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Estimates from the National Crime
Victimization Survey (NCVS) indicate
that in 1999 persons age 12 or older
experienced about 791,210 violent
crimes by a current or former spouse,
boyfriend, or girlfriend.  Intimate
partner violence is primarily a crime
against women:  During 1999 females
experienced 671,110 (85%) such
violent victimizations; males, 120,100
(15%).

Younger women generally had higher
rates of intimate partner violence than
older women.1  The 1999 per capita
rate of intimate partner violence
against women was 6 victimizations
per 1,000; per 1,000 females age
16-24, it was 16 victimizations, and 
per 1,000 females age 25-34, 
9 victimizations.

Overall, older women experienced
intimate partner violence at rates that
were about equal among different
ethnic or racial groups.  Only among
women age 20-24 did blacks experi-
ence more intimate violence than
whites.
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• Intimate partner violence rates differ
greatly based on the age of the victim.
While the overall per capita rate of
intimate partner violence against
women was 5.8 victimizations per
1,000 in 1999, among females age
16-24, it was 15.6 per 1,000.  

• Between 1993 and 1999 the overall
rate of intimate partner violence
against all females decreased 41%
from 10 to 6 victimizations per 1,000
females age 12 or older.  Rates 
of intimate partner violence fell 
for females age 20-24, 25-34, 
and 35-49.
  
• Black and white females experi-
enced intimate partner violence at

similar rates for every age group
examined except age 20-24. For this
age, there were 29 intimate partner
victimizations per 1,000 black women
and 20 per 1,000 white women. 

• Women separated from their
husbands were victimized by an
intimate at rates higher than married,
divorced, widowed, or never married
women. 
 
• Intimate partners murdered 1,218
women during 1999.  From 1993 to
1999 intimates killed 45% of all
female murder victims age 20-24.

• Women age 35-49 were the most
vulnerable to intimate murder. 

Highlights
Women accounted for 85% of the victims from among the more than 790,000
victims of intimate violence in 1999; women age 16 to 24 were the most 
vulnerable to intimate violence
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1In general, information about intimate partner
victimization of males is not provided because
the small number of cases in each age
category was not sufficient for reliable
estimates.

Intimate Partner Violence and
Age of Victim, 1993-99



Between 1993 and 1999 the rates of
intimate partner violence for women
age 20-49 declined.  The rates for
women of other ages did not change  
significantly.  

Data

Findings regarding violent crime are
drawn from National Criminal Victimi-
zation Survey (NCVS) data collected 
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics
(BJS).  Homicide data were collected
by the FBI, under the Supplementary
Homicide Reports (SHR) of the
Uniform Crime Reporting Program
(UCR).

Definitions

For this report, intimate relationships
are defined as those involving current
or former spouses, boyfriends, or

girlfriends.  Offenders may be of the
same gender as the victim.  

Violent acts examined include murder,
rape, sexual assault, robbery, aggra-
vated assault, and simple assault.  
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Note:  The population of females in 1999 used to calculate the rates was 116,243,710.  

663.8444,860Simple assault
100.668,810Aggravated assault
100.665,970Robbery
140.891,470Rape/sexual assault

100%5.8671,110  Total violent crime

PercentRate per 1,000 femalesNumberType of victimization
Violence against women by intimate partners

Table 1.  Violence against females by intimate partners, 1999

In 1999 intimate partner homicides
accounted for 11% of all murders of
both males and females.  An offender
who was not intimate with the victim
committed the majority of homicides
(55%), and in 34% of murders, the
victim-offender relationship was
unknown. 

Of the 1,642 persons murdered by an
intimate in 1999, 424 � or 26% �

were men.  Male murder victims were
substantially less likely than female
murder victims to have been killed by
an intimate partner.  In 1999 intimate
partner homicides accounted for 32%
of the murders of females and about
4% of the murders of males.

In 1999 intimate partners murdered
males age 35-49 at rates higher than
those of other age categories 

(0.7 per 100,000 males).  (See appen-
dix table 7.) 

Intimates murdered males age 20 to
34 at rates nearly as high as males 
35-49 (0.5 males per 100,000).  
In contrast, intimates murdered males
ages 12-15, 16-19, or 65 or older at
the lowest rates � 0.1 per 100,000
males at most.  

For victims age 16 or older the 1999
rates of intimate partner homicide
against males were lower than 1993
rates for all age categories examined.

By age group homicide rates against
males by an intimate partner
decreased between 29% (males age
20-24) and 58% (males age 25-34),
1993-99.  

Note: The measured intimate partner homicide rate against males age 12-15 is 0.0 
for all years between 1993 and 1999, except 1998 (0.1), and is not shown.   
For annual rates of intimate partner homicide against males, see appendix table 7.
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The National Crime Victimization
Survey 

The NCVS is the Nation's primary
source of information on the
frequency, characteristics, and
consequences of criminal victimiza-
tion.  One of the largest continuous
household surveys conducted by the
Federal Government, the NCVS
collects information about crimes
both reported and not reported to
police.  The survey provides the
largest national forum for victims to
describe the impact of crime and the
characteristics of violent offenders.

