For an Authentic History of the Shoah in All Holocaust Centers (Draft)
We all share the values of responsibility to truth in history acknowledging an
imperialist Europe with political possessions in North Africa, fairness to make space for
Holocaust victims outside the geographic entity of Europe as a continent, respect to all
victims, who were persecuted in the Holocaust, and last but not least accountability to
the public, students, scholars and teachers.
It is a call to correct an historical injustice of neglect, misrepresentation and
marginalization at Holocaust museums and centers in the world: Shaked is asking people
to speak up for historical justice and historical equality and for an authentic history of
the Shoah, inclusive of the persecution and murder of the Jews in the European
possessions in North Africa (French Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and in Italian Libya) and
in other places, for the sake of the memory of all victims of the Holocaust, a Jewish
tragedy, and for truth in history.
"True history" means that historians must acquire all relevant facts, carefully weigh
the surrounding circumstances, and not impose personal preconceptions on the facts
and circumstances.
There is no doubt that Yad Vashem and other Holocaust centers in the world, serve the
greater public good. And Shaked hopes that they will be inclusive in their
documentation, research and information on all the Jewish victims persecuted and
murdered in the Holocaust and in World War II.
The Centers/Museums of Shoah/Holocaust, such as Yad Vashem in Israel, the Museum of
the Shoah in Paris, France and others, must look at the historical political realities of
the era, at an imperialist Europe, at the correct evolution of the events in World
War II, and at all the documents and historical evidence of the period. Unlike the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM), it seems that other
Shoah/Holocaust museums and centers look at Europe of today, and do not present the
whole story of the Shoah, as per the political realities of the era.
The intention of this report is to ensure an accurate history and an attempt to correct
the record. I feel that I have the ethical, moral and educational reasons to help my
American and foreign Holocaust students learning all the correct facts, as they really
were in the historical realities of that time.
My intention is to have people correct mistakes, in order to promote a correct history of
the Holocaust, and prevent attacks from others on this complex history.
I feel that I have the ethical, moral and educational reasons, to help all my Holocaust
students learn the correct facts, as they really were in the historical realities of that time,
and in the course of World War II. No war, no Holocaust. We also have that duty for the
memory of all victims, not to separate their stories, because they died in different places.
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Unlike the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM), it seems that Yad
Vashem, the Shoah Museum in Paris, France, and other Shoah/Holocaust museums do
not present the whole story of the Shoah, as per the historic and political realities of
the era. A recent long investigation was triggered by an email to Edith Shaked from YV
chief historian, Dan Michman (Dec. 2009), whom Shaked met at a Holocaust
international conferences she attended (the Holocaust Education Foundation has been
generously granting scholarship for Shaked to regularly attend the Lessons & Legacies
series).
Holocaust Education at the Museum of the Shoah in Paris, France
Museum of the Shoah in Paris, France, “the biggest center of documentation of
Europe on the history of the genocide of the Jews”:
“The Mémorial de la Shoah didn’t stop to collect documents about the fate of the Jews in
France and Europe during World War II.”1
In its “history of the Jews in France and Europe during World War II” and “History of
the Shoah in Europe,”2 the narrative does not mention the expansion of the Shoah in the
European possessions of French Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and in Italian Libya. There is
a separate exhibit on “History of the Jews of Tunisia during World War II:”
http://www.memorialdelashoah.org/b_content/getContentFromNumLinkAction.do?type=
1&itemId=1025
Holocaust Education at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem, Israel
“History can be twisted out of shape a lot faster than you think, and certainly over a
slow period of time it can be destroyed beyond recognition. Therefore the value of what is
being done here is first of all to preserve historical truth.” Prime Minister of Israel
Benjamin Netanyahu at Yad Vashem on January 25, 2010.
Dr. Robert Satloff’s book AMONG THE RIGHTEOUS: LOST STORIES FROM THE
HOLOCAUST IN ARAB LANDS, confirms that the Final Solution was implemented in
France’s possessions of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia. Still, it seems that Yad Vashem,
the Israeli institution for Holocaust education, is misrepresenting history of the
Holocaust in order not to continue researching, documenting and educating on the
Sephardim/Hispanic Jews in North Africa in the Holocaust. As Satloff states in his book
in p. 181: “the question of the Holocaust’s long reach to Arab lands still divides Jews
rather than unites them.”
“Yad Vashem is wrong! Yehuda Bauer and the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum are right!” My University of Arizona and other students exclaimed. It seems that
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they compared the content at YV’s website with the content of their required textbook,
The Holocaust, by Yehuda Bauer, current academic advisor to Yad Vashem (YV).I was
surprised as, in the past, I used their material. So, I launched a long investigation of YV’s
site. There were indeed some significant changes, as I usually keep my old material. I
found the same problem with the Memorial de Shoah a Paris, France.
http://www.memorialdelashoah.org/
YV is the world center for the documentation, research, education on the Holocaust.
Yad Vashem (YV) in Jerusalem, the Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance
Authority, is the official Israeli Holocaust History Museum. YV “was established in 1953
by an act of the Knesset – the Israeli parliament”3 . For many, Israel and Yad Vashem
(YV) represents for the world the 6 million Jews.
YV is the world center. The International School for Holocaust Studies
YV is also the world center for documentation, research, interpretation, education,
and commemoration of the Holocaust. Every Year, thousands of students, teachers and
scholars from all over the world come to YV to learn the true facts and the whole story of
the Holocaust.
Yad Vashem is and should continue to remain the unique authentic voice of the
Holocaust. Its entire mission depends on accurately researching, interpreting, and
disseminating all the facts of the Holocaust. The goal is to guarantee that the history
researched, documented, and taught only at YV, is historically authentic, by being fully
inclusive.
If the Holocaust is an important event in Jewish history, it must continue to be told as
one story, and by the same institution, YV, and as per law. The overwhelming
demographic preponderance of Jewish victims in the countries of Europe, the geographic
continent, is not in question. But the stories of the Holocaust in Imperialist Europe French North Africa (NA) and Italian Libya- should continue to be researched and
informed at YV.
There shouldn’t be the appearance of inaccuracies, misrepresentations of the concept of
Europe as imperial Europe during the Holocaust, and manipulating Holocaust history and
definitions, to deny the realities about the Jewish victims of the Holocaust in France
d’outre mer (France oversea: the European colonies in North Africa), by excluding their
stories from YV’s resource center.
It is clear to me that all the excellent Holocaust scholars at YV are aware of the correct
historical realities of the Holocaust in an imperialist Europe inclusive of its French and
Italian North African possessions, and of the true Nazi ideological goal against all Jews.
The question is why are they pretending otherwise?
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Should YV dictate the world its new representation of history of the Shoah with what
seems to be wrong definitions and manipulation of quotations to justify a continuation
of discrimination against the Sephardic Jews of French North Africa, marginalizing their
history, and dividing the Jewish people?
As Dr. Robert Satloff writes in his 2006 book Among the Righteous: Lost Stories from the
Holocaust in Arab Lands, in p. 181:” the question of the Holocaust’s long reach to
Arab lands still divides Jews rather than unites them.”
The results of Shaked’s investigation seem to indicate that YV made a decision, after
2005, not to continue with its three legal obligations to research, document and
inform on North African Jewry in the Holocaust. YV continues to commemorate the
North African victims in the Holocaust and to count them in pages of testimony (“Albert
Mazouz perished in the Shoah” – Albert est le fils du Dr. Serge Mazouz a Paris), but it
changed its contents in its website, wrote wrong definitions and quotations (citations),
and misrepresented and manipulated history of the Shoah, to delegate its three legal
obligations to a one-man center, The Center for Information Documentation and
Research on North-African Jewry during WWII. This center is outside the new and big
building of YV.
A Pattern of Prejudice Discrimination
YV got tired of conflicts with Israeli North African Jews, and of complains that YV does
not do enough on Shoah in French North Africa as part of Vichy France (and YV indeed
hardly did since 1953). In Israel, North Africa Jews are called Sephardim (Hispanic Jews)
in Israel; they have dark skin.
When I told an Israeli friend who is familiar with Holocaust institutes and Holocaust
business, she told me: YV must have received a lot of money and didn’t want to spend it
on North African Jewry. Indeed YV received. The Israeli government and YV are
politically controlled by Ashkenazim. Some Sephardim have been adopting the motto,
“go along get along,” for their own personal or professional reasons and interests (the
same in France with North African Jewry who don’t want to rock the boat).
* Since 1953, when YV was still researching, documenting and educating on North
African Jews; but it published only one book, as per email of Assaf Tal at YV to
Shaked, in Jan. 12, 20010: “Yad Vashem published a unique lexicon about the Libya and
Tunisia's Jewish communities edited by Dr. Irit Abramski (Hebrew).”

This superb book (Shaked has it) is still in Hebrew. Some years ago, before YV moved to
the new building, Shaked met Irit Abramski, who told Shaked that there is no money to
translate it. The academic language is English, and interested foreign
researchers/students/teachers won’t be able to read this excellent book.
* Spain’s Reparation. “July 13th, 2000. No. 17/2000. Spain has agreed (to WJC) to
contribute $1.5 million to a fund for Holocaust survivors who are Sephardic Jews 4

descendants of the Jews who were expelled from Spain in 1492, the World Jewish
Congress (WJC) said on Thursday.
Spain, in a July 10 letter … asked the WJC to place a priority on aiding Holocaust
survivors from the Aegean seaport of Thessalonica in Greece, most of whom were killed
in the Holocaust, as well as Sephardic Holocaust survivors from Bulgaria…and Tunisia.
Elan Steinberg, WJC executive director, praised Spain for its handling of the issue of its
wartime gold transactions. ‘They (Spain) were absolutely objective and identified the
moral issue here. This is not a question of whether it was legal or not. It is a shining
example to other countries,'’ he said.”4
* Lawsuit in Israel. Ironically, three years later in Israel, Tunisia-born Jews had to sue
the Israeli government (and I guess YV advised them). WJC didn’t get involved, and is
also now ignoring Shaked’s complain; Ronald S. Lauder, WJC President, also serves as
Director of the International Board of Governors of the International Society for Yad
Vashem. In 2008, “Tunisian-born Israelis win state compensation for Holocaust
suffering.”5 They became “eligible for the same Israeli government stipends paid to
survivors of the Holocaust of European Jewry;”6 (news of February 12, 2008, in the
Israeli Newspaper Haaretz. “Tel Aviv District Court rules Tunisian Jews who lived under
Nazi regime deserve equal standing to European counterparts, are eligible for stipend as
victims of Nazi persecution.”7 “Jerusalem -Tunisian-born Israeli Jews who suffered
under Nazi occupation have won a 5-year battle to be paid the same Israeli government
stipends as European survivors of the Holocaust, according to a court document obtained
by The Associated Press. …
German troops occupied Tunisia in November 1942. According to Israel’s Yad Vashem
Holocaust memorial, around 5,000 Jews there were rounded up and subjected to forced
labor, and 20 Jewish activists were sent to their deaths in the extermination camps of
Europe before allied forces arrived in May 1943.
During the six months of Nazi rule in Tunisia, Jews were forced to wear yellow stars on
their clothing, many had their property seized and community leaders were arrested,
according to Yad Vashem’s Web site.
Many of those who moved to Israel left everything behind, … but despite their hardships
the Israeli government has maintained they did not qualify for payments from a fund set
up from German reparations for Nazi victims …”8
* Holocaust Law. “March 24, 2005: Knesset for passing an important amendment to the
Law for Sufferers of Nazi Persecution to include Jews from Libya and Tunisia. This
law will include Jews from these countries persecuted by the Nazis before or during
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WWII. The law was amended after a long battle and after a string of losses in the
Knesset. The law was proposed by Moshe Kahlon, Deputy Speaker of the Knesset and
Yitzhak Cohen, member of the Foreign Affairs Committee.”9
* Controversy over title of a book. Tal’s email: … the International School for Holocaust
Studies published an educational unit dedicated to North African Jews during the Holocaust:

Email does not mention that the book, published in 2006, is also in Hebrew. (“for Israeli
school children in middle and high schools  לתלמידי חטיבות הביניים והחטיבה העליונה.10
The thousands of foreign researchers/students/teachers attending the International
School for Holocaust Studies won’t be able to read it. There were also discussions how
to call the unit; as a compromise, the title was: The Jews of North Africa in the era of
the Holocaust (not “during the Holocaust” as written by Tal.). YV is now, because of
Shaked’s outspoken criticism, trying to minimize the issues.
One must be deeply troubled by an apparent bias with the lack of English publication
about North African Jewry in the Holocaust.
Misrepresentation of Holocaust history. It seems that this context of friction between
Ashkenazim and Sephardim in Israel, and a money issue, may explain the decision of YV
to rewrite the content of YV’s website, in order not to continue to research, document
and inform on North Africa Jewry. It appears that there were manipulation of quotations,
some incorrect definitions, and misrepresentation of the history of the Jews in French
North Africa, in order to justify YV supporting, with a specific and separate budget, a
project on research, documentation and information on North Africa Jewry during World
War II, outside Yad Vashem.

