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Dear Friends, Alumni & Boosters, 
  
 March 5  Our last away competition for the regular season lead 
us East to Gainesville, FL.  The trip started off with some unforeseeable 
problems as we were trying to get across the country while Texas was getting 
hammered with storms & tornados.  After being taken off our first aircraft for 
mechanical reasons, spending 2 ½ hours with a ticket agent figuring out a way 
to get 19 people on increasingly full flights, sitting on the tarmac in Tucson for 
an hour on our second aircraft, and being rerouted through Dallas to Atlanta 
to Gainesville, we finally touched down about 1:00 am Eastern.  Our next 
surprise occurred when not a single piece of our luggage made it to Florida and 
we were off in 4 taxis to the hotel.  Undaunted, we were determined to not let 
the travel affect us. 
 The team did a great job in the meet.  They fought hard and performed 
well even though the scores may not show it.  In fact don’t go by the scores at 
all.  In some cases, we set season lows or 2 year lows with hit sets!  Definitely 
interesting results.  It will make us stronger as I am sure that our scoring will 
stand up in the post season.  Our final score was a 196.65.  Same gymnastics, 
different gym, who knows… 

  
 Vault   Beam  
1 Erin Muirhead 9.775 1 Jamie Duce 9.7 
2 Katie Johnson 9.80 2 Stevie Fanning 9.8 
3 Monica Bisordi 9.75 3 Andi McCabe 9.875 
4 Abby Pearson 9.775 4 Aubrey Taylor 9.85 
5 Andi McCabe 9.85 5 Monica Bisordi 9.925 
6 Aubrey Taylor 9.575 6 Sheehan Lemley 9.675 
   EX Katie Johnson 9.275 
      
 Bars   Floor  
1 Andi McCabe 9.775 1 Stevie Fanning 9.8 
2 Stevie Fanning 9.8 2 Aubrey Taylor 9.625 
3 Sheehan Lemley 9.8 3 Jamie Duce 9.85 
4 Aubrey Taylor 9.875 4 Andi McCabe 9.9 
5 Monica Bisordi 9.85 5 Monica Bisordi 9.9 
6 Jamie Duce 9.875 6 Katie Johnson 9.9 
EX Jessamyn Salter 9.8 EX Erin Muirhead 9.775 

 



March 12  Our last regular season meet of the year was a home 
competition against Arkansas.  It was also our annual senior meet honoring 
our three seniors and our manager.   

 
Amanda Goins 
 

Amanda Goins ventured to the University of Arizona from Fountain Hills, 
AZ where she attended Arizona Sunray’s gymnastics club, the same club as 
former GymCats Tania Schneider, Heidi Hornbeek, and Nikki Beyschau and 
current team members Stevie Fanning and Danyra Varela.  Since the time she 
arrived on campus, Amanda has done everything in her power to help the team 
succeed.  Amanda has embraced her role on the team and has never taken for 
granted the opportunity to be a member.  As a senior, her leadership, experience, 
perseverance and work ethic have played a major role in the team’s success.  
Amanda has also been involved with the Smith’s Speaker Bureau as well as 
volunteer work and public service during her time on the team.  She is majoring 
in Family Studies and Human Development and has been awarded the Mary 
Roby Award for Academic Excellence.  She plans on graduating next year upon 
completion of her degree program.  She has career high scores of 9.675 on vault 
and 9.75 on floor.  Her smile and positive attitude have been an inspirational 
force in the gym that the team will surely miss next year. 

 
Sheehan Lemley 
 

Although the coaching staff found Sheehan Lemley training in Allentown, 
PA at the Parkettes National Gymnastics Training Center, she is actually calls 
the small town of Midlothian, Texas, home. She left the East to come west and 
brought her USA National Team Member credentials to the U of A.  Sheehan is an 
excellent gymnast that is very quite and unassuming, in fact the coaches have a 
hard time remembering her speaking her freshman year. But that didn’t stop her 
from becoming a major contributor for the past 4 years.  Sheehan has also been 
very active in public service and the Smith’s Speaker Bureau.  She is the team 
liaison to the Student-Athlete-Advisory-Board and has career high scores of 
9.875 on Bars, 9.9 on Beam, and 9.8 on Floor.  She currently ranks ninth on 
Beam in the Top-10 Performers List.  She will graduate next year with a degree 
in Psychology.  Her ability to overcome setbacks and injury and still give 
everything she has to the team has been a model to every team member.  
Certainly the coaching staff will miss her intense work ethic and willingness to 
sacrifice everything for the team. 
 
