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Dear Friends, Alumni & Boosters, 
  
 NCAA Regionals  After the intensity of the Pac-10 Championships, 
it was time to get ready for the post season.  For the 18th consecutive season, 
the gymnastics program qualified for the NCAA Regional competition.  This 
year, we would be hosting the competition at McKale Center.  The seeding had 
Utah, Florida, Arkansas, Illinois, and Illinois-Chicago making the trip to 
Tucson along with individual competitors from Northern Illinois, Illinois State 
and SE Missouri for the meet.  By random draw, our rotation would be Bars, 
Beam, Bye, Floor, Vault, Bye.  There would also be 4 judges on each event, 
with officials randomly selected from all over the country.  This would be the 
same for every Regional in an effort to impartially critique all of the 36 teams 
left “alive.” 

As we prepared for warm-ups, we hadn’t really anticipated much change 
in the line-up from Pac-10’s because we had competed pretty well.  That 
changed pretty quickly when in the first 3 minutes of warm-up on Bars, 
Aubrey missed her grip on a release move and slammed first into the bar and 
then to the ground.  Fortunately she wasn’t severely injured but her evening 
was over before it started.  Now I had to replace her on the 3 events she usually 
competes.  For 2 days prior, Stevie had not been feeling well and I had been 
wondering if she would be strong enough to compete.  Fortunately, Stevie was 
looking pretty good and Jamie Schell had continued to recover from her high 
ankle sprain.  During practice between the meets, we had had Jamie S. revert 
to last year’s regional floor routine to see if she could 1) tumble at all and if so 
2) be available if needed.  The routine relied heavily on front tumbling, which 
didn’t bother her ankle much.  It wasn’t the difficulty she would normally 
compete but though whole reason we were investigating this avenue is that we 
knew that Jamie’s routine would be “Regional friendly” from the judge’s 
standpoint.  At this point in the season, anything for the team score.  So after 
warm-ups concluded, Stevie looked good to go and Jamie S. would take 
Aubrey’s place on Vault, Bars, and Floor.   
 The meet started great for us, we rocked bars.  It was really a great 
opening act.  Our event score was a 49.275, which was excellent for the first 
rotation of the evening.  I believe we could have been a couple of tenths higher 
had we competed later in the meet.  We rotated to Beam and had a good but 
not great performance.  We didn’t count a fall but it wasn’t as sharp as we 
could have been.  Jamie D., Sheehan, and Monica had great sets.  Our event 
score was a 48.75 and our running total was a 98.025.  Actually a very good 
score with the tighter, more discriminate judging.  After the Bye, we rotated to 



floor.  After our first routine, I walked over to the Meet Referee and asked her if 
all of the scoring on floor had been this tight.  She assured me it had and I put 
my handful of inquiries back in the folder.  The team didn’t get discouraged 
and really put in a great effort.  Our event score was a 49.025 and our running 
meet score as a 147.05.  We were on a 196 pace, great in Regional competition, 
but I wasn’t sure it was going to be enough.  We rotated to Vault and put every 
bit of effort we had to finish strong.  The vault team did a great job and scored 
a 49.325.  Our final team score was a 196.375 and we retreated to the locker 
room to get ready for the conclusion of the competition. 
 When the results were final, we had finished in third place behind Utah 
and Florida and ahead of Arkansas, Illinois, and Ill-Chicago.  Since only the top 
2 teams advance, the entire team congratulated the other teams with a solemn 
smile.   We had competed well and hard and we just came up a little short.  
Monica had finished 4th in the All-around but was the highest score of all the 
individuals other than Utah and Florida.  Her score would qualify as the #3 
seed Individual into the National Championships.  Andi won the floor 
competition and qualified as an event specialist.  I am very happy for both of 
them but I know they wished the rest of their team would be competing with 
them in Los Angeles. 

It is a really empty feeling I have in my stomach looking back at the 
meet.  You can’t help but play “what if” when pondering the results.  This was 
really a good team, one of the best we have had in quite a while.  The fact that 
we had the 11th highest score in the nation throughout the Regionals attests to 
that.  It is a shame that we are not moving on as an entire unit.  It is just the 
way the seedings fell and both Utah and Florida did a great job at the meet.  It 
is tough to explain to people why there are teams moving on with lower scores 
than ours but it is tough to compare scores.  I know that Monica and Andi will 
represent the program nicely though.  I am very proud of both of them for the 
efforts that have gotten them and the team this far.   
 