Introduction
Michman’s email. It all started following an email from Dan Michman, YV’s chief
historien, to Edith Shaked:
dan.michman@yadvashem.org.i
l
to
edith.shaked@gmail.com
date
Mon, Dec 28, 2009 at 6:33 AM
hide details
RE: Research on Holocaust outside 12/28/09
subject
Europe
mailed-by
yadvashem.org.il
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“Dear Edith,
I definitely remember you.
Re North Africa: we had a very successful joint onference with Mechon Ben Zwi on the
topic in April 2008, and Dr. Haim Saadoun and myself are in an advance stage of editing
the book with selected refereed papers on the topic. There is an article about Nabeaul. Dr.
Saadoun heads the documentation project on the Jews of North Africa during WWII,
which is supported by Yad Vashem and the Claims conference. … Best, Dan.”
The topic? Michman does not mention that the name of the international conference was
North African Jewry during WWII – and not in the Shoah. A friend of Shaked attended
the conference and told her that all the prof. talked only about the Shoah. Michman was
on the defensive.
The reason for a “documentation project on the Jews of North Africa during WWII,” a title
which seems to ignore the Holocaust in North Africa, is connected to the “REF:
Research on Holocaust outside Europe. This project does not historically make sense.
Shaked called Haim Saadoun, whose father and Shaked’s father were best friends, and
lived in same city in Israel. Shaked also met Saadoun at an international conference in
Oslo. Answering Shaked’s questions, Saadoun mentioned the title of the “project” and
stated he couldn’t find document on Holocaust in North Africa. Interestingly, Saadoun
wrote the entry “North Africa” for an American encyclopedia.
So, the email of Michman failed to mention that this one-man project is called “The
Center for Information Documentation and Research on North-African Jewry
during WWII,” and that it is located outside the new Yad Vashem learning center, at
Ben-Zvi (BZ), an institute for the study of Oriental Jewish communities in the East www.ybz.org.il (only Hebrew text; established in 1947; it also seems that it is the only
academic institution with no English version of its site).
It also appears in violation of the YV law, because it seems to be duplicating YV’s legal
objectives of research, documentation, and education on the Holocaust. It means that YV
will not continue to research, document and inform on North African Jewry in the
Holocaust as it did in the past. Shaked decide to investigate how it started. Yad Vashem
should continue to be the only institution to inform, document and research on the history
of the Jews of North Africa, as it did in the past.

Results of Investigation
I. A Triumvirate – YV, Saadoun, Ben-Zvi
It seems that YV approached Saadoun to be the one-man center for the Center for
Information Documentation and Research on North-African Jewry during WWII,”
referred to by Michman as “Research on Holocaust outside Europe.” Saadoun gets an
extra important job. YV approaches Ben-Zvi (BZ), which was eager, as per a worker
there, to add another project. YV must have helped with securing a grant from the claims
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conference. It also “supports” the project, deciding the specific amount of money to give
for research on North African Jewry.
It appears that YV want to exclude them from their general budget.
And any complain will be handled by BZ.
II. Let’s rewrite history of the Holocaust at YV’s website to justify the center at BZ
Now, it seems that there was a need to rewrite definitions and history of the Holocaust to
justify the new center at Ben-Zvi, as a center for research on Holocaust outside Europe. It
appears that it was done very skillfully, with omissions, misquotations, misrepresentation
of Europe as of today, and other manipulation of history of the Shoah.
There shouldn’t be the appearance of inaccuracies, misrepresentations of the concept of
Europe as imperial Europe during the Holocaust, and manipulating Holocaust history
and definitions, to deny the realities about the Jewish victims of the Holocaust in France
d’outre mer (France oversea: the European colonies in North Africa), by excluding their
stories from the YV’s resource center.
Overview of YV’s website at:
http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/about/02/expansion.asp
Raoul Hilberg is well aware of the pressure to conform to an approved Holocaust
narrative. He stated. "You can create an illusion that is totally misleading by leaving
things out, even though everything you say is true."
It appears that in purpose, YV is ignoring the historical reality of imperialist Europe.
It seems that YV tells the story about the Holocaust in three segments, and by putting the
story of the Jews of French North Africa (Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia) and of Italian
North Africa (Libya) together with the story of the Jews in the Middle East.
Yad Vashem’s website: About the Holocaust
The Outbreak of World War II and Anti-Jewish Policy
Expansion of German Conquest and Policy Towards Jews
Western Europe
South-Eastern Europe
North Africa and the Middle East
YV wrote about the persecution of the Jews of French Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia in
the section “North Africa and the Middle East:” “Marshall Petain’s Nazi regime
worsened the status of the Jews of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia, after Vichy-style
antisemitic legislation was imposed in those countries.” No mention here that those
were France’s possessions.
http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/about/02/middle_east.asp
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If one click on “Tunisia,” one can read a very poorly written article: “In late 1940,
there were calls to implement race laws in Tunisia.”11 What about mentioning that it was
Vichy France? The article does not mention: Vichy, SS Rauff who invented the gas
vans, Dec. 9 round up of Jews commemorated by YV, and Jewish resistance in Tunisia.
Shaked didn’t receive answers from YV about that.
However, more importantly, YV should have written about the fate of French North
Africa Jewry in the content of the section called “Western Europe.” When one clicks
on “Western Europe”, one sees the title: “Western European Jewry During the First Years
of the Nazi Conquest.”
http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/about/02/western_europe.asp
The second paragraph in this site is about “France.”12 YV should have written about the
persecution of French North Africa Jewry by Vichy France, there. But, putting North
Africa as a separate segment from Western Europe will justify the creation of the separate
center at Ben-Zvi, as “Holocaust outside Europe.” Incroyable.
Isn’t it an attempt to spread false information when one separates history of French
North Africa Jews from history of Western Europe?
Jews of/in Europe/ Western European Jewry/European Jewry” included Jews in
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia - France d’outre mer
Shaked’s uncle was in the French army during WWI. Giselle, Shaked’s cousin is
“pupille de la nation.”
As per the historical and political realities of the Holocaust era, Western Europe
included France’s North African possessions of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia; and
the concept of “Jews of Europe/Jews in Europe/Western European Jewry/European
Jewry” included Jews in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. In fact, French North Africa
was considered part of France from the 19th to the 20th century. North African Jews
joined the French army.
There was one Holocaust. And there was one Holocaust in Europe inclusive of its
European colonies in North Africa. One cannot differentiate between a Holocaust in
Europe and a Holocaust outside Europe.
A truthful historical perspective must look at the political realities of the time, and as
Europe was then. During the Holocaust era, there was a political reality of an
imperialist Europe with French possessions in North Africa. The historical evidence is
clear is, that as part of the French Empire, the North African countries of Morocco,
Algeria and Tunisia were called France d’outre mer (France oversea), and were
therefore considered part of Europe
11
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It is a historical fact that France’s possessions of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia in
North Africa, were considered European countries, being part of France. French and
German documents, and historical events confirmed that.

The French Third Republic, & its possessions in North Africa; pre-World War I
http://www.answers.com/topic/french-third-republic