This report is one in a series. Previ-
ous reports include the following:
Intimate Partner Violence, NCJ
178247 and Violence by Intimates,
NCJ 167237. Findings from the  
NCVS are also on the BJS website:
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/

Victims age 65 or older

Annual rates for victims of nonfatal
intimate partner violence age 65 or
older are displayed in appendix 
table 1.  The rates are combined
with those of the 50-64 age group
elsewhere because the number of
sample cases of women age 65 or
older was too small to provide
reliable estimates.  Where possible,
discussions of homicide display data
for victims age 65 or older. 



Intimate partner violence against
females, 1999

Women were victimized in 85% of the
791,210 intimate partner violent crimes
in 1999.  Intimate partner violence
against females most often took the
form of a simple assault (66%) (table
1).  Fourteen percent of female
intimate partner victims were raped or
sexually assaulted.  Aggravated
assaults and robbery each accounted
for 10% of all intimate partner violence
against females during 1999. 

Overall, 6 per 1,000 females age 12 or
older were victims of intimate partner
violence during 1999.  This overall rate
masks the variation in per capita rates
for females in different categories 
of age.  For example, during 1999
females age 16-19 and 20-24 were the
most vulnerable to intimate partner
violence (15 and 16 violent victimiza-
tions per 1,000, respectively) (table 2).

Homicide of females by intimates 

As was the case historically, females
were more likely than males to be
murdered by an intimate partner in
1999.  During the year 74% � or 1,218
� of the 1,642 persons murdered by an
intimate partner were female (not
shown in table).

A substantial percentage of female
murder victims were slain by an
intimate partner (table 3).  In every age
category females were more likely than
males to be murdered by an intimate
partner.  

Between 1993 and 1999, an intimate
was responsible for 32% homicides of
women age 20-24 and almost 40% of
homicides of women age 35-49.   

In 1999 women age 35-49 were
murdered by an intimate partner at
rates greater than those of all other
age groups (2.1 females killed by an
intimate per 100,000 females; figure 1
and appendix table 1).  Females age
20-24 and 25-34 also had high rates of
intimate partner homicide.  During
1999 an intimate partner killed 1.6
females age 20-24 per 100,000 and
1.7 females age 25-34 per 100,000.  

In contrast, the youngest and oldest
females (those age 12-15 and 50 or
older) were murdered by an intimate
partner at the lowest rates of all
females (0.1 and 0.6 per 100,000
females, respectively). 

The age distribution for homicides
differs from that for nonfatal intimate
partner violence.  Women age 35-49
were the most vulnerable to intimate
murder, and those age 16-19 and
20-24, the most vulnerable to nonfatal
violence.

From 1993 to 1999 the rates of
intimate partner homicide against
females fell for every age group
examined.  The smallest percentage
decline occurred among females age
35-49 � those with the highest rates
overall.  Between 1993 and 1999,
intimate partner homicide for this group
fell from 2.4 to 2.1 murders per
100,000.  

In recent years intimate partner
homicide rates increased for women 
in some age groups.  For example,
between 1997 and 1999 intimate
partner homicide rates increased for
females age 35-49 and age 65 or
older.1 

For additional information on intimate
partner homicide trends, visit BJS’s
web site at < www.ojp.usdoj.
gov/bjs/homicide/homtrnd.htm>.
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Source:  FBI's UCR data, 1993-99.

52165 or older
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43625-34
23220-24
12216-19
1%10%12-15
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victimsAge of victim

Percent of
homicides commit-
ted by an intimate

Table 3.  Percent of all homicides
committed by an intimate, by victim's
gender and age, 1993-99

Figure 1
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*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.  

Note:  Rates between 16-19 and 20-24  age
groups as well as rates between 12-15 and
50 or older age groups do not differ signifi-
cantly.   All other pairs of rates differ at the
95%-level of confidence.

3* 0.521,03050 or older
296.0194,38035-49
279.4182,07025-34
2115.7144,10020-24
1815.4119,63016-19
1*1.39,90012-15

100%5.8671,110Total
Percent

Rate per
1,000NumberVictim's age

Table 2.  Overall violence against
females by intimate partners, 
by age, 1999 

1For more information on the difficulty associ-
ated with analyzing Supplementary Homicide
Reports, see Michael D. Maltz, Bridging Gaps 
in Police Crime Data, BJS report, September
1999, NCJ 176365, pp. 31-39.



Victim characteristics, 1993-99

The following presents rates of intimate
partner violence by the victims' age,
taking into account one additional
variable, such as race or marital status,
at a time.2  

2While these estimates are informative, including
more control variables could modify the differ-
ences in rates between the age categories.
Because of limits imposed by sample size, the
addition of multiple control variables simultane-
ously was not possible.

