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Happy Holidays! 
 
Dear Friends, Alumni & Boosters, 
 
As the fall semester starts to come to its conclusion, a lot of things happen around campus 
and for the team.  We are intensely getting ready for the upcoming competition season 
while the team is also focusing on their studies.  I really believe that even though young 
and inexperienced, we will have a very good and entertaining team to watch this year.  I 
hope everyone gets out to see us! 
 
Team Halloween Party  This year’s Halloween party was a good time for the team to 
get together away from the stress of preparation.  This year, we decided to take the team 
from Dinner at my house to “Nightfall” at Old Tucson Studios, celebration 20 years of 
Terror!  We had a great time as many of the team does not really do “haunted houses” very 
well.  Randi’s two daughters, Ana Milan & Isabella joined us as we roamed the dusty roads 
of the haunted ghost town! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Homecoming 2010 During this year’s Homecoming Festivities, the athletic department 
celebrated the Women’s Sports Legacy here at the University of Arizona.  This honored the 
125th year of Women’s Athletics’ here.  As part of the celebration, the department hosted a 
modeling show in conjunction with the Letterwomen’s breakfast.  Many of the team got in 
on the act, modeling both current uniforms and uniforms of the past. 
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Newest Members of the Family We have two new members to our 
ever-lasting and ever-growing family.  Two outstanding athletes have 
signed National Letter-of-Intent’s to attend and compete for our 
university.   
 Allison (Allie) Flores hails from Chicago, IL and competes for 
Illinois Gymnastics Institute.  This is the same club that current team 
member Ellen Pitluck competed for.  Allie is an outstanding all-around 
athlete with bars standing out among four great events.  Her power in 

her swing as well as floor and vault will certainly 
draw the attention of the GymCat faithful. 
 Amber Wobma hails from Rockford, MI and 
trains at Geddart’s Twistars in Lansing.  Twistars 
also produced former GymCats: Jamie (Duce) 
Quintero and Bree (Workman) Schlereth.  Amber 
was first introduced to the team and the coaches 
when she attended our summer camp when she was a sophomore.  
After that, it wasn’t a far stretch to visualize her as a valuable part of 
the program.  Amber is a very good all-arounder that has already 
consistently scored high on vault, beam, and floor.  Amber has just 
recently upgraded her bars to the point where she has no 
weaknesses. 

 Both Allie and Amber are looking great and look to have a great senior season.  If you 
attend JO meets and see that either of these athletes are competing, please get behind 
them and show them the support they are going to enjoy once they join us in Tucson! 



 
 

Intrasquad  On Saturday, Dec. 4, the team put on an official team leotard and 
performed routines on bars and beam for our first of two intrasquad meets.  The results 
were a mixture of great, ok, and not-so-good, frankly.  Some of the routines were not 
indicative of what they are truly capable of but the lesser results I suspect, were victims of 
nerves brought on by an actual judge saluting.  There were of course some outstanding 
performances.  Deanna, Aubree, Molly, Katie, and Miranda showed that they will continue 
to be the major contributors they have in the past.  Those who had some difficulties will be 
working hard to fix problem areas so that the entire team is ready to go in Los Angeles.  
Anyone who remembers last season has to agree though that having this many routines at 
this point is a great thing.  I truly believe that the increased depth, maturity, and difficulty 
of our gymnastics will be a bonus this year.  The main thought to keep in mind for us is 
that these are very early scores, when routines are still in the development stage.  We will 
use these scores and the scores from our second intrasquad as tools to put the final 
touches on the routines as we head into the season.  There were quite a few unexpected 
wobbles and steps on dismounts that took their toll.  I would expect the scores to be a little 
different on January 9th. 

 
 

 
Bars Beam 

Jordan 8.9 9.6 
Aubree 9.8 9.65 
Britnie 9.6  

Becca 9.55 9.25 
Deanna 9.65 9.8 

Mykle 8.7 9.45 
Molly 9.7 9.65 
Ali 9.55  

Katie 9.65 9.55 
Miranda 9.7  

Shana  9.4 
Ellen  9.55 

 
   
Pre-Season Rankings  The pre-season rankings came out and to no one’s surprise 
we are ranked 19th.  This is pretty much what I expected as these rankings are based 
primarily on last season’s finish.  Based on all of the hurdles we overcame last year, it was 
an accomplishment to perform so well.  This year’s squad certainly believes that they can 
far exceed last year’s results and will us this ranking as both a measuring stick and 
motivation for the upcoming meets. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Holiday Party With one week left of the semester; the team took a break from studying 
for their finals and gathered for our annual Holiday Party.  It has been a fast, eventful, 
stressful, and mostly fulfilling first half of the year with this team.  We are all anxious to get 
the season started and all thankful for each other and all of you that support us! 
 

 
 
 
Alumni Sightings  Brooke (Stan) Laurie sent me a quick update.  She and her 
husband are expecting their first born in February.  She is still working as an attorney for 
the IRS in Austin, TX.  There were a number of alumni of the wedding I attended for Stevie 
Fanning.  Fellow classmates Katie (Johnson) Ranne, Monica Bisordi, Jamie Schell 
Lasher, and Kristine Harper were at the nuptials as were Amanda (Goins) Dziawura, 
Danyra Varela, and Rose (McLaughlin) Neale.  Jessamyn Salter checked in to let us 
know she is doing well.  She has recently moved back to her hometown of Bloomington, IN.  
I received an email from Andrea Walters.  She is doing well and is still nursing in Denver.  
Her son is in the process of recruiting for football which is causing its fair share of stress.  I 
can relate!   



 
 
 
Boosters We have already been receiving support from some of our most loyal 
supporters.  Thank you so much!  It means so much to our program and our athletes.  We 
will be also starting a program where people can donate based on performance; it is called 
the “9.8 Challenge”.  Supporters will fill out a pledge form where the can pledge $1, $2, $3, 
$4, or more for every 9.8+ score the team produces this season.  There is even an option 
where the supporter can multiply his donation for an individual score by 10 if the score is 
in fact, a perfect 10.0.  It should be fun.  As always, if you would like to support us directly, 
you can send a check to me, made out the University of Arizona/GymCats. 
 
Cyberspace  Last season, the live webcast of our meets went over well.  Once again, 
the meets as well as much more multimedia content will be available.  Our Facebook page 
(University of Arizona Gymnastics) is doing very well and we are getting quite a few 
comments on it.  Don’t be afraid to let us know if you would like to see something.  We also 
have a twitter account (AZGymnastics) which will allow you to get scores directly to your 
phone during the meets.  And finally you can check out all the videos directly on YouTube 
at ArizonaGym.   

Check out the AllAccess on the Official University of Arizona Athletics Website 
(www.arizonawildcats.com/gymnastics) for more information on the coach’s show and the 
live webcasts.  If you would like to see the full color version of the newsletter, it will be on 
the main website.  It will also be on the same site as the archives, 
(www.u.arizona.edu/~ryden/gym.html).  In fact there is an entire segment of GymCat 
supporters who receive this newsletter electronically.  Please contact me if you would like to 
be put on that list.   

 
2011 Poster The new poster is out and is quite stunning in my opinion.  There are 
downloadable desktop backgrounds based on the poster that you can download to your 
own computer.  You can find them at: http://www.arizonawildcats.com/sports/w-
gym/spec-rel/wallpapers.html

 
 
Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New Year… 
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