Europe on the Eve of WWII, 1939

http://www.wwnorton.com/college/history/ralph/resource/wwii.htm
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YV’s writings reveal a fundamentally misleading approach to the history of the
Holocaust. It appears that Israeli Holocaust scholars at YV now prefer looking at Europe
of today, and they define the “Jews of Europe” as only those Jews living on the continent
of Europe of today.
It takes a misrepresentation of Europe without its French colonies in North Africa to its
logical but faulty conclusion, by deciding to exclude the story of the Holocaust there as
connected with the Holocaust in France/Europe, and then justifying the support of a
center for North African Jewry during WWII, outside YV.
Statement by Sir Martin Gilbert.
YV is misrepresenting the historical and political realities of the time. It shouldn’t
separate the persecution of the Jews in French North Africa from the story on the Jews of
France metropole, in the continent.
The stories of the Jews in France and in its three North African colonies are
inseparable. See statement by Sir Martin Gilbert attached, emailed via internet and snail
mail to Edith Shaked. YV must continue to document, research and inform at the YV
center, the story of North African Jewry during WWII, because it is part of the story
of all French Jewry.
YV, interestingly, in another article does admit that fact: “Under the French-German
cease-fire agreement, North Africa was considered part of unoccupied Vichy France,
… All French laws were activated in Algeria … Jews lost their citizenship, and a few
days later, were subjected to the racial Statut des Juifs - just like the Jews of France. …
Aryanization … quotas on the number of Jews who could work in the professions,
including doctors, registered nurses, druggists, lawyers, and others; severe restrictions on
the number of Jewish students who could study at university; and the exclusion of Jewish
children from elementary and secondary schools. … forced labor … The Bedeau camp
located near the town of Sidi-bel-Abbes acted as a concentration camp for Algerian
Jewish soldiers.”13
Scholars shouldn’t reject evidence and research that contradict their views.
Europe in 1942 http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/1942map.html
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MEMORANDUM 11/17/42.
“French Empire” as per an American document by an officer who landed in French
North Africa in November 1942, and which describes the anti-Jewish legislation there
by Vichy France and the destruction of European Jewry in French North Africa.
Source: Yad Vashem Archives NG 4960 N11\553\E
http://www1.yadvashem.org/odot_pdf/Microsoft%20Word%20-%205066.pdf :
“The anti-Jewihs legislation based on racial discrimination has been expanded by the
Vichy regime to the French Empire, including North Africa. … imposed by Nazi
Germany…
All the Jews throughout the Empire were to register their fortunes … and enterprises
placed under Aryan administrators.
In addition to all these anti-Jewish measures which applied to France as well as to her
Empire, the Jews of Algeria were deprived of their citizenship … Oct. 7, 1940. …
Decree of Oct. 4, 1940 permitted the internment in special concentration camps of
foreign as well as French Jews. … about 25,000 Jews were sent to Morocco by the
French authorities for forced labor … and many more … in prison and concentration
camps in North Africa. … French North Africa cannot be considered as enemy territory.”
The stories of the Jews in France and in its three North African colonies are
inseparable. One cannot have the stories of the Jews in French North Africa researched
and informed in a separate center than Yad Vashem. The historical evidence is very clear.
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Historians at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum also understand that
according to an authentic historical perspective, “The history of the Holocaust in
France's three North African colonies (Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia), {because} it
is intrinsically tied to France's fate during this period.”
Yad Vashem & the book The Holocaust – France. YV acknowledged that the history
of French Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia are part of history of France, when it
published a book, The Holocaust – France (568 p.). According to the abstract,
, “History of the Jews of France during the Shoah (Hebrew for Holocaust) have a special
character … the book deals with the fate of the Jews before, during and after WWII. The
book also deals with history of the Jews in North Africa, which were ruled by
France.”14 This book is part of “The Comprehensive History of the Holocaust” (a multivolume series which summarizes the present state of research on the Holocaust,
according to several major introductory topics, such as the Final Solution, and according
to each European country.”15  אשר כהן: עריכה1996 ' עמ568 8 ש"ח9
“In order to reach a general public that was requesting more information about the Shoah,
Yad Vashem initiated specific research publications, which include: The Comprehensive
History of the Holocaust, a multivolume series that summarizes the present state of Shoah
research on each European country and expounds upon major topics such as the
development and implementation of the Final Solution, and the multivolume
Encyclopedia of the Jewish Communities, which provides information about the history
of the Jewish communities from their foundation to the Shoah’s aftermath. … Yad
Vashem Publications is part of the International Institute for Holocaust Research and
publishes books in a variety of genres in many languages. Its publications seek to
promote the study of the Shoah and to perpetuate its memory.”16
Yehuda Bauer, Academic Advisor to YV, also considers North African Jews as
European Jews in his textbook A History of the Holocaust, (1982) (used by Shaked):
“ten: WESTERN EUROPEAN JEWRY, 1940-1944 (p. 248)
FRANCE
Algerian Jews under Vichy Rule (p. 256) In Algeria … Cremieux … Simialr measures
… in Morocco and Tunisia. …
Walter Laqueur, Judith Tydor Baumel, eds. The Holocaust Encyclopedia. “The
French possessions, including those in North Africa, were under Vichy government rule
and all the anti-Jewish legislation was applied there.”17
Sir Martin Gilbert. In December 2009, Gilbert, a pre-eminent Holocaust historian,
issued a statement sent to Shaked, “The Jews of North Africa in the Holocaust.”18 In it,
14
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Gilbert firmly declares that the story of the persecution of the Jews in French North
Africa “during the Second World War is an integral part of the history of the
Holocaust in France … story of the Jews of North Africa in the Holocaust becomes an
integral part of … Holocaust history."19 Vichy France extended its anti-Jewish legislation
to its three North African colonies. This statement was issued for the occasion of the
ceremony at Yad Vashem, to mark the anniversary of the December 9, 1942 round-up of
Tunisian Jews for Nazi forced labor.
Sir Martin Gilbert, The Holocaust: A History of the Jews of Europe during the
Second World War. (1985) The historical evidence is very clear. At the infamous
Wannsee Conference (Jan. 20, 1942) where Nazi leaders discussed “the preparation for
the final solution of the Jewish question in Europe,”20 when they counted the Jews
marked for slaughter, “the figure for ‘unoccupied France, 700,000 … included the
Sephardi Jews in France’s North African possessions, Morocco, Algeria and
Tunisia.” (France had only ‘about 300,000 Jews’).21)
This fact is found in p. 281 in The Holocaust: A History of the Jews of Europe during the
Second World War, a book by Sir Martin Gilbert, a pre-eminent Holocaust historian. This
title also shows that Gilbert considered the Jews of French North Africa as “Jews of
Europe,” living in European countries. Gilbert also tells the story of the persecution of
the Jews of Libya and Nazi-occupation of Tripoli.
YV’s website: a German document dated October 1942, relevant to the Final Solution
to the Jewish question, lists Tunisia and Algeria under the category “European
Countries,” confirming Gilbert’s correct interpretation. This document was written nine
months after the Wannsee Conference.
“Memo Sent to the Reich Minister of Foreign Affairs
Regarding the Italian Government’s Lenient Treatment of Jews, October 1942
In the course of the measures aiming at the solution of the Jewish question in
Germany and in certain other European countries, …
III. Other European States.
In the rest of Europe, it is a crucial aspect of the problem that Italy is rating the economic
power of the Italian Jews in the Mediterranean Area rather high, which applies
particularly to Tunisia; for this reason, there prevails a general reluctance against antiJewish measures.
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In Tunisia, this has led up to Italian protest against the French tendency toward
Aryanization; furthermore, we have been requested ourselves by diplomatic channels not
to put any pressure on Vichy in this matter. As a matter of fact, the embassy in Paris had
already pointed out that the Italian attitude was harmful to Italian colonial policy in as
much as in Tunisia and in Algeria, the French were appearing in the part of Jew-baiters
and the Italians in the part of protectors of the Jews. Thereupon, the embassy was
instructed not to show any further interest in this question for the time being.
IN Greece, preliminary discussion on the question of introducing a distinctive badge for
the Jews have taken place between the German and the Italian delegates;”22
YV. As per an email: “Irit Abramsky-Bligh at YV. I heard her give a lecture as far
back as 2005 about Libyan Jewry and the Holocaust. She clearly made the point that at
the Wannsee conference the Nazis included in their calculations for annihilation the
Jews of North Africa.”
Shaked had a conversation with Dan Michman, (now chief historien at Yad Vashem
(YV), at a Holocaust international conference in the USA. Dan declared that “the
Holocaust was in Europe; we will focus on that.” Shaked explained that Colonel SS
Walter Rauff, who invented the gas vans in Poland, was especially sent to Tunisia to
continue implementing the final solution to the Jewish question.
She also mentioned her article, written with material faxed to her by Yehuda Bauer at
YV, about the Protocol of Wannsee Conference which lists France/Unoccupied 700,000
Jews, including French North African Jews. (In March 30, 1999, 13:44, Tikva from YV,
on behalf of Yehuda Bauer faxed Edith Shaked, notes from Himmler’s diary, in German,
in supporting Gilbert’s interpretation; Shaked still has them. The fax says: “Yehuda
Bauer asked me to confirm that you can use his name. Enclose, please find the
relevant pages from Himmler’s appointment dairy.”)
See Shaked’s article at: http://www.nizkor.org/hweb/people/s/shaked-edith/reexamining-wannsee.html
Michman simply stated: Germans made a mistake.
Scholars shouldn’t challenge the historical record with their own views.
In 2008, Michman posted an article in the website of AMIT (Israeli organization of
Tunisian Jews): “the development of the final solution as accepted in the current research
… the fate of the Jews of North Africa under Nazi-occupation and under Vichy regime
and Italian rule, belongs to the Shoah. … about the Wannsee Conference … there is no
doubt that they were talking only about Europe: One can see that in the text, and in the
details of the Jews in the different countries to be killed. The high number of Jews of
France is a puzzle, but one cannot interpret it contrary to the spirit of the document. I
don’t decide about that; the historians Paxton and Marrus in their book on Vichy (1981)
… I firmly agree with them. Thus, I declare that the high number is a mistake.
22
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American historian Robert Satloff firmly states: “The hugely inflated Wannsee
number for the Jews of unoccupied France was no mistake. It is also the view
expressed to me {Satloff} by Professor Robert O. Paxton, coauthor of Vichy France and
the Jews, in an e-mail correspondence, October 8, 2003.”
Satloff agrees with Gilbert. In his 2006 book, Among the Righteous: Lost Stories from the
Holocaust’s Long Reach into Arab Lands, he writes: “the attempt by Germany and its
allies to annihilate the Jewish people during World War II remains without parallel. …
From the outset, German plans to persecute and eventually to exterminate Jews extended
throughout all lands Germany and its allies hoped to conquer, which included a great
Arab expense, extending from Casablance to Tripoli and onward to Cairo. …
Pp18-19: Evidence of German ambition to target the Jews of these Arab lands can be
found in the country-by-country plan for the extermination of Jews approved by Nazi
leaders who gathered at the infamous Wannsee Conference in Berlin in January 1942. …
Nazi planners … including Eichmann, … formulated the systematic plan for the
excecution of the “final solution.” … unoccupied France had 700,000 Jews. In reality,
there were fewer than 200,000. How could the exacting, meticulous Nazi planners –
who concerned themselves with the most minute logistical problems of transportating
millions to their death, disposing of their remains, and hiding this hideous crime from the
world – make such a huge error? Could the Germans have simply made a mistake?
No. The hugely inflated Wannsee number for the Jews of unoccupied France was no
mistake, because it included the hundreds of thousands of Jews who lived in France’s
North African possessions: the colony of Algeria and the two protectorates … of
Morocco … and … Tunisia.6 (emphasis added)
Note 6: See Irit Abramski, Yad Vashem’s expert on the Holocaust experience in Arab
countries, quoted in Yehudai tsafon afrika b’tkufat ha-shoah (The Jews of North Africa
During the Holocaust Era), and educational curriculum issued by Yad Vashem, 2006, pp.
81-82.
It is also the view expressed to me {Satloff} by Professor Robert O. Paxton, coauthor
of Vichy France and the Jews, in an e-mail correspondence, October 8, 2003. For further
on Wannsee and the Jews of North Africa, see Edith Shaked, “The Holocaust:
Reexaminng the Wannsee Conference, Himmler’s Appointments Boo, and Tunisian
Jews,” The Nizkor Project.” The Nizkor Project, http://www.nizkor.org/hweb/s/shakededith/re-examining-wannsee.html "
Satloff’s book convinced “the German government to offer financial reparations to
thousands of Jews who suffered in the more than one hundred forced labor camps set up
by Germany and its allies throughout the Arab lands of North Africa.”23
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And, at the Nuremberg Trials, documents show that the Jews of French North Africa
were presented as Jews of France.
Leni Yahill, The Holocaust: The Fate of European Jewry, 1932– 1945 (Israel: 1987.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1990). In her authoritative book, Leni Yahill, like
Gilbert and Bauer tells the story of the persecution and murder of the Jews of French
North Africa in chapter about European Jewry:
“6. The War Against European Jewry:
The First Assault (autumn 1939 to Spring 1941) (p. 146)
Jewish Policy in the Occupied Countries of Northern and Western Europe.” p. 171
And that’s what YV was supposed to do. Yahill also tells about Jews in Libya, in the
section called “The Jews in Fascist Italy.”
Regarding the Wannsee Conference, Yahill does more. She directly connects
sentences from the Wannsee Protocol to the implementation of the Final Solution to
the Jewish question in Tunisia. The Protocol states: “Regarding the handling of the
final solution in those European countries occupied and influenced by us, it was proposed
that the appropriate expert of the Foreign Office discuss the matter with the responsible
official of the Security Police and SD. 24
Yahill’s chapter 14: European Jewry Prior to Deportation to the East (1941-1942),
p. 336, Leni writes: “Once the Wannsee Conference had laid the foundation for the
wholesale transportation of the Jews of Europe to the extermination sites … the staff of
Adolph Eichmann…required cooperation of other agencies such as the Foreign
Ministry. … Foreign Ministry diplomats were present in all the satellite
states…occupied territories such as Holland…France…and even Tunisia.”25
“Representing twenty years of research and reflection, Leni Yahil's book won the Shazar
Prize, one of Israel's highest awards for historical work.
“When The Holocaust first appeared in Israel in 1987, it was hailed as the finest,
most authoritative history of Hitler's war on the Jews ever published. Representing
twenty years of research and reflection, Leni Yahil's book won the Shazar Prize, one of
Israel's highest awards for historical work. The Holocaust offers a sweeping look at the
Final Solution, covering not only Nazi policies, but also how Jews and foreign
governments perceived and responded to the unfolding nightmare. …
Her writing is balanced, objective, and compelling … marshal an impressive array of
documentary …
Along the way, she destroys persistent myths about the Holocaust: that Hitler had
no plan for exterminating the Jews, … she conclusively demonstrates that Hitler was
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always working toward a final reckoning with world Jewry, envisioning his war as a
war against the Jews.
The Holocaust is a monumental work of history, unsurpassed in scope and
insightful detail. Objective yet compassionate, Leni Yahil brings together the countless
diverse strands of this epic event in a single gripping account.”26 (emphasis added)