Race

The pattern found between rates of
intimate partner violence and victim’s
age for all females also was evident
when examining the age profiles of
black and white females independently.
For both black and white females, age
profiles of intimate partner violence
rates were similar, peaking at age
20-24, then decreasing for older age
categories (figure 2 and appendix 
table 2).  

In addition to similar overall patterns,
black and white females experienced
intimate partner violence at similar
magnitudes for all age categories
except one.  Among females age
20-24, black women incurred intimate
partner violence at significantly higher
rates than white women (29 versus 20
victimizations per 1,000 respectively). 

The age profile pattern between
victim's age and intimate partner
violence rates for females of other
races (Asians, Native Hawaiians, other
Pacific Islanders, Alaska Natives, and
American Indians as a whole) was
similar to that for black and white
females.  Intimate partner violence
estimates for females of other races
are not discussed in the text because
of an insufficient number of cases.
(See appendix table 2.)

Hispanic origin 

The age pattern of intimate partner
violence among non-Hispanic females
was similar to the pattern for all
females.  The rate of intimate partner
violence against non-Hispanic women
peaked at age 20-24 (22 per 1,000),
and then decreased as the 
age category increased (figure 3 
and appendix table 3).  

Compared to the rates for non-
Hispanic females, intimate partner
violence rates for Hispanic females
peaked at lower levels and over a
wider range of ages.  For Hispanic
females the highest rates of intimate
partner violence occurred among those
age 16-19, 20-24, and 25-34 (12, 13,
and 11 victimizations per 1,000
Hispanic females, respectively).

Between 1993 and 1999 the rates of
intimate partner violence for non-
Hispanic women age 20-24 and 25-34
were significantly greater than those of
Hispanic women of comparable ages.
Non-Hispanic females age 16-19 also
experienced such violence at a rate
slightly higher than that of Hispanic
women.  No measurable difference in
victimization rates existed between
Hispanics and non-Hispanics younger
than 16 or older than 34. 
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Marital status

Age profiles of female victims of
intimate partner violence show that
regardless of their marital status,
women age 20-24 were victimized at
higher rates than older women.  Older
women were less vulnerable to
intimate partner violence than younger
women, although the degree of vulner-
ability differed according to marital
status (figure 4 and appendix table 4).
(See the box on page 6 for special
considerations when examining marital
status and intimate partner violence.) 

In general, separated females experi-
enced intimate partner violence at
rates significantly higher than women 
in any other marital category.  Sepa-
rated women age 20-24 and 25-34 had
the highest annual average rates of
intimate partner victimization (151 and
118 per 1,000 women in each age
category, respectively).  Separated
females age 50 or older � an age
category historically associated with
relatively low rates of violence in the
aggregate � were victimized at about
10 times the rate of divorced women in
the same age category (12.5 versus
1.2 victimizations per 1,000). 

Overall, divorced women were victim-
ized by an intimate partner at the
second highest rate among the marital
categories.  Divorced females age 20-
24 experienced an average of 78
intimate partner victimizations per
1,000 females of this age between
1993 and 1999.  On average 50
females age 25-34 per 1,000 experi-
enced violence by an intimate partner
during the same period.  (The estimate
for divorced women age 16-19 is
based on fewer than 10 sample cases.
See Hypothesis testing and the NCVS
on page 11.)

In general, females who never married
sustained violence at rates higher than
those who were married, but lower
than those who were separated.  On
average, 20 females per 1,000 age
20-24, and 17 females per 1,000

age 16-19 were victimized by an
intimate, 1993-99.  These groups
experienced statistically similar rates of
victimization and represented the
highest rates for females who had
never married.

Married women reported experiencing
intimate partner violence at rates lower
than women in other marital cate-

 

gories.  Married women age 20-24 had
8 victimizations per 1,000 women, as
contrasted to 1 per 1,000 among
married women age 50 or older. 

Intimate partner violence rates for
widowed women are not discussed
because the number of cases was not
sufficient for reliable estimates (appen-
dix table 4).

   Intimate Partner Violence and Age of Victim, 1993-99   5

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

Per 1,000 women age 12 or older, average annual rate

20-   25-  35-  50 or 20-  25-   35-  50 or 20-  25-   35-  50 or 12- 16-  20- 25-  35-
24    34   49   older 24   34    49   older 24   34    49   older 15  19   24   34  49

Married Divorced Separated Never married

of intimate partner violence, by marital status, 1993-99

Note:  Rates for some age groups and marital statuses are not displayed because 
of insufficient cases to produce reliable estimates.

