POL 301 Introduction to Political Inquiry

Professor Jan Leighley

Fall 2009
Class:  T/Th 11-12:15, FCS 101
 



   
Office: Soc Sci 314c
Office Hours:  T/Th 9:30-10:30, F 10:30-11:30

   

Phone: 621-5728


and by appointment
E-mail: leighley@email.arizona.edu


Website: www.u.arizona.edu/~leighley

      


Course Description.  The goal of this course is to introduce basic principles of social science research methods as they are practiced in the discipline of political science.  It is also designed to enhance students’ analytical and writing skills.  This semester’s “substantive” focus is on voter turnout: its causes, its consequences—and how political scientists study it. 
Required Readings.  A course package including the text, a lab book and a student version of the SPSS Statistical Analysis Software is available from the bookstore.  Additional readings from political science journals are also required; these articles can be located on-line at www.jstor.org, with access available through the library reference page using your CatCard ID.  Other additional readings may be provided at the course website (see URL above).
Statistics Labs.  One of the goals of the course is to have students learn some basic statistical analysis skills, and to do so I have scheduled several class periods in the ECE 229 lab on campus.  The ECE lab is located in the main hallway, (room 229) of the Electrical and Computer Engineering building, 1230 E. Speedway Blvd. Students are required to attend only one class period the weeks that the class meets in the ECE.  I have also scheduled one additional lab period each of those weeks for students who care to review the material or were not able to attend one of the sessions during the regular class period.  All statistical exercises may also be completed by using other University-sponsored labs that offer the SPSS statistical software (such as the ICL located in Social Sciences 224, which is only available M-F if it is NOT reserved for class meetings; for other OSCR labs, http://www.oscr.arizona.edu/locations/computing_labs) or by using the statistical software provided in the course package.
Grades: Your grade for this class will be assigned on the basis of your performance on the following assignments:

Assignment





Points

Due Date

· Homework/Lab Exercises




50

Sept. 15, Nov. 5, 24 
· Midterm Exam





30

Oct. 27
· Final Exam





20

Dec. 17
Students earning 90 points or more will receive an A; 80 points or more, a B; 70 points or more a C; 60 points or more a D.

Students objecting to grades received on their homework exercises may petition for a change of grade, but must do so (a) in writing; (b) within two class sessions of returning the graded exercises.  Note that re-evaluations may result in the exercise score being increased or decreased.
Assignments:  Assignments are due in class on the dates specified; assignments turned in on the due date but after class will be penalized.   Assignments will not be accepted after the due date except in extraordinary circumstances and as such will require an original medical or legal excuse.  Assignments are not accepted by e-mail except in unusual circumstances, and only if I approve of the submission in advance.  Students are expected to complete the assigned readings before coming to class.  I may use unannounced quizzes over the reading material if it appears that this expectation is not being met.   If it is necessary to use quizzes, they will be evaluated as part of the student’s performance on exams.

Exams:  There will be two exams consisting of multiple choice, true/false and matching questions.  Students are required to bring two pencils to the exam; I will provide a scantron.  The exams will cover the book, readings and lectures.  Students are required to turn in their copy of the exam along with the scantron, or they will receive a zero on the exam.  Make-up exams will be given only when I am notified within 24 hours of the exam period and evidence of a serious medical or legal issue is provided.  Make-up exams will be given at my discretion and in whatever format I choose.

Exercises:  Three exercises will include various types of analytical problems, statistical exercises (drawn largely from the required lab manual) and writing tasks.   The data sets used in the lab manual exercises can be found at the author’s website, http://www.psci.vt.edu/brians/manual_data.html.  Some of the exercise problems will be complete replications of problems found in the lab book, others will be varied slightly.  Please read the exercise directions carefully and follow my detailed instructions, even when they conflict with what is in the lab book.  

Each exercise will be posted on the course website approximately seven to ten days prior to the due date.   Students should use the assignment posted on the website as a template for formatting; directions for completing the assignment must be followed exactly or the exercise will not be graded.  Exercises are to be done individually unless otherwise announced in class.  Each exercise should be turned in with a title page (no binder) that lists the course, the assignment, the date and the student’s name.  Students should keep copies of all of their work (including notes) in the event that there is confusion or a dispute concerning grades.  Please personally turn in your assignment rather than asking someone in the class to do so; should you choose to do the latter, if there is any question about the originality of the work, BOTH students will receive a zero on the assignment.  Assignments will not be accepted by e-mail.
Class Policies:  This class will be conducted consistent with UA policies governing academics; students are expected to be familiar with UA student policies and to comply with their requirements (see http://catalog.arizona.edu/2007-08/policies/aaindex.html and also http://dos.web.arizona.edu/uapolicies/ on the Student Code of Conduct).  Students requiring assistance or accommodations for disabilities should consult with the Disability Resource Center (see contact information in the policies handbook, above) and contact me as early as possible in the semester.