Map of “The New Order in Europe
The map on the right shows the extent of the New Order in Europe at its maximum extent
in 1942. Light blue is the traditional color used in cartography in Germany to represent
Germany and its sphere of influence, as a contrast to pink or red, the traditional color
used in cartography to represent Great Britain and its sphere of influence”
http://www.answers.com/topic/new-order-political-system#The_New_Order_in_Europe

German–occupied Europe 1941-1942 - The New Order in Europe: German and
other Axis conquests (in blue) in Europe during World War II.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Second_world_war_europe_1941-1942_map_en.png
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German–occupied Europe refers to the countries of Europe which were occupied by the
military forces of Nazi Germany at various times during World War II between 1939 and
1945.27 http://www.answers.com/topic/german-occupied-europe
“German and other Axis conquests (in blue) in Europe, during World War II.”
III. Let’s Take Care of YV’s Definitions
YV now states at The Holocaust: Definition and Preliminary Discussion from the link
from the “Holocaust Resource Center,” that “The Holocaust, as presented in this resource
center, is defined as … the murder of close to six million Jews in Europe.”28
Definition of Holocaust
YV at its website: “The Holocaust … is defined as … the murder of close to six million
Jews in Europe. … Consequently, we consider it important to use the Hebrew word
27
28
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Shoah with regard to the murder of and persecution of European Jewry … ”29
“Holocaust - (in Hebrew, sho'ah), the name used in English to refer to the systematic
destruction of European Jewry at the hands of the Nazis during World War II. … By the
1950s, the English term Holocaust came to be employed as the term for the murder of the
Jews in Europe by the Nazis.”30 It appears that this is done again to justify the center at
BZ:
“Shoah (Musee de Shoah a Paris) Terme hébreu signifiant « catastrophe, désolation,
tempête ». Ce terme désigne l’extermination des Juifs d’Europe.”31
“Holocauste. Holocauste est un mot d’origine grecque qui signifie “ sacrifice par le feu
”. Il est parfois employé pour désigner l’extermination des Juifs d’Europe.”32
YV at the site of the United Nations: “The Holocaust was the murder of approximately
six million Jews by the Nazis and their collaborators. … the fate of the Jews in Nazidominated Europe.”33 But, YV does not list the European colonies of North Africa in
“How many Jews were murdered in each country?” YV mentions 60 victims in Denmark,
but does not mention 2,575 victims in French Tunisia. It does not mention the Vichy
persecution of the Jews in French North Africa, and that French Tunisia was occupied by
the Nazi regime.34
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) defines the Holocaust as
“the systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of approximately
six million Jews by the Nazi regime and its collaborators.”35
International Task Force.
“Declaration of the Stockholm International Forum on the Holocaust
1. The Holocaust (Shoah) … The unprecedented character of the Holocaust … an event
close enough in time that survivors can still bear witness to the horrors that engulfed the
Jewish people. …”36 “…the Stockholm Declaration, is the foundation of the ITF. It
explains the Holocaust and by adding the Hebrew term "Shoah", in brackets after the
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word "Holocaust", makes clear that the main concern of the ITF is to teach about,
remember and research the genocide of the Jewish people in World War Two.”37
“The United Nations General Assembly reaffirms that 'the Holocaust, which resulted in
the murder of one third of the Jewish people along with countless members of other
minorities, will forever be a warning to all people of the dangers of hatred, bigotry,
racism and prejudice."38
The Yad Vashem Law describes the Holocaust being about “the six million Jews
murdered by the Nazis and their helpers; … the sons and daughters of the Jewish people
… the victims of the Holocaust and of World War II.39 (emphasis added)
Yehuda Bauer, a world well-known Israeli Holocaust scholar, current Academic
Advisor to YV and Academic Advisor to the Task Force for International Cooperation on
Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research, declared at the Amsterdam
Conference on Remembrance, on May 2001, that “the unprecedentesness of the
Holocaust {was}…an attempt to eradicate a people, all of them, every single individual
of their number, ultimately everywhere in the world, by a modern industrial machinery.”
Bauer “contends that the Holocaust … was the intent of the Nazis to exterminate all
Jews;”40
Address by Professor Yehuda Bauer, Academic Advisor of the Stockholm Forum
conferences
“There have been other genocides, after all; and the number of the other victims of
Nazism in World War II is much larger than that of the Jews. No one suffered more than
the other; we must not compare suffering with suffering – it would be immoral to do so.
But there is something unprecedented, frightening about the Holocaust of the Jewish
people that should be taught: for the first time in the bloodstained history of the human
race, a decision developed, in a modern state in the midst of a civilized continent, to
track down, register, mark, isolate from their surroundings, dispossess, humiliate,
concentrate, transport and murder every single person of an ethnic group as defined
not by them, but by the perpetrators; not just in the country where the monster arose,
not just on the continent the monster first wished to control, but ultimately
everywhere on earth, and for purely ideological reasons.”
Dan Michman, the chief historian at YV, interestingly wrote the following in an online
encyclopedia: “Holocaust: Term commonly used in English (Hebrew, Shoah) to denote
anti-Jewish policies conducted by the Third Reich (Nazi Germany, 1933–1945), resulting
in the systematic and bureaucratically organized genocide of approximately 6 million
Jews. …
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The Holocaust cast its shadow over the Middle East and North Africa as well as over
Europe. … Jews in German-occupied Tunisia and Libya … suffered humiliation and
persecution—some were deported to Italy and others were brought to the Bergen-Belsen
camp …”41
Definition of Final Solution
It appears that YV once stated that “the ‘Final Solution’ plan aspired to destroy all the
Jew of the world.” (reference: Yad Vashem, About the Holocaust - Shoah:
http://www.yadvashem.org.il/holocaust/faq/index.html “portal is unavailable”
YV at its website now writes about the Final Solution: “Code name for the Nazis' plan to
solve the ‘Jewish question’ by murdering all the Jews in Europe.”42
YV at the site of the United Nations - Frequently Asked Questions on the Holocaust:
“Between the German invasion of the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941 and the end of
the war in Europe in May 1945, Nazi Germany and its accomplices strove to murder
every Jew under their domination.”43 “the Final Solution, which called for the murder of
all Jews, developed during the war itself.”44
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM), “The Nazis … used the
term ‘Final Solution’ to refer to their plan to annihilate the Jewish people.”45 “Nazi plan
to exterminate the Jewish people.”46
Dan Michman, the chief historian at YV, interestingly concurred in the online
encyclopedia, that “Nazi ideology presented the Jews as a satanic and corrupting element
and demanded their "total removal" (the formulation of Germany's dictator, Adolf Hitler:
"Entfernung der Juden überhaupt" ) from human society.”47
Yad Vashem Studies’s Editor-in-Chief, Dr. David Silberklang and Irena Steinfeldt,
Excutive Assistant to the Chairman of the Directorate, wrote an article in Yad vashem
Magazine of 2004, Until the Last Jew, Until the Last Name, by one can read: “And 1944
was the year in which Nazi Germany determined to complete the most important task it
had set for itself—the murder of European and North African Jewry, the achievement
41
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of the “Final Solution.” Driven by a radical and uncompromising antisemitic ideology,
the Nazis redoubled their efforts to reach every last Jew before the war ended. They
were in a rush; time was running out.”48
“Memo Sent to the Reich Minister of Foreign Affairs Regarding the Italian
Government’s Lenient Treatment of Jews, October 1942. Indeed, at the YV’s website, a
German document dated “October 1942”49 (9 months after the Wannsee Conference)
confirms that the Final Solution to the Jewish question includes Tunisia and Algeria,
which were listed under the category “European Countries.”50
More importantly, the author of a historical essay “Old Themes – New Archival
Findings” writes about two German historians, Klaus-Michael Mallmann and Martin
Cüppers, who uncovered new evidence in 2006. They found a document confirming that
indeed the Final Solution was a master plan to kill all the Jews, wherever Hitler’s
armies could catch them.
Nazi Goal
It appears that YV once stated that “Under the cover of the Second World War, for the
sake of their New Order ... the Nazis sought to murder every Jew everywhere”
(reference: Yad Vashem, About the Holocaust - Shoah:
http://www.yadvashem.org.il/holocaust/faq/index.html “portal is unavailable”
YV at its website now declares, that “The Nazis’ proclaimed goal was the eradication of
European Jewry.”51
YV at the website of the United Nations: “…the Holocaust has characteristics that, in the
opinion of many scholars, make it unique. … However, the Holocaust may be considered
unique for two main reasons: 1) unlike their policies toward other groups, the Nazis
sought to murder every Jew everywhere, regardless of age, gender, beliefs, or actions,
and they invoked a modern government bureaucracy to accomplish their goal; and 2) the
Nazi leadership held that ridding the world of the Jewish presence would be beneficial
to the German people and all mankind, although in reality the Jews posed no threat.
Grounded in a spurious racist ideology that considered the Jews "the destructive race," it
was this idea, more than any other, that eventually led to the implementation of the
murderous policy known as the Final Solution.”52
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Yehuda Bauer: “the Holocaust was perpetrated by the Nazis for very specific reasons.
They saw the Jews the ultimate enemy ... Murder him ... And it wasn’t directed against
the Jews of country ‘x’ but against the concept of the Jew. The Jew. Anywhere.
Everywhere.”53
There was not a plan for a “murdering Jews in Europe,” and another “plan on murdering
Jews outside of Europe/Shoah outside Europe.”54 Incroyable,
And the research on Holocaust history should not be divided between “research on
Holocaust in Europe” and “research on Holocaust outside Europe” as mentioned in an
article by YV. There was one Holocaust, “without regard to geographic borders” as stated
at the Wannsee Conference where the Nazis counted the Jews to be killed. The
destructive will (Vernichtungswill) of the Nazis was aimed at all the Jews as Jews.”
Dan Michman, the chief historian at YV, in the online encyclopedia:“Nazi ideology
presented the Jews as a satanic and corrupting element and demanded their "total
removal" (the formulation of Germany's dictator, Adolf Hitler: "Entfernung der Juden
überhaupt" ) from human society.”55
“From the beginning of World War II, Nazi plans to persecute and eventually exterminate
Jews extended throughout the area that Germany and its allies hoped to conquer. That
included a great Arab expanse, from Casablanca to Tripoli and on to Cairo, home to more
than half a million Jews. … the Nazis, their Vichy French collaborators and their Italian
fascist allies applied in Arab lands … laws depriving Jews of property, education,
livelihood, residence and free movement, but also torture, slave labor, deportation and
execution. …
About 1 percent of Jews in North Africa (4,000 to 5,000) perished under Axis control in
Arab lands”56”
Jack Fischel, The Holocaust, p. XXX: “Jews ... inferior ...were deemed a threat to the
Aryan race. ... the Nazis believed that the removal, if not the destruction, of the Jews
was the necessary condition for the attainment of their ideological objective.”
Robert Satloff, The Holocaust’ s Arab Heroes, in the Washington Post, Sunday, October
8, 2006: “From the beginning of World War II, Nazi plans to persecute and eventually
exterminate Jews extended throughout the area that Germany and its allies hoped
to conquer. That included a great Arab expanse, from Casablanca to Tripoli and on
to Cairo, home to more than half a million Jews. … the Nazis, their Vichy French
collaborators and their Italian fascist allies applied in Arab lands … laws depriving Jews
of property, education, livelihood, residence and free movement, but also torture, slave
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labor, deportation and execution. … About 1 percent of Jews in North Africa (4,000 to
5,000) perished under Axis control in Arab lands”57
So, all Holocaust scholars agree that the Holocaust was systematic, widespread, and a
result of one official Nazi policy, and that Hitler’s war against the Jews was a global
war.
"If you want to stay within the purview of the Nazis, you have to reconstruct what they
did," Geyer explained in a telephone interview. "You can't just ignore some of what they
did because it doesn't fit your point of view.”
‘In the summer of 1941, , SS Reichsfuhrer Heinrich Himmler said: “the Fuehrer has
ordered that the Jewish question be solved once and for all. The Jews are the sworn
enemies of the German people and must be eradicated. Every Jew that we can lay our
hands on is to be destroyed now during the war, without exception … obliterate the
biological basis of Jewry.’58 March, 27, 1942, Joseph Goebbels “wrote admiringly in his
diary: ‘No other government and no other regime would have the strength for such a
global solution of this question.’”59”60
On January 13, 1943, Ulrich Friedrich Wilhelm Joachim von Ribbentrop (Foreign
Minister of Germany from 1938 until 1945; he was later hanged for war crimes after the
Nuremberg Trials) sent a cable relevant to Jews in Tunisia and Italian Jews there, to his
ambassador in Rome; he wrote: “I am asking you to point out the great threat posed by
Jews wherever they are. … Jewry in its totality is our greatest enemy… We regard Italian
Jews (in Tunisia) as being Jews…”61
Hitler’s earliest writings and after January 1939
YV writes: “The ‘Final Solution’ was the culmination of many years of evolving Nazi
policy – commencing with Hitler’s earliest writings about the need for a solution to the
Jewish question in Europe, …
In September 1919, Hitler penned his first political document, stating that the Jewish
question would eventually be solved by the removal of the Jews from Europe
altogether.”62 One has to be careful when paraphrasing.
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Ian Kershaw, however, in an article found at YV’s website, Hitler’s Role in the “Final
Solution,” wrote the following: “Hitler’s very first … recorded political statement
concerned the ‘Jewish Question.’ In a letter written as early as September 1919, … he
stated that the Jews were … a race… he concluded the ‘final aim’ … had to be the
‘removal of the Jews altogether.”63
YV also declares that “Nazi leadership mentioned the possibility of exterminating
European Jewry, even before the outbreak of the war. The most famous of these
articulations was made by Hitler on January 30th 1939 in a speech at the Reichstag.”64 …
It appears that YV choose one specific quotation to support its views. This specific
quotation may be indicative of tendentiousness to justify YV being a center for Holocaust
in Europe.
Isn’t it spreading false information, when one ignores other relevant quotations?
Isn’t it wrong to reject all evidence and research that contradicts one’s views?
YV’s The International Institute for Holocaust Research, No. 11. December 2007: “In
his famous speech of 30 September 1942, Hitler recalled an earlier prophecy that he had
made three and a half years prior, in January 1939 (at the Reichstag): ‘The Jews, also in
Germany, once laughed at my prophecies. I do not know whether they are still laughing
or whether they have already lost all desire to laugh. But, I can assure now as well: they
will stop laughing everywhere, and I shall be right also in that prophecy.’ Dr. Florant
Brayard.” 65
Hitler's Speech on February 24th 1939 in Munich: "the Jewish question today was no
longer a German problem: it had become a world problem."66 (quoted in N H Baynes,
The Speeches of Adolf Hitler, Oxford University Press, 1942, Volume I, pp.743).
Eichmann, while awaiting trial in Israel in 1960, related that Heydrich had told him in
August 1941, that "the Führer has ordered the physical extermination of the Jews."67
What Hitler said about the Jewish question on December 12, 1941, is reported: "In
respect of the Jewish question, the Fuehrer has decided," so says Goebbels, "to make a
clean sweep. The world war is here, the annihilation of the Jews must be the necessary
result."68
Wannsee Conference – Wrong Quotation?
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YV’s definition: “Meeting held at a lakeside villa in Wannsee, Berlin, on January 20,