Age profile of female victims of intimate partner violence, 
by marital status, 1993-99

Figure 4

Figure 5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Per 1,000 women age 12 or older, average annual
rate of intimate partner violence, by household income, 1993-99

12- 16- 20- 25- 35- 50 or
15  19  24  34  49  older

12- 16- 20- 25- 35- 50 or
15  19  24  34  49  older

12- 16- 20- 25- 35- 50 or
15  19  24  34  49  older

12- 16- 20- 25- 35- 50 or
15  19  24  34  49  older

Less than $7,500 $7,500-$24,999 $25,000-$49,999 $50,000 or more

Age profile of female victims of intimate partner violence, 
by annual household income, 1993-99



Annual household income  

In general, the age profiles seen in the
the categories of household income
resembled the overall age profile
(figure 5 and appendix table 5).  Except
for women with the lowest incomes,
rates of intimate partner violence

peaked among the younger women
and decreased among older women.

In general, the lower the annual house-
hold income, the higher the rate of
intimate partner violence.  Among
females age 16-19, rates of intimate
partner violence for the households

receiving $7,500 or less were at least
twice those of females in the same age
category but at other income levels.
For women age 20-24 in the lowest
income category, intimate victimization
rates were at least 20% higher than
those in households with a larger
income.
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Caution is warranted in interpreting intimate partner
violence and marital status in the NCVS because marital
status may be related to a respondent’s willingness or
ability to disclose violence by an intimate partner.  For
example, a married woman may not view, may not wish to
view, or may be unable to report the behavior of her
partner as violent or criminal.  That same woman, if
separated or divorced, may view or may be able to report
the same behavior as violent. 

Also, because the NCVS samples households, it does not
capture the experiences of homeless individuals or those
living in institutional settings such as shelters for homeless
or battered persons.  Nor can it capture the experiences 
of an individual who has left a household to escape
violence.  The experiences and estimates of intimate
partner violence in this report reflect only those of the
individuals residing in households.

Marital status is based on the respondent’s situation at the
time of the interview, not necessarily at the time of the
victimization.  The survey does not determine whether a
victim’s marital status changed between the victimization
and the interview.  

However, some information may be gleaned from examin-
ing changes in the marital status of respondents across
the 6 months from one NCVS interview to the next.  If

marital status and intimate partner violence were totally
unrelated, then among those with an unchanged marital
status, the percentages of victims of violence by both
intimates and non-intimates would be about the same.
Those percentages were not the same (table below).

Married female victims of intimate partner violence
remained with their spouse (or were divorced and remar-
ried) between interviews in significantly lower percentages
than victims of non-intimate violence.  Thirty-eight percent
of the married women who experienced intimate partner
violence reported being separated or divorced in the
subsequent interview, compared to 2% of women who
experienced violence by a non-intimate.

Among female victims of intimate partner violence, 30% 
of those who were married during the previous interview
were separated at the interview in which they reported the
victimization.  An additional 8% were divorced.  Among
females reporting a victimization by a non-intimate offend-
er, 1% of women who were married at the time of the
previous interview were divorced and 1% were separated.

While suggestive of a connection between intimate partner
violence and a change in marital status, these findings do
not provide definitive evidence that intimate partner
violence caused or was related to the change in a
woman's marital status between two NCVS interviews.  

Special considerations when examining marital status and intimate partner violence

Note: Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.  
Percentages exclude women who did not complete two 
consecutive interviews.

130Separated
18Divorced

9762Still married
%100%100Total

Experienced
non-intimate
violence

Experienced
intimate
violence

Marital status 
over 6 months

Women married at the time
of the earlier interview

Among married female respondents reporting having
experienced a violent victimization, those who reported
that an intimate had victimized them were substantially
more likely to also report a change in their marital status



Characteristics of the crime event,
1993-99

Victim-offender relationship 

Fifty-three percent of all victims of
intimate partner violence were victim-
ized by a current or former boyfriend or
girlfriend (table 4). A third of all victims
stated that the offender was a spouse.
Fourteen percent described the
offender as an ex-spouse. 

Offenders who committed intimate
partner violence were more often a
boyfriend or girlfriend of younger
victims and a spouse of older victims.
Among female victims of intimate
partner violence, 94% of those age
16-19 and 70% of those age 20-24
were victimized by a current or former
boyfriend or girlfriend.

Women age 25-34 who were victim-
ized by an intimate partner were victim-
ized by a spouse or by a current or
former boyfriend/girlfriend in similar
percentages (39% and 44%, respec-
tively).  Women age 35 or older were
more likely to experience intimate
partner violence from a spouse than
from an ex-spouse or from a current or
former boyfriend/ girlfriend.  Between
1993 and 1999, 69% of female victims
of intimate partner violence age 50 or
older were victimized by their spouse;
an ex-spouse accounted for 13%; and
a current or former boyfriend or 
girlfriend, 18%.

Presence of weapons 

Most victims of intimate partner
violence do not face an offender who
was armed with a firearm, knife, or an
object like a club or bottle (table 5).  
On average, 81% of female intimate
partner violence victims faced an
unarmed offender, 1993-99.  The
percentage changes little when taking
into account the victim's age.  For
example, between 1993 and 1999,
79% of females age 25-34, and 87% 
of females age 12-15 faced an
offender who had no weapon.  