Andi McCabe 
 

Andi McCabe hails from Bensenville, IL and trained at Aerials Gymnastics 
during her club career.  When Andi arrived on campus her freshman year, her 
athleticism and big skill ability was evident and it would be only a matter of time 
before she made a lasting impact on the gymnastics program.  She has career 
high scores of 10 on Vault, 9.9 on Bars, 9.9 on Beam, 9.9 on Floor and 39.525 in 
the All-Around.  These scores place her atop the Top-10 Performers list on Vault, 
tied for ninth on both Beam and Floor and 4th in the All-Around.  In 2002, Andi 
was named to the First Team All Pac-10 Conference Gymnastics Team and this 
year she is currently ranked 7th in the nation on vault.  Outside of the gym, Andi 



has been involved with the Smith’s Speakers Bureau and will graduate next year 
with a degree in Communications.  Andi will leave her mark on the program as 
one of the best athletes to don the Navy & Cardinal.  Her coaches, teammates 
and fans will miss her high level gymnastics. 
 
Kristen York 
 

Although not completing her athletic career, one of the Gymnastics Team’s 
most valuable members will be finishing her time with the team after this year.  
Kristen York started her collegiate career as a gymnast but was unable to 
complete her goal of competing for The University of Arizona.  She had a desire to 
remain with the team and switched roles to the team manager, becoming a huge 
part of the team’s success.  Kristen takes on many roles for the team from Den 
mother, to big sister, to best friend, to teammate.  Fans have seen her for years 
running the floor operations as the team competes.  She truly is the floor 
manager during the course of the competition.  With Kristen making sure that 
board settings, mat placements, video assignments, and music cued, the coaches 
were free to coach and manage the meet, confident that all of the necessary 
details for each routine are taken care of.  Although she will not be on the floor 
next season, the coaches and team will miss her energy and support and know 
that her contribution was just as big as many of the performances she cheered 
for during her time here.  She will graduate next year with a degree in 
Communications. 

 
Basically, it was a great night for 3 events, and a really poor night for one 

event.  Vault, Bars, and Floor were all at or near school record levels and we 
lead the meet from the first event.  Unfortunately, the team experienced the 
worst beam performance of the year.  On the bright side, I wouldn’t expect this 
to repeat as the Beam team has been doing well all year, hence the #14 
national ranking on Beam.  On the other side, a record setting night can only 
be complete if every event is on and the season low beam score negated what 
might have been a school record evening.  Our final team score was a 196.525, 
our ninth 196+ of the year but it will not help our national standing. 

There were some great individual performances as well; you can just look 
at the scores.  We start on the big meets of the season next, the Pac-10 
Championships and then the NCAA Regionals.  Hopefully we will be performing 
well on all 4 events and the results of those meets will be a little more pleasing. 

 
  

 Vault   Beam  
1 Aubrey Taylor 9.8 1 Jamie Duce 9.2 
2 Erin Muirhead 9.85 2 Stevie Fanning 9.85 
3 Katie Johnson 9.85 3 Katie Johnson 9.7 
4 Monica Bisordi 9.95 4 Aubrey Taylor 9.2 
5 Abby Pearson 9.9 5 Monica Bisordi 9.9 
6 Andi McCabe 9.925 6 Sheehan Lemley 9.4 
EX Amanda Goins 7.95 EX Amanda Goins 8.425 
      
 Bars   Floor  
1 Andi McCabe 9.85 1 Stevie Fanning 9.85 



2 Stevie Fanning 9.85 2 Aubrey Taylor 9.85 
3 Sheehan Lemley 9.875 3 Jamie Duce 9.875 
4 Aubrey Taylor 9.875 4 Andi McCabe 9.925 
5 Monica Bisordi 9.9 5 Monica Bisordi 9.975 
6 Jamie Duce 9.925 6 Katie Johnson 9.95 
EX Jessamyn Salter 9.825 EX Amanda Goins 9.775 
   EX Sheehan Lemley 9.8 

 
Pac-10 Championships  On March 20th, we had the privilege to 

host this years championship meet for the conference.  It was our last regular 
season meet of the year and would be a serious litmus test for the team as we 
prepared for our 18th consecutive post season appearance.  All I can really say 
is wow, what a meet.  The conference hosts some of the best teams in the 
nation and certainly everybody was intent on bringing their “A” game to McKale 
floor.   