1942, whose purpose was to discuss and coordinate the "Final Solution" to the "Jewish
Problem"---the mass extermination of all European Jewry.”69
The Wannsee Protocol: The words "Jewish Problem" as mentioned by YV do not
appear at all. The words that appear in the Protocol are: The final solution of the Jewish
Question without regard to geographic borders.” The words “European Jewry” as
mentioned by YV, do not appear at all, but the words “European countries” do:
“Regarding the handling of the final solution in those European countries occupied and
influenced by us”70
New on www.yadvashem.org. Prof. Dan Michman, YV’s chief historian, wrote in
2008, below the title of an article, International Conference: The Jews of North Africa
during the Second World War: “On 20 January 1942, senior German officials gathered at
a villa in Wannsee, Berlin to clarify the organizational aspects of the plan to
systematically eradicate the Jews. According to the protocol drafted by Adolf Eichmann,
it was made clear—several times—that the discussion concerned ‘the Final Solution to
the Jewish Problem in Europe.’ Thus arises the question”71
The words “the Final Solution to the Jewish Problem in Europe” as quoted by Michman
do not appear even once in the Protocol; and “in Europe’ never appear in italic there.
Hitler was recorded saying on February 22, 1942, "We shall regain our health only by
eliminating the Jew" to his closest associates.”72
JOHANNES PETER NEY, The Wannsee Conference Protocol: Anatomy of a
Fabrication: “The constant repetition of the allegation that the Wannsee Conference
represents the act of planning the genocide of the Jews, as the media have injected it into
the conscious and (what is worse) the subconscious minds of mankind for many years
now, has resulted in this allegation being considered to be gospel truth today. …
… In early 1992, for example, the renowned Israeli Holocaust researcher Yehuda Bauer
dismissed the significance of the Wannsee Conference, which hardly deserved the title
'conference'. He said that the claim that the destruction of the Jews had been decided
there was nothing more than a 'silly story', since 'Wannsee' was "but a stage in the
unfolding of the process of mass murder" (op. cit., Note (21)). Bauer's remark
corresponds with the interpretations advanced by several German historians who have
since also dared to disassociate themselves from the established position regarding the
Wannsee Conference.”73
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Yehuda Bauer. “An Israeli Holocaust scholar has debunked the Wannsee Conference,
at which top Nazi officials are said to have gathered at a villa in a Berlin suburb in 1942
to draw the blueprints of the "Final Solution." According to Prof. Yehuda Bauer of the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, the Wannsee was a meeting, "but hardly a conference",
and "little of what was said there was executed in detail." "The public still repeats, time
after time, the silly story that at Wannsee the extermination of the Jews was arrived at."
(THE CANADIAN JEWISH NEWS, Jan. 30, 1992: Wannsee's importance rejected)
"Although some historians have written that the Nazi decision to implement the ”Final
Solution” took place during the Wannsee Conference, Bauer carefully notes that the
decision was developed over a period of months before the conference. The principal
purpose of the conference was to discuss the ways for implementing the “Final Solution.”
Moreover, Bauer notes, Eichmann revealed at his trial in 1960 that his Wannsee report
omitted certain crucial discussions of the conference such as the methods of killing Jews.
Eichmann testified that Heydrich wanted the report to be a relatively harmless version of
the meeting." (http://www.adl.org/education/dimensions_18_1/portrait.asp
International Conference:
“North Africa and Its Jews During the Second World War: New Research.”
Despite all the above about the Wannsee Conference (WC), Dan Michman, the chief
historian at Yad Vashem wrote an article announcing an International Conference in
2008, “North Africa and Its Jews During the Second World War: New Research.”
Michman starts his article74 emphasizing the importance of the WC.
“Yad Vashem’s International Institute for Holocaust Research and the Ben-Zvi InstituteThe Center for Information, Documentation and Research On North-African Jewry
During WWII are planning an international conference entitled, “North African Jewry
During the Second World War—New Approaches. Scheduled to take place on 28-30
April 2008”
http://www1.yadvashem.org/about_yad/magazine/magazine_46/img/page_8.pdf
The title should have been: “North Africa and Its Jews in the Shoah: New Research
“On 20 January 1942, senior German officials gathered at a villa in Wannsee, Berlin to
clarify the organizational aspects of the plan to systematically eradicate the Jews.
According to the protocol drafted by Adolf Eichmann, it was made clear—several
times—that the discussion concerned “the Final Solution to the Jewish Problem in
Europe.” Thus arises the question: to what extent did the Nazi regime plan on murdering
Jews outside of Europe? Was the fate of the Jews who found themselves under German
rule, or that of Axis powers beyond Europe’s borders, the same as those within? ”75
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Michman’s Misquotation? “it was made clear—several times—that the discussion
concerned ‘the Final Solution to the Jewish Problem in Europe.’” This sentence as
written by Michman, does not seem to appear even once in any translation of the
Wannseee Protocol. And Michman must mention, after the words “in Europe”, his
personal comment: “emphasis added.”
“in Europe.” is not in italic in the Protocol document. It appears that the author of this
article wanted to promote his point of view.
How can one start a conference with a quotation about the Wannsee conference, which
was nothing more than a 'silly story' as per Y. Bauer’s statemen?
Isn’t it an attempt to spread false information?
The choice of this misquotation begs the question – Is this specific “quotation” an attempt
to lead participants of the conference to believe that at the Wannsee conference, the
French North Africa Jews were not part of the Final Solution? And then, this justifies the
center on North African Jewry during WWII at Ben-Zvi.
One must be very accurate when writing about the Holocaust. And the focus on one
quotation seems to ignore many others and the historical realities of that period.
Hitler's Speech in Munich, 24 February, 1939: "the Jewish question today was no longer
a German problem: it had become a world problem." quoted in N H Baynes, The
Speeches of Adolf Hitler, Oxford University Press, 1942, Volume I, pp.743)
Heinrich Himmler, the head of the SS, declared in the summer of 1941: “the Fuehrer has
ordered that the Jewish question be solved once and for all ... The Jews are the sworn
enemies of the German people and must be eradicated. Every Jew that we can lay our
hands on is to be destroyed now during the war, without exception. ... obliterate the
biological basis of Jewry.”
* “Thus arises the question: to what extent did the Nazi regime plan on murdering
Jews outside of Europe? Was the fate of the Jews who found themselves under German
rule—or that of Axis powers—beyond Europe’s borders the same as those within?”
It seems that these two questions have the goal of raising false and artificial historical
issues. The focus on geographic location with the artificial division between “outside
Europe” and “beyond Europe’s borders” simply didn’t exist. All historians agree that the
correct historical perspective and focus must the course of World War II. The history
of the persecution and the murder of the Jews in the Holocaust must be studied and
discussed within the evolution of the events in WWII.
These two questions seem to indicate a specific purpose. It looks that they want people to
believe that there may have been two plans on murdering Jews or two Holocausts, one
within Europe and one outside of/beyond Europe’s borders.
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Therefore, one may think, that these two questions challenge the historical record of one
Nazi master plan to kill all the Jews, including those in North Africa. October 25, 1941.
Hitler told Heydrich and Himmler: It is good that we are preceded by an aura of terror for
our plans to exterminate Jewry.
The geographic artificial division of Europe seems to indicate a specific goal and
purpose. It appears that these questions, incorrectly using “outside of Europe” and
“beyond Europe’s borders” will justify having two Holocaust centers: YV for the Jews
of “Europe” of today (without French North Africa), and one for the other Jews, at Ben
Zvi.
Both questions, based, on purpose on geographic location, ignore the historical political
realities of the time, of an imperialist Europe. And, it seems there is an attempt to
challenge the historical record, revealing NOW a fundamentally misleading approach to
the history of the era.
The Nazi plan on murdering Jews in French North Africa was directly and naturally
connected to the extension of anti-Jewish laws by pro-Nazi Vichy France. “The French
possessions, including those in North Africa, were under Vichy government rule and all
the anti-Jewish legislation was applied there.”76
All historians now agree that the fate of the Jews was directly linked to WWII, (and not
to outside or inside Europe of today). They all firmly state that the correct historical
perspective and focus in the study of the Holocaust must the course of World War II,
and not the geography. The history of the persecution and the murder of the Jews in
the Holocaust, because of a racial ideology, must be studied and discussed within the
development of the events in WWII.
Indeed, Himmler declared in 1941: “Every Jew that we can lay our hands on is to be
destroyed now during the war, without exception.” (Reference: C ommandant of
Auschwitz: The Autobiography of Rudolf Hoess (Weidenfeld & Nicholson, 1959).
That’s why YV write in its website: “the policy that came to be known as the Final
Solution, which called for the murder of all Jews, developed during the war itself.”77
Prof. Gerhard L. Weinberg stated in 1998: “There exists a fairly common tendency to
write, talk, and teach about the Holocaust and about World War II as separate and only
barely related events. …
Certainly those in charge of both the war and the Holocaust on the German side had no
doubts on the connection themselves. No one needed to explain to them that the
overwhelming majority of the Jews they killed had come into their reach only because of
76
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the war (and not because of a specific plan of “murdering Jews inside or outside Europe)
... had the Germans won (as they certainly expected) the percentage would have been
higher. The special racial character of the war in German eyes can be seen quite easily
... ”78
Gerhard adds: “What I am trying to clarity is the extent to which developments in the
military and diplomatic course of the war and in the Holocaust intersected with each
other, and how a failure to take this intersections into account reduces our ability to
understand either.” ”) (Ref. G. L. Weinberg, The Holocaust and WWII.” In Lessons and
Legacies II, pp. 26-32, 1998).
YV: “The exact date of the Nazi policy decision to murder all the Jews is not entirely
clear. … the policy that came to be known as the Final Solution, which called for the
murder of all Jews, developed during the war itself.”79
All Holocaust and genocide scholars agree that the Nazi regime was tenacious in their
ideological plan to murder the Jews everywhere, and that there was one Nazi master plan
to kill all the Jews and annihilate the Jewish people. The historical evidence is very clear.
March, 1942. Joseph Goebbels wrote in his diary on 27 March 1942: ‘No other
government and no other regime would have the strength for such a global solution of
this question,’80”81 More importantly, the countries of French North Africa were not
considered outside Europe, as per a German document relevant to the Jewish question –
these North African countries were listed under title: Other European Countries.”
It appears that YV, unlike Bauer their academic advisor, is again ignoring the reality of
the Nazi master plan and global solution to the Jewish question.
* Michman: “Was the fate of the Jews who found themselves under German rule—or
that of Axis powers—beyond Europe’s borders the same as those within?”
A more appropriate question would have included a relevancy to the connection between
evolution of the war and the fate of the North African Jews, who were saved following
the Allies landing in North Africa. The war and not the border is relevant.
Again, we see here the artificial division between inside and outside Europe. Before,
during and after the Holocaust, French North Africa was not considered “beyond
Europe’s borders; it was definitely part of Europe. Again, it seems that there is an
attempt to challenge the historical record, revealing a fundamentally misleading approach
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to the historic political reality of the era. Beyond imperialist Europe, one may mention
Cuba.
Let’s again mention that the historians at the USHMM clearly state: “The history of
the Holocaust in France's three North African colonies (Algeria, Morocco, and
Tunisia) is intrinsically tied to France's fate during this period.
https://secure.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?lang=es&ModuleId=10007311
All historians categorically state that the fate of the Jews depended on the countries’
response to cooperation with German demands. And that’s what decided the fate of the
Jews, not the location. “Germany attempted to export its Jewish policy to those countries
it occupied, such as ... France ... or that fell under its influence…The countries’ response
to cooperation with German demands ... varied. Factors that determined support ...
included
1. the changing political climate ...,
2. the perception of a German defeat ...;
3. the intensity of antisemitism in a country, or the lack thereof;
4. the willingness of the population to view Jews as their fellow nationals rather than as a
foreign element; and
5. the willingness of the general population to oppose the persecution and deportation of
Jews.
6.... in the light of laws that segregated and persecuted Jews ... the success ...also required
the cooperation of the political leadership & bureaucracy, which promulgated decrees
that segregated Jews from the rest of society.”
IV. YV’s Website for Foreign Students, Scholars and Teachers
No research, documentation, and information on the Holocaust, and in the same place,
can be meaningful, without an encompassing accurate and comprehensive view of the
history of all the Jewish victims, in all countries.
The Gates of Knowledge does not narrate the history of North African Jewry in the
Holocaust.
“The Concise Encyclopedia of the Holocaust,”82 by the International School for
Holocaust Studies at Yad Vashem, includes entries on France and Italy, but none on the
European colonies in North Africa, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya.
“A total of 2,575 Tunisian Jews died.”[3] Ironically, though, Denmark with 60 is listed.
Professor Serels wrote that “it is most unfortunate that … noted scholars of the
Holocaust, do not note the fate of theses maltreated Jews {in Tunisia}, who noted very
well that they, too, were part of the Jewish people.”83
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The Jewish populations of French Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, Italian Libya and
Denmark are the only European countries to be spared the brutal mass deportations and
mass murder, which took place in the rest of Europe.
YV Task. “Since its inception, Yad Vashem has among its many tasks to inform and
remember those who suffered. One of the ways in which it fulfills this directive is by
publishing about the Shoah. … Yad Vashem has been entrusted with documenting the
history of the Jewish people during the Holocaust period, preserving the memory and
story of each of the six million victims, and imparting the legacy of the Holocaust for
generations to come through its archives, library, school, museums and recognition of
the Righteous.”84
The Holocaust Resource Center
If one goes to the main site of YV, at the “The Holocaust Resource Center”
http://www1.yadvashem.org/yv/en/holocaust/index.asp, and click on “Photos”, and then
on “Photographs (2056)” one cannot find listed a single photo on any country in North
Africa. Same negative result can be found with articrafts, Art, and testimonies. And that,
despite the fact, that YV has been collecting photos and documents on North African
Jewry. Click on: http://www6.yadvashem.org/wps/portal/photo Search: Tunis, to find 39
photos. Search: North Africa, to find 73 photos. But, one has to know names of the
countries, and google them, to find them. It’s the same negative result with articrafts, Art,
and testimonies.
So, YV does fulfill its first obligation of commemorating North African Jewry in the
Holocaust, as it did on December 9, 2009, and “collecting Pages of Testimony to
commemorate individuals killed in the Shoah.”85 But, it seems that it does not want to
continue to research, document and inform about them.
V. Center for Information Documentation and Research on North-African Jewry
during WWII at Ben-Zvi http://www.ybz.org.il/?ArticleID=235
יד בן- תרבות וחינוך,צבי הינו מוסד מחקר