  
 Vault   Beam  
1 Erin Muirhead 9.7 1 Jamie Duce 9.8 
2 Jamie Schell 9.825 2 Stevie Fanning 9.7 
3 Katie Johnson 9.875 3 Jamie Schell 9.575 
4 Monica Bisordi 9.85 4 Katie Johnson 9.275 
5 Abby Pearson 9.875 5 Sheehan Lemley 9.8 
6 Andi McCabe 9.9 6 Monica Bisordi 9.875 
      
 Bars   Floor  
1 Andi McCabe 9.8 1 Stevie Fanning 9.625 
2 Stevie Fanning 9.7 2 Jamie Duce 9.75 
3 Sheehan Lemley 9.825 3 Jamie Schell 9.7 
4 Jamie Schell 9.85 4 Andi McCabe 9.9 
5 Monica Bisordi 9.9 5 Monica Bisordi 9.825 
6 Jamie Duce 9.9 6 Katie Johnson 9.85 
      

 
 



NCAA Championships  For the last meet of the season and the 
first road trip in over a month, we headed west to Los Angeles for the NCAA 
Championships at Pauley Pavilion.  Unfortunately, it wasn’t with the entire 
team.  So Monica and Andi carried the U of A colors along with John, Rose, 
and myself for this competition.  Monica qualified as the #3 individual all-
arounder and was paired with the University of Iowa in the first session of the 
meet.  Andi qualified just on floor on the basis of her victory at the NCAA 
Regional competition.  She would compete with the University of Oklahoma in 
the same session.  As an interesting twist this year, the meet would be held on 
a podium just as international meets are.  It was a great way to showcase a 
great event. 

Monica’s rotation would be the exact same as our team rotation at 
Regionals: Bars, Beam, Bye, Floor, Vault, Bye.  Just as the officials were at the 
Regional meet, scoring was tight in that first session but Monica overcame the 
differences in the equipment to score a solid 9.75 on bars.  She will tell you 
that it wasn’t her best bar set, but being the first event of the meet and 
overcoming some timing issues, we would take it.  Next up was Beam and what 
could have been a great event for her was unusually shaky.  She stayed on 
though, unlike last year, and received a 9.725 for her routine.   

As Monica went to a Bye, Andi was up on Floor.  She had increased an 
already difficult routine to one of the hardest in the competition.  We had 
discussed playing it safe and just doing the same routine but Andi really 
wanted to pull out everything she had for her last meet.  She successfully made 
the routine but some landing deductions reduced her score to a 9.675.  Even 
though it wasn’t the score we hoped for, Andi had a great year and went out as 
she came in, bringing big-time athletics to her performances. 

Maybe the little bit of disappointment about the Beam routine relaxed 
Monica just enough to have fun because when she rotated to Floor, she 
performed her best Floor routine of the season.  She was awarded a 9.9 for the 
effort.  As she was getting ready to perform the routine, I was paying particular 
attention to every little foot movement because that is was cost Andi.  I went in 
thinking that Monica might fall victim to the same errors but as the routine 
unfolded, she was really solid on every little movement.  At the end of the set, I 
really couldn’t find much to deduct (in my mind).  It was nice to see that I 
wasn’t off the mark.  The Floor set was a great shot of adrenaline as Monica 
rotated to Vault.  She ended her meet with a great effort and a 9.85.  Her final 
all-around score was a 39.225, definitely a step up from last year’s 
Championship meet. 

When it was all said and done, Monica was named Second Team All-
American on Floor.  It is a great honor for her and our program.  Although I 
think our team could have done very well in this competition, I am very proud 
of Monica and Andi and how they represented the team and the program. 

 
2005 Schedule I have included our 2005 schedule at the end of this 

newsletter.  It looks to be a very good and competitive schedule and I hope that 
all of you will be able to make it to some of our away meets as well as coming to 
support the team at every home competition. 

 
 
 
 



Awards & Honors  It is that time of year when Awards and Honors 
to start coming in.  Here are the first of what I hope is an ever-growing list: 

 
• Katie Johnson   Academic All-Conference Honorable Mention 
• Jamie Schell   Academic All-Conference Honorable Mention 
• Monica Bisordi   All Pac-10 Gymnastics Team (All-Around) 
• Andi McCabe   Regional Floor Champion 
• Monica Bisordi   All-America (2nd Team – Floor Exercise) 
• Katie Johnson   2003 Mary Roby Academic Award 
• Jamie Schell   2003 Mary Roby Academic Award 
• Amanda Goins   2003 Mary Roby Academic Award 
• Kristine Harper   2003 Mary Roby Academic Award 
• Aubrey Taylor   2003 Mary Roby Academic Award 
• 2004 Gymnastics Team Athletic Director’s Cup for 

Community Service 
• ???     Academic All-American 

 
 

Alumni Sightings  Stacy (Fowlkes) Huguez sent me a birth 
announcement for her third child, Jordyn.  Congratulations from the entire 
GymCat family.  Although I really didn’t have time to search the crowd at both 
the Pac-10 Championships and the NCAA Regionals, I know that a large 
number of alumni were in attendance.  Thanks to every one of them for the 
support.  Cami Banholzer and Emily Peterman both came out to root for 
Monica and Andi at the NCAA Championship meet.  Cami is a practicing 
Physical Therapist in the LA area while Emily is moving back to Colorado after 
spending the past year coaching out there. 