There would be seven rotations and it was our goal to keep our intensity 
up until the last bar routine.  Additionally, the team had really been focusing 
on re-establishing our Beam team, which coincidently, would be our first event 
of the night.  Along those lines, this night would mark the return of Jamie S. to 
the competitive line-up.  She was inserted into the Beam line-up and she, along 
with five of her teammates, did a great job of hitting their routines and starting 
us off on a good night.  As we rotated from event to event, the team focused 
and competed hard.  Sure there were some landings we wished we could have 
back and some rough spots in a couple of sets but overall, the team did a fine 
job.   

Our final team score was a 196.775, which tied us for 4th with ASU.  
That put us behind Stanford, UCLA, and Oregon St. and ahead of Washington 
and California.  Andi and Monica tied for 6th on Vault.  Katie and Andi tied for 
seventh on Floor and Monica tied for 7th in the All-Around.  The overall level of 
gymnastics was amazing and it is no wonder why all seven Pac-10 teams had 
qualified for the post-season prior to the meet.  Out of 28 event rotations, there 
were a total of 25 that scored 49+ and 3 48’s. 

 
 Vault   Beam  
1 Aubrey Taylor 9.725 1 Jamie Duce 9.75 
2 Erin Muirhead 9.8 2 Stevie Fanning 9.8 
3 Katie Johnson 9.775 3 Jamie Schell 9.825 
4 Monica Bisordi 9.9 4 Katie Johnson 9.9 
5 Abby Pearson 9.875 5 Sheehan Lemley 9.65 
6 Andi McCabe 9.9 6 Monica Bisordi 9.9 
      
 Bars   Floor  
1 Andi McCabe 9.8 1 Stevie Fanning 9.75 
2 Stevie Fanning 9.825 2 Aubrey Taylor 9.725 
3 Sheehan Lemley 9.825 3 Jamie Duce 9.85 
4 Aubrey Taylor 9.775 4 Andi McCabe 9.9 
5 Monica Bisordi 9.825 5 Monica Bisordi 9.875 
6 Jamie Duce 9.8 6 Katie Johnson 9.9 

 
 



NCAA Regionals  On the Monday following the Pac-10 
Championships, the NCAA Regional brackets were announced.  Utah, Florida, 
Arkansas, Illinois, and Ill-Chicago will make the journey to Tucson for NCAA 
South Central Regional including the host team, Arizona.  The meet will be on 
Saturday, April 3rd and I know that I speak for the team when I say that I hope 
everyone can come out and cheer on the ‘Cats! 

 
Awards & Honors  It is that time of year when Awards and Honors 

to start coming in.  Here are the first of what I hope is an ever-growing list: 
 

• Katie Johnson Academic All-Conference Honorable Mention 
• Jamie Schell Academic All-Conference Honorable Mention 

 
Alumni Sightings  Emily Peterman called to check in and talk 

about coaching future.  She is looking at a position at a gym club in the UK.  
Tenli Poggemeyer was in town with a youth group while we were in Florida.  
She left a note under the door to say hi.  Jessica Marshall called to check in 
and see how the team was doing.  Shane Allbritton emailed out of the blue.  
Next on her agenda, a 180 mile bike ride for MS.  I received a change of 
address from Mr. Gault & Harmony.  As often as they purchase, fix up, & sell 
homes, they should be in business!  Lisha Stone and Kara Fry pitched in to 
help with the Pac-10 Championships.  Of course, Rose and Lindsay are here 
coaching. 

