% respectively. France also ranks critically low in terms of real GDP growth, with 2.20 %, France stands at almost the bottom of the list. (CIA World Fact Book)
The French government has privatized many of its large companies and leading firms, yet, it still controls some sectors, particularly those of power, public transport, and defense industry. In 2006, the French government implemented measures designed to increase labor market flexibility, the French population however, has generally been opposed to any major labor reforms, which translates into the government not being able to efficiently revitalize its economy. The tax burden has remained one of the highest in Europe, constituting nearly 50 % of GDP in 2005. (CIA World Fact Book)

Currently, France is at the forefront of the efforts to expand and strengthen the EU's military capabilities to supplement progress toward an EU foreign policy. Compared to most other countries, France is relative strong in terms of economic power and military power. The 2007 French Defense Budget is 59.6 billion and with reported personnel strength of 779,450 in 2006, the French Armed Forces constitutes the largest military in Europe and the twentieth largest in the world by troop number. The French Armed Forces also have the third largest expenditure of any military in the world, as well as the fourth nuclear force in the world, behind the United States, Russia, and Great Britain (Wikipedia). France is also the fifth largest member state contributing to NATO operations and the third largest contributor to the common budgets funding Alliance operations (Embassy of France). 

France has become the world’s second largest exporter of services and farm products and the fourth largest exporter of goods. France’s main customers are Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, Belgium, Luxembourg, Spain and the United States. France’s European Union partners constitute about 63 % of its total trade. France is ranked eighth in the world with regards to the amount of export with $ 490,000,000,000, trailing countries such as Germany and the United States with $ 1,133,000,000,000, and $ 1,024,000,000,000, respectively. France is also ranked seventh in the world with regards to total imports in 2006 with $ 529,100,000,000, trailing behind countries such as United States and China with $1,869,000,000,000, and $ 777,900,000,000, respectively. Energy independence for France comes in at almost half with 48 %. Of its total energy consumption, France consumes 31.7 % in Oil, 35.5 % in Electricity, 13.6 % in Gas, 6.4 % in Coal, and 4.7 % in renewable energies (Embassy of France). 

French ideologies are based upon a variety of democratic principles, but have been shown to be subservient to French nationalistic fervor.  Nationalism is embodied within the French people and overrides any claims at ideology seen particularly in the past though the rejection of communism and currently though anti-terrorism sentiments. France takes pride in its world renowned language, art, architecture, food and fashion.  France envisions itself as unique and independent, but also recognizes the need for international cooperation.
France is extremely active in inter- and intranational organizations.  Post WWII the need for a more stable European Peace prompted France and other countries to band together in order to sustain a prosperous existence.  France became a member of the UN and sits on its most influential councils (e.g. Security) as a way to ensure this ideal existence.  NATO too was formed, and of which France became a member, to act a defense against non-liberal, non-democratic threats.  Eventually, though economic and trade agreements the EU was established, which further linked European states together through commerce and foreign relations.  France has been a leader and great beneficiary of the EU from its inception and regularly remains in accordance to EU treaties and foreign perceptions.  France maintains these alliances for many purposes, foremost being the exportation of democratic and liberal ideas as well as economic advantages.
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