An average of 15% of intimate partner
violence victims were involved in a
victimization in which the offender had
a weapon.  Sixteen percent of female
victims age 20-24, 17% of female
victims age 25-34, and 17% of female
victims age 50 or older were victimized
by an armed intimate partner between
1993 and 1999. 

Injuries

In general no pattern of injury and age
of victim was noted between 1993 and
1999 (table 6).  Overall, 50% of all
intimate partner violence resulted in an
injury to the victim.  Between 1993 and
1999, 5% of female victims of intimate
partner violence sustained serious
injuries, 41% suffered minor injuries,
and 4% were raped or sexually
assaulted and suffered unspecified
injuries. 
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a "Boyfriend/girlfriend" includes current and former boyfriends or girlfriends. 
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

18.013.3*68.729,11050 or older 
31.320.248.6239,37035-49
44.117.338.6306,55025-34
70.37.522.2185,59020-24
93.52.4*4.1123,76016-19
98.00.0*2.0*17,87012-15
53.1%13.5%33.4%902,240Total

Boyfriend/girlfriendaEx-spouseSpouseannual numberAge of victim
PercentAverage 

Intimate partner violence against  women

Table 4.  Intimate partner violence against females and the victim-offender 
relationship, by age, 1993-99

Note:  Weapons include firearms, knives, and objects used as a weapon 
such as bottles, rocks, and sticks.
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

4.8*78.216.929,11050 or older
3.184.013.0239,37035-49
4.678.716.7306,55025-34
4.279.816.0185,59020-24
4.881.613.6123,76016-19
1.8*86.911.3*17,87012-15
4.1%80.9%15.0%902,240Total

Did not know NoYesnumberAge of victim
Percent with a weapon presentAverage annual 

Intimate partner violence against women

Table 5.  Intimate partner violence against females and presence of weapons, 
by age, 1993-99 

Note: Totals differ from other tables because sample cases in which the type 
of injury was unknown are not included.
aIncludes rape/sexual assault with unspecified types of injury. 
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

2.2*7.3*42.248.329,11050 or older 
4.34.639.052.1238,68035-49
3.94.742.149.3306,24025-34
2.0*4.142.251.7185,23020-24
5.13.844.446.7123,77016-19

11.4*5.5*26.256.917,87012-15
3.8%4.5%41.3%50.3%900,890Total

assaulta  Serious   MinorNonenumberAge of victim
Rape/sexual InjuryAverage annual

Percent
Intimate partner violence against women

Table 6.  Intimate partner violence against females and injuries, by age, 1993-99 



Reporting to police

While 54% of all intimate partner
violence against women was reported
to the police between 1993 and 1999,
adolescent victims and women age 50
or older were less likely than women of
other ages to state that the victimiza-
tions were reported to police (table 7).
Twenty- eight percent of intimate
partner violence against females age
12-15 and 39% of such crimes against
women age 50 or older were reported
to the police.  In contrast, between
1993 and 1999, 57% of the violence
sustained by females age 25-34 and
those age 35-49 was reported to the
police.  

Trends in nonfatal violence against
females by intimates, 1993-99

The overall rate of intimate partner
violence against all females decreased
41% from 10 to 6 victimizations per
1,000 females age 12 or older between
1993 and 1999.  The estimated
number of violent crimes against all
females by intimate partners
decreased from the 1993 level of 
about 1.1 million to 671,110 in 1999.

There was important variation by age 
in trends of intimate partner violence
(figure 6 and appendix table 1).
Examining the annual changes in the
rate of violence and applying linear
trend tests are two methods to illustrate
this variation. 

Annual changes in intimate partner
violence rates

Females ages 20-24, 25-34, and 35-49
experienced intimate partner violence
at lower rates in 1999 than in 1993.
There were also many year-to-year
fluctuations in rates for the age 
categories. 

Intimate partner violence against
females age 16-19 fluctuated over the
7 years. Between 1995 and 1996,
intimate partner violence rates against
these females fell.  In addition, in 1999
rates were marginally lower than in
1995, the peak year for this age group.

None of the apparent year-to-year
shifts in intimate partner violence rates
for  females age 20-24 were
significant.  However, rates fell
between 1996 and 1999.  The 1999
victimization rate was lower than the
rate in 1993.

After rising between 1993 and 1994,
rates of intimate partner violence
against females age 25-34 remained
stable until 1998.  Between 1998 and
1999 rates fell significantly.  Between
1998 and 1999 rates of intimate
partner violence against females age
25-34 fell. 

For females age 35-49, the rate of
intimate partner violence in 1993 was
higher than in every year following,
1994-99.  In the interim, rates rose
slightly between 1996 and 1998, then
fell between 1998 and 1999.  