 
Team Banquet This year’s team banquet will be held in the Jim Click 

Hall of Champions on Saturday, May 8th at 7:00 pm.  If you would like to 
attend, the cost is $20 per person.  If any of you would like to sponsor a 
gymnast, you can send your contribution to me at the office.  Please let me 
know if you would like to attend before May 1 so that we can get an accurate 
count for the caterer.  I hope you can make it. 

 
Boosters I really want to thank all of you who have donated to our 

GymCat Booster Fund.  Please remember how much you mean to our program 
and the direct impact you have on the gymnast’s.  For thos of you who would 
still like to donate, just send a check made out to “University of Arizona / 
GymCats” and send it to me here at the office.  I will get it to the proper people.  
Your donation is tax deductible and greatly appreciated.
  
 Cyberspace  As always, I will post this issue of Cat Scratches on my 
web site for anyone to access (www.u.arizona.edu/~ryden/gym.html).  Check 
out the weekly performance of the team at the official University of Arizona 
Athletic Department website (www.arizonaathletics.com then select 
gymnastics).  There is also a link to the archived Cat Scratches. 
 
Until next time…

 

 

http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ryden/gym.html
http://www.arizonaathletics.com/


 
 

2004 SCHEDULE 
 
DAY/DATE            OPPONENT        SITE       TIME / SCORE 
 
FRI / JAN 9 MICHIGAN ST. w/  E  LANSING, MI 195.425 
    LOUSIANA ST. / 
    WESTERN MICHIGAN 
 
FRI / JAN 16 UCLA TUCSON*  196.725 
 
FRI / JAN 23 STANFORD PALO ALTO, CA 194.625  
 
SAT / JAN 31 ILLINOIS-CHICAGO CHICAGO, IL  196.525 
 
FRI / FEB 6 CALIFORNIA TUCSON*  196.75 
 
FRI / FEB 13 OREGON ST. CORVALLIS, OR 196.7 
 
FRI / FEB 20 WASHINGTON TUCSON*  197.3 
 
MON / FEB 23 TEXAS WOMEN’S / LSU DENTON, TX  197.05 
 
FRI / FEB 27 ASU TEMPE, AZ  196.225 
 
FRI / MAR 5 FLORIDA GAINESVILLE, FL 196.65 
 
FRI / MAR 12 ARKANSAS TUCSON*  196.525 
 
SAT / MAR 20 PAC-10  TUCSON*  196.775 
 CHAMPIONSHIPS  
 
SAT / APR 3 NCAA REGIONAL TUCSON*  6:00 PM 
 CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
THU – SAT / NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS LOS ANGELES, CA 1:00 / 7:00 
APR 15-17 
 
 
*All Home Meets in McKale Center  

  



 
 

2005 SCHEDULE 
 
DAY/DATE            OPPONENT        SITE     TIME 
 
FRI / JAN 7 SUPER SIX CHALLENGE GAINESVILLE, FL TBA  
 
FRI / JAN 14 MISSOURI TUCSON*  7:30 PM 
    MICHIGAN ST. 
    ILLINOIS-CHICAGO 
 
FRI / JAN 21 ASU TUCSON*  7:30 PM  
 
FRI / JAN 28 WASHINGTON SEATTLE, WA  TBA 
 
FRI / FEB 4 CALIFORNIA BERKELEY, CA TBA 
 
FRI / FEB 13 STANFORD TUCSON*  7:30 PM 
 
FRI / FEB 20 OREGON ST. TUCSON*  7:30 PM 
 
SUN / FEB 27 UCLA LOS ANGELES, CA 2:00 PM 
 
FRI / MAR 4 OHIO ST.  COLUMBUS, OH TBA 
 
FRI / MAR 11 CS-FULLERTON TUCSON*  7:30 PM 
 TEXAS WOMEN’S 
 BALL ST. 
 
FRI / MAR 18 MARYLAND COLLEGE PARK, MD TBA 
 
SAT / MAR 26 PAC-10 CHAMPIONSHIPS BERKELEY, CA 6:00 PM 
   
SAT / APR 9 NCAA REGIONAL TBD   6:00 PM 
 CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
THU – SAT / NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS AUBURN, AL  1:00 / 7:00 
APR 21-23 
 
 
*All Home Meets in McKale Center  
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