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 Our class set out to analyze the sustainability of the Millsaps campus community, 

mainly through the collection of data concerning physical waste production and the 

observation of those responsible for the collection and disposal of waste. As our research 

progressed, I became particularly interested in the habits and behaviors of those most 

responsible for producing waste: the on-campus student body.  

Part of my responsibility for the assessment was to interview Danny Neely, the 

head of groundskeeping, about how his department operates in order to determine the 

degree which the grounds were run in a sustainable manner. I found Mr. Neely to be 

interested in our project and eager to discuss the responsibilities of his position. He takes 

great pride in having a campus that is aesthetically pleasing, which means well-kept 

fields, flowers, and greenery and no extraneous litter. When I asked him what his major 

concerns were in maintaining the campus grounds, he replied, “The number one obstacle 

is trash on campus.” He named example after example of miscellaneous litter, party 

debris, and careless disposal of food-related trash—all, it seems, the product of student 

negligence. Students set down trash outside their cars; throw cigarette butt on the ground 

next to an ash can; leave plates, cups and cans on ledges and in bushes; ignore dropped 

trash. Neely was forced to hire a part-time worker whose sole job it is to pick up the litter 

that daily lines dormitories, parking lots, sports areas, and the academic buildings. This is 



not even to mention the poor job many students do of actually recycling, determining 

what is recyclable, and misusing recycling bins (I have heard of students who prefer to 

vomit in recycling bins when drunk because the bins are portable and have wider 

mouths).  

This absolute ignorance and carelessness displayed by the general student body is 

shocking; Millsaps students should be expected to be responsible for their own waste, to 

be conscious of the amount being produced and to dispose of it properly. Christopher 

Uhl, in his critical description of Penn State’s sustainability initiative, states that “U.S. 

universities, as centers of innovation and learning, could be in the forefront (of 

sustainability), leading the charge.” Millsaps is considered the most progressive four-year 

institution in Mississippi, and stands as an emblem of academic prowess inhabited by 

well-rounded, socially-conscious students. We are even marketing thus: “Millsaps 

students are leaders because they are thinkers.” Shouldn’t Millsaps take on a small part of 

this charge? I feel the Millsapian population, for all the accolades heaped upon the ways 

in which we learn and experience, should be actively be more conscious of the way in 

which we respond to our own waste.  

I believe the general student population tossing its garbage so unthinkingly may 

have unconscious socio-cultural causes. I examined Robin Nagle’s fascinating lecture on 

modern American’s relationship with their refuse. Some of her points were cogent and 

are tangibly reflected at Millsaps; she explains that we have become a culture 

“structured…to move fast” that lives “lite,” a culture of “buy, use, discard.” Nowhere is 

this better evidenced that the week of student move-out, where dormitory hallways are 

littered with books, art supplies, clothing, food still in packages, futons, unused toiletries, 



blankets, chairs, and reams of paper, both unopened blank packages and loose sheets. 

These items are all still useful on principle, but students regard them as unnecessary—

trash—outside the realm of the college campus. Nagle also argues that humans 

subconsciously fear their garbage because it represents human life as brief and transitory. 

Though useful for evaluating families or homes, I don’t think this applies in the 

environment of the college campus. I honestly think that students who carelessly litter do 

so by the nature or nurture: either a student did not come into college with a “guilt” 

trigger that comes from “breaking the rules” about not littering due to upbringing, or he 

or she has gradually come to not care.  

 I feel there needs to be some sort of cleansing of the careless trash mentality at 

Millsaps and a group consciousness and sense of responsibility introduced that begins at 

the level of environmental and social accountability (throwing away one’s trash), then 

builds into general practice of recycling, and acknowledgment of what is needed, what 

isn’t, and what can be reused or donated, and finally the overall consumption of less 

material.  

 

 

 

Pledged… 