Rates of intimate partner violence
against females age 50 or older fell
slightly between 1994 and 1995, and
fell marginally between 1994 and 1999.

Rates of intimate partner violence
against females age 12-15 are not
discussed because the number of
cases was insufficient for reliable
estimates. 
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*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
1.1*57.341.729,11050 or older 
0.7*42.556.8239,37035-49
0.0*42.757.3306,55025-34
0.2*46.653.2185,59020-24
0.0*54.145.9123,76016-19
0.0*72.127.917,87012-15
0.3%*46.1%53.7%902,240Total

Did not knowNoYesnumberAge of victim
Percent reported to the policeAverage annual

Intimate partner violence against women

Table 7.  Intimate partner violence against females and reporting to police,
by age, 1993-99
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Figure 6



Trends and linear trend tests

Another concise way to measure
change in rates over time is through
linear trend tests.  These tests deter-
mine whether a change over time
occurred � taking into account interim
changes in the rate during the period of
interest.  (See Methodology for more
information.)

Two age categories experienced
significant declines in rates of intimate
violence:  females age 20-24 and
35-49, 1993-99.  For all other age
categories, after year-to-year fluctua-
tions in intimate partner violence rates
were accounted for, no significant
declines emerged, 1993-99. 
 
Methodology

Except for homicide data obtained from
the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting
Program, this report presents data
from the BJS National Crime Victimiza-
tion Survey.   
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aLinear trend tests demonstrate that the 1993-to-1999 change in rate of violence 
is significant at the 95%-level of confidence.

*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases. 
Note: Homicide data and populations based on FBI’s Uniform Crime Reports.

0.60.60.50.60.70.60.765 or older
0.60.50.60.60.60.70.850-64
2.12.12.02.22.12.12.435-49
1.72.01.92.12.02.42.525-34
1.61.91.71.71.91.92.320-24
0.80.90.81.01.11.11.216-19
0.10.20.10.20.10.20.312-15

Intimate partner homicide rate per 100,000 females age 12 or older

*0.2*0.0*0.3*0.2*0.0*0.1*0.665 or older
*0.81.4*1.11.4*1.12.21.750-64

a6.08.67.46.07.17.012.235-49
9.414.413.315.917.220.014.725-34

a15.718.222.024.320.319.324.120-24
15.416.414.813.822.319.616.416-19

*1.3*2.5*1.8*2.5*2.5*2.2*3.812-15
1999199819971996199519941993Age of victim

Intimate partner violence rate per 1,000 females age 12 or older

Appendix table 1.  Rates of violence and homicide against females 
by intimate partners, by age, 1993-99 

Note:  Among white females, each age category differed at the 95%-level of confidence from
adjacent categories with one exception.  No difference emerged in rates between age 16-19 
and age 20-24.  Among black females, each age category differed at the 95%-level of confidence
from adjacent age categories with one exception.  A slight difference in rates emerged between
age 16-19 and 20-24.  Among women of other races, those age 12-15 and 16-19 differed at the
90%-level of confidence; those age 25-34 and 35-49 and those age 35-49 and 50 or older
differed at the 95%-level.  All other adjacent rate comparisons were not significant.
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

*0.33001.34,5500.724,26050 or older 
3.03,9808.834,9507.8200,43035-49
9.28,37017.150,54015.0247,64025-34

10.14,29028.539,99019.6141,31020-24
*7.12,40018.620,86017.1100,51016-19
*0.00*2.73,4002.414,47012-15

Rate 
per 
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per 
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per 
1,000

Average
annual
numberVictim's age

OtherBlackWhite
Intimate partner violence against females

Appendix table 2.  Intimate partner violence against females, 
by age and race, 1993-99 

Note:  Among Hispanic females age 12-15 and 16-19, and age 35-49 and 50 or older
intimate partner violence rates were different at the 95%-level of confidence.  
Among non-Hispanic females, adjacent age groups differed at the 95%-level 
of confidence with one exception.  Intimate partner violence rates of non-Hispanic 
females age 16-19 and 20-24 differed at the 90%-level of confidence.
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.

0.827,470*0.81,64050 or older
7.7215,8807.319,37035-49

15.6274,75010.726,64025-34
21.7165,54013.417,07020-24
17.7110,48011.611,75016-19
2.416,090*1.81,79012-15

Rate per
1,000

Average annual
number

Rate per
1,000

Average
annual numberAge of victim

Non-HispanicHispanic
Intimate partner violence against females

Appendix table 3.  Intimate partner violence against females, 
by age and Hispanic origin, 1993-99 

Each year between 1993 and 1999,
an average of 142,290 intimate
partner victimizations occurred
against males (not shown in table).
Of that total an average of 13,740 �
or 10% � stemmed from intimate
partner violence between men.
 