YV’s Holocaust Resource Center:” “The Holocaust, as presented in this resource
center, is defined as … the murder of close to six million Jews in Europe.”86
YV will continue commemorating in ceremonies the fate of North African Jewry in the
Holocaust and recording their names in the Pages of Testimony, but it decided to delegate
its three other legal obligations of research, documentation and information on North
African Jewry to a center outside YV – separating the stories of the victims. In Israel,
Jews whose origins were in North Africa are called Sephardim (Hebrew name for
Hispanic Jews). Sephardim usually have dark skin.
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So, YV can now support “The Center for Information Documentation and Research on
North-African Jewry during WWII,” created outside Yad Vashem.
Shaked was told that YV must have received a lot of money. Is there an attempt here to
exclude work on North African Jewry from YV’s general budget?
http://www.ybz.org.il/?CategoryID=251
“The Center for Information Documentation and Research on North-African Jewry
during WWII”
About the center - http://www.ybz.org.il/_Uploads/dbsAttachedFiles/tiaudeng.pdf
In Hebrew: http://www.ybz.org.il/?CategoryID=226&ArticleID=193
Note: In fact, the Ben-Zvi Institute has no English version.
English: “In the narrative of World War II, as in the case of the narrative of the Shoah in
public discourse in Israel, the subject of the Jews of North Africa (Algeria, Libya,
Morocco, and Tunisia) is lacking. Of course the fate of these communities was much
better than that of European Jewry (Jews of North Africa were considered European
Jewry as per primary sources) historical , but it is not a sufficient reason to ignore the
plight of Jews who suffered the loss of a family member in labor camps and internment
camps, or deportation to concentration camps in Europe, the exploitation of children in
forced labor, expropriation of property, houses destroyed by aerial bombardment, the
humiliation of being forced to wear a yellow badge and the constant uncertainty of what
the future would bring. …
… with the purpose of making information on this subject available, raising the public
consciousness and awareness of the travails of Jews in North Africa, developing curricula
and training teachers to incorporate the subject in the Israeli school system and to
advance academic research.
The Center is setting up a data base on the internet … on North-African Jewry during
WWII. … a forum for researchers and teachers.”87 Those paragraphs are the only ones in
English in the whole site of Ben-Zvi.
So now, the thousands of foreign students, teachers and scholars who come every year to
learn about the Holocaust at the International School for Holocaust Studies at YV, will
not anymore study the whole truth, and the complete story of the Holocaust. They will
only study about the history of “the Holocaust in Europe,” as seen by YV’s historians.
The rest of the Jewish tragedy will be researched, documented, and informed, in Hebrew,
at the center at Ben-Zvi. Only Israeli students and teachers will be research and learn
about North African Jewry during WWII (the Holocaust outside Europe?)
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YV will also decide what kind of money it will allocate to research and education on
North African Jewry during WWII.
Isn’t it discriminatory to artificially divide the story of the Holocaust, and to treat victims
differently with issue of money? It seems that it is also illegal.
IV. One Holocaust Center – Yad Vashem
YV’s Holocaust Resource Center:” “The Holocaust, as presented in this resource
center ….”88 But, “this resource center” is Yad Vashem.
All historians agree that “Jews were persecuted and died during WWII, because they
were the victims of Nazi Germany's deliberate and systematic attempt to annihilate the
entire Jewish population.”
No research, documentation, and information on the Holocaust, in the same place, can be
meaningful, without an encompassing accurate and comprehensive view of the history of
all the Jewish victims, in all countries. It's a fact that the Holocaust was systematic and a
result of one official policy, to kill all the Jews.
If the Holocaust is an important event in Jewish history, it must continue to be told as
one story, and by the same institution, YV, and as per law. The overwhelming
demographic preponderance of Jewish victims in the countries of Europe, the geographic
continent, is not in question. But the stories of the Holocaust in Imperialist Europe French North Africa (NA) and Italian Libya- should continue to be told at YV. YV does
tell the story of the 60 Jewish victims of Denmark, while it seems it doesn’t want to
continue to do so for the 2,57589 of Nazi-occupied Tunisia, France’s colony in North
Africa.
The Yad Vashem Law categorically specifies that the center “is established to
commemorate the six million Jews murdered by the Nazis and their helpers; … the sons
and daughters of the Jewish people … Among the tasks that the law assigns to Yad
Vashem are … to gather, research, and publish testimony of the Holocaust and its
heroism and to impart its lessons and to and to represent Israel on international projects
aiming at perpetuating the memory of the victims of the Holocaust and of World War
II.90
YV, “was established … in order to enshrine and preserve the memory of the six million
Jews annihilated by Nazi Germany … Apart from its role as a commemorative
institution, Yad Vashem is recognized as an academic center that specializes in
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Holocaust research and education.”91 The Yad Vashem Israeli law emphasizes that YV
is about the Nazi assault against one people. It clearly proclaims that “As the Jewish
people’s living memorial to the Holocaust, Yad Vashem safeguards the memory of the
past and imparts its meaning for future generations.”92
Avner Shalev, Chairman of the Yad Vashem Directorate, says on November 16, 2004,
that “Yad Vashem was established as the center for commemoration and research of
the Holocaust and its lessons.”93 Quotations from YV’s website:
“Documentation. Yad Vashem is dedicated to documenting the events of the Shoah
by collecting and safeguarding millions of pieces of evidence, so that an accurate and
detailed historical record of the atrocities committed against the Jewish people may be
preserved and disseminated.”94
“Research. Since its establishment, one of Yad Vashem’s priorities has been to research
the Holocaust and to distribute publications on the subject.
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR HOLOCAUST RESEARCH is to encourage and
support worldwide scholarly research on the Holocaust and related topics. The Institute
… to include testimonies, documents and recollections of the survivors and those who
perished. … The Yad Vashem PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT publishes works of
research, memoirs, documents, albums and diaries relating to the Shoah. As the torch of
remembrance passes to a new generation, these publications are more important than
ever.”95
“Education. Since 1993, the International School for Holocaust Studies has been
conducting educational programs and producing educational materials for a variety of
audiences … in Israel and abroad. … We believe it is our mission to enrich the
knowledge of educators from around the world … students to gain a broader
understanding of what happened during this period. (and now it will be only in Europe of
today)”96
The separation of history of the Holocaust into a center for Jews in Europe of today, and
Holocaust outside Europe, not only does not reflect the historical and political realities
of imperialist Europe and the Nazi master goal, but will also be divisive.
It seems that YV should amend what appears to be a whitewashed history of the
Holocaust, by starting to look at the concept of imperialist Europe (not at Europe of
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today) and taking into consideration all relevant quotations and evidence, and not only
those fitting its point of view.
As per law, YV should document, research and inform on North African Jewry during
WWII in its resource center, and include in its general budget, any research and education
on North African Jewry in the Shoah.
The Holocaust was also “an international conflict”
Such a division of the story of the Holocaust into two centers simply does not reflect the
authentic political realities of the time. It looks like YV’s actions reveal a
fundamentally misleading approach to the history of the era.
Michael Marrus in his book The Holocaust in History, explains that the Holocaust was
also “an international conflict … it took place within the context of an international
conflict.” All historians agree that Hitler’s war against the Jews was conducted parallel to
the evolution of World War II, and the story of North African Jewry during WWII was an
integral part of that same war.
Therefore all the documents are connected and interrelated, and must be researched
for education and information in one place. Example: “The Centres des Archives
d’Outre-Mer for Algeria in Aix-en-Provence (France) and the Centre des archives
diplomatiques de Nantes (France) for Morocco and Tunisia.”97
Therefore, the historical approach must be as global, and inclusive as possible. And it
must be completely integrated and closely connected within the developments of the
events in World War II. No war, no Holocaust.
The Holocaust was a Jewish tragedy
As per the revealing title of the book by Sir Martin Gilbert, the Holocaust was a Jewish
tragedy. It was not about a Holocaust in Europe and a Holocaust outside Europe.
The Holocaust must be documented, researched and taught as one story.
That’s why it does not make sense historically and pedagogically, to have two resource
centers - the Center for documentation, information on North African Jewry during
World War II and for research on Holocaust outside Europe at Ben-Zvi, and the center
Yad Vashem for research and education on Holocaust in Europe.
One cannot separate the stories of the victims.
There shouldn’t be “research on Holocaust in Europe,” and “research on Holocaust
outside Europe.”
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There was one Jewish question, one Jewish problem, and one Final Solution.
There was one Hitler’s war against the Jews.
There was one systematic official policy.
There was one single master plan for Jewish annihilation.
There was one Holocaust.
It is about one story of one master plan and one war against the Jews. It is one chapter in
the history of the Jewish people, where all Jews were persecuted by the same
perpetrators, and shared the same fate for the same racial ideological reason — because
they were Jews.
Consequently, there should be one history unit called “The Holocaust.” And there should
be one Israeli resource center and world center for documentation, research, and
education about the Holocaust, Yad Vashem.
YV should correct the record, and stop supporting the one-man center at Ben-Zvi, who
can join the team at YV.
Continuing to tell at Yad Vashem the story of Jewry in the European colonies of North
Africa in the Holocaust, does not diminish the tragic destruction of the many Jewish
communities in the rest of Europe.
Truth and accuracy are vital when researching and informing about this tragic event.
“All Jews were victims,” correctly declared Nobel Laureate and Holocaust survivor Elie
Wiesel. Ahdut am, ahdut goral– one people, one destiny, one center: Yad Vashem.
YV will also, truthfully, be fulfilling its mission statement: “As the Jewish people’s
living memorial to the Holocaust, Yad Vashem safeguards the memory of the past and
imparts its meaning for future generations … maintaining an authentic voice …[which]
paves the way for a better future.” And to do that requires maintaining an authentic
historical perspective and researching and recording all the facts in one center: Yad
Vashem.
There is no doubt that Yad Vashem and other Holocaust centers in the world, serve the
greater public good. Edith Shaked hopes that they will be inclusive of the Shoah in
North Africa in their documentation, research and information, in order to impart the
truthful ideological meaning of the Holocaust for future generations, for the sake of
truth in history, and for the sake of the memory of all the victims, who were murdered
by the Nazis and their collaborators in their attempted genocide of the Jewish people.