 
 
Team Banquet On Saturday May 8th, the annual team banquet was 

held at the Jim Click Hall of Champions on the Rountree Mezzanine.  Here is a 
list of the Team Honors at this year’s event… 
 

Golden “A” (MVP)     Andi McCabe 
 Golden “A” (MVP)     Monica Bisordi 
 
 Jim Gault Coaches Award   Stevie Fanning 
 
 Most Improved     Katie Johnson 
 
 Tough-As-Nails     Sheehan Lemley 
 
 Newcomer-of-the-Year    Aubrey Taylor 
 
 Outstanding Performance   Andi McCabe 
  (10.0 Vault) 
 
 Outstanding Performance   Katie Johnson 

      (10.0 Floor Exercise) 
 



 
Banquet Sponsors:  I really want to thank the following people 

for their support of our annual team banquet.  Even though these individuals 
do support the team all year long, they made a special contribution just for the 
event.  Thanks go out to all of them from the entire program. 

 
Erich & Carolyn Holzer 
Lydia Kelly 
Phil & Linda Johnson 
Michael & Susan Whitney 
Ace & Debbie Fanning 

Lisa McCune 
Tom & Carol Harper 
Joan Polchinski 
Dick & Myrna York 
Fred & Mary Roby

 
 
Boosters I really want to thank all of you who have donated to our 

GymCat Booster Fund.  Please remember how much you mean to our program 
and the direct impact you have on the gymnast’s.  For those of you who would 
still like to donate, just send a check made out to “University of Arizona / 
GymCats” and send it to me here at the office.  I will get it to the proper people.  
Your donation is tax deductible and greatly appreciated.
  
 Cyberspace  As always, I will post this issue of Cat Scratches on my 
web site for anyone to access (www.u.arizona.edu/~ryden/gym.html).  I hope to 
have video clips of Katie’s and Andi’s 10.0 performances on the website soon.  
Check them out at http://arizonaathletics.collegesports.com/sports/w-
gym/ariz-w-gym-body.html.  There is also a link to the archived Cat Scratches. 
 
Until next year…

 

 

http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ryden/gym.html
http://arizonaathletics.collegesports.com/sports/w-gym/ariz-w-gym-body.html
http://arizonaathletics.collegesports.com/sports/w-gym/ariz-w-gym-body.html


 
 

2004 SCHEDULE 
 
DAY/DATE            OPPONENT        SITE       TIME / SCORE 
 
FRI / JAN 9 MICHIGAN ST. w/  E  LANSING, MI 195.425 
    LOUSIANA ST. / 
    WESTERN MICHIGAN 
 
FRI / JAN 16 UCLA TUCSON*  196.725 
 
FRI / JAN 23 STANFORD PALO ALTO, CA 194.625  
 
SAT / JAN 31 ILLINOIS-CHICAGO CHICAGO, IL  196.525 
 
FRI / FEB 6 CALIFORNIA TUCSON*  196.75 
 
FRI / FEB 13 OREGON ST. CORVALLIS, OR 196.7 
 
FRI / FEB 20 WASHINGTON TUCSON*  197.3 
 
MON / FEB 23 TEXAS WOMEN’S / LSU DENTON, TX  197.05 
 
FRI / FEB 27 ASU TEMPE, AZ  196.225 
 
FRI / MAR 5 FLORIDA GAINESVILLE, FL 196.65 
 
FRI / MAR 12 ARKANSAS TUCSON*  196.525 
 
SAT / MAR 20 PAC-10  TUCSON*  196.775 
 CHAMPIONSHIPS  
 
SAT / APR 3 NCAA REGIONAL TUCSON*  196.375 
 CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

2005 SCHEDULE 
 
DAY/DATE            OPPONENT        SITE     TIME 
 
FRI / JAN 7 SUPER SIX CHALLENGE GAINESVILLE, FL TBA  
 
FRI / JAN 14 MISSOURI TUCSON*  7:30 PM 
    MICHIGAN ST. 
    ILLINOIS-CHICAGO 
 
FRI / JAN 21 ASU TUCSON*  7:30 PM  
 
FRI / JAN 28 WASHINGTON SEATTLE, WA  TBA 
 
FRI / FEB 4 CALIFORNIA BERKELEY, CA  TBA 
 
FRI / FEB 13 STANFORD TUCSON*  7:30 PM 
 
FRI / FEB 20 OREGON ST. TUCSON*  7:30 PM 
 
SUN / FEB 27 UCLA LOS ANGELES, CA 2:00 PM 
 
FRI / MAR 4 OHIO ST.  COLUMBUS, OH TBA 
 
FRI / MAR 11 CS-FULLERTON TUCSON*  7:30 PM 
 TEXAS WOMEN’S 
 BALL ST. 
 
FRI / MAR 18 MARYLAND COLLEGE PARK, MD TBA 
 
SAT / MAR 26 PAC-10 CHAMPIONSHIPS BERKELEY, CA  6:00 PM 
   
SAT / APR 9 NCAA REGIONAL TBD   6:00 PM 
 CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
THU – SAT / NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS AUBURN, AL  1:00 / 7:00 
APR 21-23 
 
 
*All Home Meets in McKale Center  
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