In the same period 902,240 intimate
partner victimizations against
females occurred on average each
year (not shown in table).  Two
percent � 16,900 victimizations �
resulted from intimate violence
between women.  Due to an inade-
quate number of cases, estimates
for each year are not given. 
 

Intimate partner violence
between persons of the same
gender, 1993-99

16,900Female victims
13,740Male victims

Annual average number of
intimate partner victimiza-
tions between persons of
the same gender, 1993-99
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6,563,2508,637,38011,985,8103,563,160940,7203,616,18032,563,43050 or older 
10,336,1709,258,5905,931,4501,416,4401,306,1003,991,70025,794,36035-49
4,666,5406,829,8605,117,0301,330,710912,0202,958,14016,512,92025-34
1,333,1102,339,1202,915,0201,293,230424,8101,404,6207,208,11020-24
1,825,9601,924,0001,783,820866,940339,4201,122,1705,862,59016-19
2,171,3802,328,3301,796,330457,420339,3601,281,8405,994,68012-15
or more$49,999$24,999$7,500Other Black White 
$50,000$25,000�$7,500�Less than

Average annual 1993-99 female population

34,906,8601,934,5701,666,500681,7304,072,52010,510,82019,979,54050 or older 
28,165,5302,667,1203,337,8401,317,0604,624,510586,84021,075,23035-49
17,656,4102,494,0105,564,200784,9301,753,710103,11012,086,10025-34
7,633,3901,270,3706,125,310174,780217,66014,7102,469,47020-24
6,226,4801,009,2406,974,13020,19014,8502,900297,57016-19
6,572,940994,9807,575,9201,7601,4801,19011,02012-15

Non-Hispanic HispanicNever marriedSeparatedDivorcedWidowedMarried
Average annual 1993-99 female population

18,744,20018,647,54018,567,60018,476,64018,373,01018,207,32018,029,39065 or older
20,629,22019,885,68019,142,13018,322,64017,902,65017,601,69017,312,62050-64
32,661,97032,195,76031,757,53031,396,13030,704,54029,872,52029,056,63035-49
19,449,05019,679,49020,107,14020,520,39020,729,58020,980,96021,214,95025-34
9,158,4508,900,4708,803,0008,812,3608,974,5409,228,9809,384,98020-24
7,783,6807,658,4807,486,2307,355,4907,129,3406,997,6706,858,41016-19
7,817,1407,774,9007,676,7307,606,8007,626,9807,488,8807,319,70012-15

1999199819971996199519941993Age category
All females

Appendix table 6.  Populations used to create rates, 1993-99

Note:  Among married females, rates for those age 16-19 did not differ significantly from rates of those age 20-24.  All other adjacent age 
groups rates differed at the 95%-level of confidence, except that age 12-15 and 16-19 differed at the 90%-level of confidence.  Among divorced 
women, rates for those age 16-19 and 20-24, and age 20-24 and 25-34 differed at the 90%-level of confidence.  All other adjacent rates 
among divorced females differed at the 95%-level of confidence.  Among separated females, rates for those age 12-34 were statistically 
equal.  All other adjacent comparisons were significant at the 95%-level of confidence.  Among women who never married rates for those 
age 16-19, 20-24, and 25-34 were statistically similar.  All other adjacent comparisons were significant at the 95%-level of confidence. 
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases. 

*0.354012.58,5001.24,910*0.22,2300.612,62050 or older
4.414,61067.689,08018.083,290*2.51,4402.347,52035-49

13.474,510117.692,33050.087,620*8.68904.250,22025-34
19.7120,640151.026,39077.616,880*107.41,5808.019,75020-24
16.5114,980*149.43,020*235.03,490*0.00*7.72,28016-19
2.317,510*205.0360*0.00*0.00*0.0012-15

Rate 
per 
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per 
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per 
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per 
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per 
1,000

Average 
annual 
numberVictim's age

Never marriedSeparatedDivorcedWidowedMarried
Intimate partner violence against females

Appendix table 4.  Intimate partner violence against females, 
by age and marital status, 1993-99 

Note: At all income levels, rates for females age 16-19 and 20-24 did not differ significantly.  For households with less than $7,500 annual income,
rates for females age 25-34 and 35-49 did not differ significantly.  For households with $7,500 to $24,999 a year, rates for females age 20-24 and
25-34 did not differ significantly.  All other adjacent age groups rates within each income grouping differed at the 95%-level of confidence.  
*Based on 10 or fewer sample cases.  