ADDENDUM: GEOGRAPHY OF THE HOLOCAUST
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Professor Yehuda Bauer at Yad Vashem explained, “The Holocaust was perpetrated by
the Nazis for very specific reasons. They saw the Jews the ultimate enemy ... Murder him
... And it wasn’t directed against the Jews of country ‘x’ but against the concept of the
Jew. The Jew. Anywhere. Everywhere.”98
Dr. Jacob Robinson: Coordinator of Research Activities and Publications on the
Holocaust for Yad Vashem and YIVO, New York.); The History of the Holocaust, in
Holocaust:
“Geography of the Shoah (Holocaust)
The Holocaust was geographically widespread and methodically conducted in virtually
all areas of Nazi-occupied territory… in different parts of Nazi controlled territory…”
“The nature of the Holocaust… the extraordinary human suffering of a specially selected
‘race’, pursued over the length and breadth of a continent and beyond, condemned to
mass murder. … every Jew was condemned. …
The Geography of the First Period, 1933-39
The geographic expansion of Nazi anti-Jewish ideology, propaganda, and actions started
with the Free City of Danzig…Step by step, from 1933 on, Danzig followed Germany’s
lead in her racial policies, although German troops did not march into the city until Sept.
1, 1939… annexation of Austria on March 13, 1938 (Anschluss) … Sudetenland…
Memel … Czechoslovakia…Bohemia-Moravia…Slovakia…Carpatho-Ukraine
The Geography of the Second Period, 1939-1944
* German–occupied Europe refers to the countries of Europe which were occupied by
the military forces of Nazi Germany at various times during World War II between 1939
and 1945. http://www.answers.com/topic/german-occupied-europe .
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*German-occupied Europe. German and
other Axis conquests (in blue) in Europe, during World War II. (French North Africa
was considered part of France). Light blue is the traditional color used in cartography
in Germany to represent Germany and its sphere of influence.
*The New Order in Europe at its maximum extent in 1942: German and other Axis
conquests (in blue) in Europe during World War II. http://www.answers.com/topic/neworder-political-system#The_New_Order_in_Europe
The area in which anti-Jewish measures were imposed is commensurate with the everexpanding territorial and political German power: following Sept. 1, 1939, they applied
to Poland; April 9, 1940, Denmark and Norway; May 10, 1940, the Netherlands,
Belgium, Luxembourg, and France (reaching out to French North Africa and the
French Levant); Sept. 8, 1943, the day of partial occupation by German troops, Italy (the
anti-Jewish action in Libya started much earlier, on May 2, 1942); April 6, 1941,
Yugoslavia and Greece; June 22, 1941, the U.S.S.R. in its expanded boundaries. The war
between the U.S. and Japan affected the Jews who had found refuge in Japanesedominated areas of Asia, especially those in Shanghai.
...Hungary…Rumania…Slovakia…Bulgaria…Croatia. Thirty-eight geographical areas of
persecution and extermination were created with the expansion of German sovereignty to
parts of Poland, France, and Yugoslavia; the occupation by Germany and her satellites of
most areas of Europe and some sections of Africa and Asia; and the partition of states. …
All the satellites did the “preparatory work” for the Final Solution on their own, with
German inspiration and guidance, and some even had special commissioners for Jewish
affairs (France – Xavier Vallat, followed by Louis Darquier de Pellepoix and du Paty de
Clam; Rumania – Radu…”99
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The Center for “Research on Holocaust Outside Europe” at Ben-Zvi
Yad Vashem is the world center for documentation, research, and education about the
Holocaust. Every year, thousands of scholars and students come from all over the world
to Yad Vashem, to learn all the true facts about the Holocaust.
Yad Vashem (YV) is and should continue to remain the unique authentic voice of the
Holocaust. Its entire mission depends on accurately researching, interpreting, and
disseminating all the facts of the Holocaust. The goal is to guarantee that the history
researched, documented, and taught only at YV, is historically authentic, by being fully
inclusive, and not selective. There shouldn’t be the appearance of manipulating
Holocaust history with “Holocaust inside and outside Europe,” to deny the realities about
North African Jewish victims of the Holocaust.
If the Holocaust is an important event in Jewish history, it must continue to be told as
one story, and by the same institution, YV, and as per law. The overwhelming
demographic preponderance of Jewish victims in the countries of Europe, the geographic
continent, is not in question. But the stories of the Holocaust in Imperialist Europe French North Africa (NA) and Italian Libya- should continue to be told at YV. YV does
tell the story of the 60 Jewish victims of Denmark, while it seems it doesn’t want to
continue to do so for the 2,575100 of Nazi-occupied Tunisia, France’s colony in North
Africa.
Professor Serels wrote that “it is most unfortunate that … noted scholars of the
Holocaust, do not note the fate of theses maltreated Jews {in Tunisia}, who noted very
well that they, too, were part of the Jewish people.”101
To continue telling the stories of North African Jewry of imperialist Europe in YV, will
not diminish the tragic mass deportations and mass murder of the Jews in the rest of
Europe.
The Jewish populations in Denmark and in the European colonies of North Africa
(French Morcco, Algeria and Tunisia, and Italian Libya) are the only ones to be spared
the mass deportations and mass murder of our Jewish people living in the rest of Europe.
Yehuda Bauer, a world well-known Israeli Holocaust scholar, current Academic Advisor
to YV and Academic Advisor to the Task Force for International Cooperation on
Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research, declared ““Let us be clear: the
Holocaust, Shoah, Churban, Judeocide, whatever we call it, is the name we give to the
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attempted planned total physical annihilation of the Jewish people, and its partial
perpetration with the murder of most of the Jews of Europe.”102
Bauer “contends that the Holocaust … was the intent of the Nazis to exterminate all
Jews;”103 he also declared at the Amsterdam Conference on Remembrance, May 2001,
that “the unprecedentesness of the Holocaust {was}…an attempt to eradicate a people, all
of them, every single individual of their number, ultimately everywhere in the world, by a
modern industrial machinery.” Bauer explained that “the Holocaust was perpetrated by
the Nazis for very specific reasons. They saw the Jews the ultimate enemy ... Murder him
... And it wasn’t directed against the Jews of country ‘x’ but against the concept of the
Jew. The Jew. Anywhere. Everywhere,”104
But now, the thousands of students, teachers and scholars who come every year to learn
about the Holocaust at the International School for Holocaust Studies will not anymore
study the whole truth, and the complete story of the Holocaust at YV. The rest of the
Jewish tragedy will be researched, documented, and informed, in Hebrew, at Ben-Zvi.
YV will continue commemorating in ceremonies the fate of North African Jewry in the
Holocaust and recording their names in the Pages of Testimony, but it decided to delegate
its three other legal obligations of research, documentation and information on North
African Jewry to a center outside YV – separating the stories of the victims. In Israel,
Jews whose origins were in North Africa are called Sephardim (Hebrew name for
Hispanic Jews). Sephardim usually have dark skin.
Shaked was told that YV must have received a lot of money. Is there an attempt here to
exclude work on North African Jewry from YV’s general budget?
http://www.ybz.org.il/?CategoryID=251
Ben-Zvi Institute The Center for Information Documentation and Research on North-African
Jewry during WWII
About the center - http://www.ybz.org.il/_Uploads/dbsAttachedFiles/tiaudeng.pdf
In Hebrew: http://www.ybz.org.il/?CategoryID=226&ArticleID=193
Note: In fact, the Ben-Zvi Institute has no English version.
In the narrative of World War II, as in the case of the narrative of the Shoah in public discourse in
Israel, the subject of the Jews of North Africa (Algeria, Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia) is lacking. Of
course the fate of these communities was much better than that of European Jewry, that is not a
sufficient reason to ignore the plight of Jews who suffered the loss of a family member in labor
camps and internment camps, or deportation to concentration camps in Europe, the
exploitation of children in forced labor, expropriation of property, houses destroyed by aerial
bombardment, the humiliation of being forced to wear a yellow badge and the constant
uncertainty of what the future would bring.
The Center for Documentation, Information and Research on North-African Jewry during World
War II, which operates under the auspices of the Ben-Zvi Institute in Jerusalem, was established in
2006 with the support of the Conference on Jewish Material Claims against Germany with the purpose
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of making information on this subject available, raising the public consciousness and awareness of
the travails of Jews in North Africa, developing curricula and training teachers to incorporate the
subject in the Israeli school system and to advance academic research.

YV “was established in 1953 by an act of the Knesset … , Yad Vashem is recognized as
an academic center that specializes in Holocaust research and education.”105 The Yad
Vashem Israeli law emphasizes that YV is about the Nazi assault against one people – the
Jewish people (no mention of geographic location). It clearly proclaims that “As the
Jewish people’s living memorial to the Holocaust, Yad Vashem safeguards the memory
of the past and imparts its meaning for future generations.”106
The Yad Vashem Law categorically specifies that the center “is established to
commemorate the six million Jews murdered by the Nazis and their helpers; … the sons
and daughters of the Jewish people … Among the tasks that the law assigns to Yad
Vashem are … to gather, research, and publish testimony of the Holocaust and its
heroism and to impart its lessons and to and to represent Israel on international projects
aiming at perpetuating the memory of the victims of the Holocaust and of World War
II.107
So, YV does collect names of North African victims who “perished in the Shoah,” as
stated in their page of testimony, “to be counted.” But, if Jews of North Africa survived,
they suffered during WWII, and their stories will be researched and disseminated by the
center at Ben-Zvi. YV do perform its legal obligation of commemoration for North
African Jewry (in fact European colonies in North Africa), but it is now delegating its
three other legal obligations of research, documentation and education, to the center at
Ben-Zvi. Does it make sense? Quotations from YV’s website:
“Documentation. Yad Vashem is dedicated to documenting the events of the Shoah
by collecting and safeguarding millions of pieces of evidence, so that an accurate and
detailed historical record of the atrocities committed against the Jewish people may be
preserved and disseminated.”108
“Research. Since its establishment, one of Yad Vashem’s priorities has been to research
the Holocaust and to distribute publications on the subject.
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR HOLOCAUST RESEARCH is to encourage and
support worldwide scholarly research on the Holocaust and related topics. The Institute
… to include testimonies, documents and recollections of the survivors and those who
perished. … The Yad Vashem PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT publishes works of
research, memoirs, documents, albums and diaries relating to the Shoah. As the torch of
remembrance passes to a new generation, these publications are more important than
ever.”109
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“Education. Since 1993, the International School for Holocaust Studies has been
conducting educational programs and producing educational materials for a variety of
audiences … in Israel and abroad. … We believe it is our mission to enrich the
knowledge of educators from around the world … students to gain a broader
understanding of what happened during this period. (and now it will be only in Europe of
today)”110
“The Yad Vashem Law categorically specifies that the center “is established to
commemorate the six million Jews murdered by the Nazis and their helpers; … the sons
and daughters of the Jewish people … Among the tasks that the law assigns to Yad
Vashem are … to gather, research, and publish testimony of the Holocaust and its
heroism and to impart its lessons and to and to represent Israel on international
projects aiming at perpetuating the memory of the victims of the Holocaust and of
World War II.111
The separation of history of the Holocaust into a center for Jews in Europe of today, and
Holocaust outside Europe, not only does not reflect the historical and political realities
of imperialist Europe and the Nazi master goal, but will also divide Israel Jewish
population.
The Center is setting up a data base on the internet that will be available to the general public and
researchers and will enable them to obtain information through thousands of indexed documents from
archives in Israel and abroad on North-African Jewry during WWII. This data base will be part of a
website that will include chronology, bibliography, information on conferences and publications,
interactive learning, options for depositing source material and a forum for researchers and teachers.
It is of paramount importance to obtain the testimonies of Jews from North Africa living in Israel and
abroad who experienced World War II. Because of the advanced age of the potential witnesses the
staff of the center is cooperating with other institutions in this area in order to reach the greatest
number of people and record their stories while it is still possible.

But, as per the revealing title of the book by Sir Martin Gilbert, the Holocaust was a
Jewish tragedy.”112. It took place in World War II, an international conflict. Therefore all
the documents are connected and interrelated, and must be researched for education and
information in one place.
One cannot separate the stories of the victims.
There was one Jewish question, one Jewish problem, and one Final Solution.
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There was one Hitler’s war against the Jews. And there was one Holocaust (not one in
Europe, and one outside Europe). It is about one story of one master plan and one war
against the Jews. It is one chapter in the history of the Jewish people, where all Jews
were persecuted by the same perpetrators, and shared the same fate for the same racial
ideological reason — because they were Jews.
Consequently, there should be one Israeli resource center and world center for
documentation, research, and education about the Holocaust, Yad Vashem.
Yad Vashem is and should remain the unique authentic voice of the Holocaust, as
Israel’s only official resource center and the world center for the study of the Holocaust.
Every year, thousands of scholars and students come from all over the world to Yad
Vashem, to learn all the true facts about the Holocaust.
Truth and accuracy are vital when researching and informing about this tragic event.
“All Jews were victims,” correctly declared Nobel Laureate and Holocaust survivor Elie
Wiesel. Ahdut am, ahdut goral– one people, one destiny, one center: Yad Vashem.
YV will also, truthfully, be fulfilling its mission statement: “As the Jewish people’s
living memorial to the Holocaust, Yad Vashem safeguards the memory of the past and
imparts its meaning for future generations … maintaining an authentic voice …[which]
paves the way for a better future.” And to do that requires maintaining an authentic
historical perspective and researching and recording all the facts in one center: Yad
Vashem.
(emphasis added)
For details: The Documentation Center, Ben-Zvi Institute
12 Abravanel Street, POB 7660, Jerusalem 91076 | Tel. 972-2-5398869
Fax: 972-2-5612329 | E-mail: tamarf@ybz.org.il | www.ybz.org.il
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יד בן-, חקר תולדות ארץ ישראל: תרבות וחינוך האמון על שלושה נושאים מרכזיים,צבי הינו מוסד מחקר
 הפועל על. וחקר קהילות ישראל במזרח,חקר ירושלים-  ונושא את,1969 פי חוק מיוחד של הכנסת משנת
שמו

============================
Edith Shaked
Edith Shaked was born in French Tunisia, and her uncle joined the French army in World
War I, to fight for motherland, France. She teaches the Holocaust course, that she
developed at Pima Community College in Tucson, Arizona. Edith also wants her
historical and legal rights to be restored at Yad Vashem and other Holocaust centers, in
the context of a correct history of the Shoah. She wants the story of her grandfather,
Rabbi Moyshy Haddad, za”l, a former member of the Jewish Council (Judenrat) in Nazioccupied French Tunisia, to be told at Yad Vashem and other Holocaust centers, like the
story of her husband’s grandfather, Moyshy Perlman, za”l, who died in Poland.
I am the moderator for a circle of Holocaust instructors at Pima Community College
(PCC), Tucson, Arizona, USA. There are eleven Holocaust educators, a total of about
370 students Holocaust students in this spring semester, 13 Holocaust sections inclusive
of 4 online sections, all over town at different days and hours. In addition, one of the
Holocaust educator in our circle coordinates the teaching of the Holocaust for thousands
of middle schools and high schools students. I do have the educational and ethical
obligation to speak up. I support the site of the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum at Washington. It has at least twelve articles on North Africa and North African
Jews in the Holocaust.
I initiated the Holocaust course. I used to teach Western Civilization. A professor at the
University of Arizona (UA) asked me to develop a Holocaust course at PCC, because
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their Holocaust class is always full. There is an agreement of course transfer between
PCC and UA. So, at PCC, I developed a Holocaust course, HIS-274, which is equivalent
to the upper division Holocaust course HIS-374 at the UA, and transfers to all
universities in the world (especially relevant for the online sections). In 1999, after about
two years of paper work, I started with 24 students. This semester we have almost 400
students with 4 Holocaust sections online. I also developed the online Holocaust section –
all 4 sections are full.
Shaked’s Online Lectures. The Department of Judaic Studies at Harvard University
asked Shaked to mirror her site: http://www.u.arizona.edu/~shaked/
It took me more than three years to write my lectures. I have to put a revision of them I
did recently. I include the murder of non-Jews, and non-Jewish resistance.
* Presented a workshop at the International Biannual conference: Lessons and Legacies
of the Holocaust IX Conference at Claremont McKenna College:
Reference: FRIDAY SESSIONS November 3, 2006 2:30 to 4 PM (grant)
(1) Teaching about the Holocaust within the Evolution of the Events of World War II
Edith Shaked (Pima Community College)
Prof. Gerhard Weinberg (University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Emeritus)
* United States Holocaust Memorial Museum nvited Shaked to Professional
Development Workshop, the USHMM, Washington, D.C. Dec. 10-11, 2001 (full grant).
* Invited to attend The Summer Institute on The Holocaust and Jewish Civilization,
Northwestern University, June 24 - July 8, 1998 (to train university and college
professors to teach about the Holocaust; full grant from the Holocaust Education
Foundation)
Thank you for your kind attention.
Edith Shaked

47