1.06,5800.76,1500.67,030 1.55,34050 or older
2.626,9706.862,91013.177,75031.244,20035-49
5.224,05011.578,65023.6121,02040.353,60025-34

11.014,63015.335,86025.473,94031.140,24020-24
11.721,40011.321,66020.035,75039.233,95016-19
2.04,3102.86,510*3.05,470* 2.196012-15

Rate
per
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per
1,000

Average
annual
number

Rate 
per
1,000

Average
annual
numberVictim's age

$50,000 or more$25,000-$49,000$7,500-$24,999Less than $7,500
Intimate partner violence against females

Appendix table 5.  Intimate partner violence against females, by household income, 1993-99 



The NCVS gathers data about crimes
using an ongoing, nationally represen-
tative sample of households in the
United States.  NCVS data include
information about crime victims (age,
gender, race, ethnicity, income, and
educational level), criminal offenders
(gender, race, approximate age, and
victim-offender relations), and the
nature of the crime (time and place 
of occurrence, use of weapons, nature
of injury, and economic conse-
quences).  NCVS victimization data
include incidents both reported and 
not reported to police. 

Between 1993 and 1999 approxi-
mately 336,295 households and
651,750 individuals age 12 or older
were interviewed.  For the NCVS data
presented, response rates varied
between 93% and 96% of eligible
households, and between 89% and
92% of eligible individuals.

An important consideration in generat-
ing intimate partner violence estimates
using NCVS data is the treatment of
"series data."  Series data are defined
as six or more incidents similar in
nature, for which the victim is unable to
furnish details of each incident
separately.  Because no information for
each incident is available, information
on the most recent incident in the
series is collected.  Generally, series
victimizations represent 6% to 7% of all
violent victimizations recorded by the
NCVS, though some variation exists
among the types of crime and victim
characteristics.

Series crimes are problematic in
estimation because how or whether
these victimizations should be
combined with the other crime
incidents is unclear.  BJS continues to
study how these types of victimizations
should be handled in our published 

estimates.  Currently, series victimiza-
tions are excluded from the annual BJS
estimates but included in Special  
Reports.  In addition, series data are
included for analyses where repeat
victimization is an important aspect of
the subject being analyzed.  This report
includes series victimizations in estima-
tion of intimate partner violence, count-
ing a series as one victimization.

Intimate partner relationships involve
current and former spouses and
current and former boy/girlfriends.
Individuals involved in an intimate
partner relationship may be of the
same gender.

Violent acts covered in this report
include murder, rape, sexual assault,
robbery, aggravated assault, and
simple assault.  Overall violent crime is
a combination of each type of crime.

Hypothesis testing and the  NCVS

Standard error computations

Comparisons of estimates discussed in
this report were tested to determine if
the differences were statistically signifi-
cant.  Differences described as higher,
lower, or different passed a hypothesis
test at the .05-level of statistical signifi-
cance (95%-level of confidence).  The
tested difference was greater than
about twice the standard error of that
difference.  For comparisons of
estimates which were statistically
significant at the 0.10 level (90%-
confidence level), differences are
described as somewhat, marginal, 
or slight.  

Caution is required when making
comparisons of estimates not explicitly
discussed in this report.  What may 
appear to be a large difference in
estimates may not test as statistically

significant at the 95%- or even the
90%-confidence level.  Significance
testing calculations were conducted at
BJS  using statistical programs devel-
oped specifically for the NCVS by the
U.S. Census Bureau.  These programs
consider the complex NCVS sample
design when calculating generalized
variance estimates. 

Testing trends in intimate partner
violence

Unless stated otherwise when a state-
ment is made describing differences in
estimates between years, it was tested
for significance using a computer
program designed specifically for the
NCVS.  These tests determine whether
an estimate in one year differs from
that of another, regardless of interven-
ing estimate variation.  

When a statement is made describing
the increase or decrease of a linear
trend, it was tested using a linear trend
test, comparing the slope of the trend
to a slope of zero.  This test takes into
account estimate variation in interven-
ing years. 

The linear trend test is a regression
equation using time as the independent
variable, and the estimate of victimiza-
tion as the dependent variable.  A
regression coefficient (b) and its corre-
sponding standard error (�) are
computed.  Next a t-statistic � the ratio
b/� � is calculated.  If the t-statistic is
greater than 1.96 for a two-tailed test,
the slope is different from zero, and if
the t-statistic is greater than 1.645 for a
two-tailed test, the slope is slightly
different from zero.  If the t-statistic is
less than the critical value, the trend of
the estimates does not differ signifi-
cantly from a flat line.

Estimates based on 10 or fewer
sample cases have high relative
standard errors.  Because calculated
standard errors for such estimates may
not be accurate, care should be taken
when comparing estimates based on
10 or fewer cases to other estimates.
It is not advisable to make compari-
sons between estimates when both are
based on 10 or fewer sample cases.
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0.10.30.70.50.50.10.01999
0.10.50.90.70.50.10.11998
0.10.40.80.60.40.10.01997
0.10.41.00.70.50.20.01996
0.10.41.10.70.60.20.01995
0.20.51.31.00.80.20.01994
0.20.51.11.20.70.20.01993

65 or older50 to 6435 to 4925 to 3420 to 2416 to 1912 to 15
Rate per 100,000 males age 12 or older

Appendix table 7.  Intimate partner homicide rates of males, 1993-99