Plagiarism:  As commonly defined, plagiarism consists of passing off as one’s own the ideas, words, writings, etc., which belong to another.  In accordance with the definition, you are committing plagiarism if you copy the work of another person and turn it in as your own, even if you should have the permission of the person.  I will penalize students as harshly as possible in cases where I determine that plagiarism has occurred, whether “intentional” or not.

On Succeeding in this Class:   If you complete the assigned work (including reading), you will pass; if you invest your time into studying for the exams, you will do well.  If you see that you are struggling with the material, please talk to me as early as possible during office hours. 

Assigned Readings:  The schedule of assigned readings below is tentative.  Depending on the progress of the class, I may modify the readings at any time.  Changes to the syllabus will be posted on the class website.  Should class have to be cancelled due to illness or other unforeseen circumstances, the material scheduled for the missed class will be covered the next time the class meets.  Only under rare and exceptional circumstances will due dates for assignments be changed.  It is the responsibility of the student to be aware of such changes by regularly attending class and checking the class website for announcements.

Aug. 25

Introduction to Course Requirements

Aug. 27

How Do We Know What We Know?  Why Do We Care?



Manheim, Ch. 1

Introduction to the Study of Voter Turnout
Sept. 1, 3
No Class: professor out of town on business (APSA)


Lab Book, Intro, Ch. 4
· Download JSTOR articles

· Start on Exercise #1 (available on class website)
· Start reading for next week

Sept. 8

Theory in the Research Process


Manheim, Ch. 2
Verba, Sidney, Kay Lehman Schlozman, Henry Brady and Norman H. Nie. 1993. “Citizen Activity: Who Participates? What Do They Say? American Political Science Review Vol. 87: 303-318. (JSTOR)
Martin, Paul S. 2004.  “Inside the Black Box of Negative Campaign Effects: Three Reasons Why Negative Campaigns Mobilize.”  Political Psychology 25: 545-62. (JSTOR)
Sept. 10, 15
Hypotheses

Clinton, Joshua D. and John S. Lapinski.  2004. "Targeted" Advertising and Voter Turnout: An Experimental Study of the 2000 Presidential Election.” The Journal of Politics 66: 69-96 (JSTOR)

Sept. 15

Exercise #1 Due (10 pts)

Sept. 17, 22
Introduction to Research Design: Causality

Mannheim, Ch. 6, selected pages (available on class website)
Sept. 24, 29
Experiments
Clinton, Joshua D. and John S. Lapinski.  2004. "Targeted" Advertising and Voter Turnout: An Experimental Study of the 2000 Presidential Election.” The Journal of Politics 66: 69-96

Kahn, Kim Fridkin and Patrick J. Kenney. 1999. “Do Negative Campaigns Mobilize or Suppress Turnout? Clarifying the Relationship between Negativity and Participation.” American Political Science Review 93: 877-889.  (JSTOR)

Oct. 1, 6

Survey Research



Manheim, Ch. 8

Oct.  8

Sampling/Probability

Manheim, Ch. 7

Oct. 13, 15
Lab Day (ECE): Introduction to SPSS


LabBook, Ch. 1, 2, 3, 5
Oct. 14 

Optional Lab, ECE 1:00-2:00

Oct. 20, 22
Descriptive Statistics and Graphical Presentations 



Manheim, Ch. 15, 16

Klass, Gary.  “Just Plain Data Analysis: Common Statistical Fallacies in Analyses of Social Indicator Data.”  (available on class website)

Oct. 27

Midterm Exam

Oct. 29,  
Conceptualization and Measurement

Nov. 3

Manheim, Ch. 5

McDonald, Michael P., and Samuel L. Popkin. 2001. “The Myth of the Vanishing Voter.”  The American Political Science Review 95: 963-974.

Lab Book Ch. Intro, Ch. 1, 14
Nov. 4

Optional Lab, ECE (1:00-2:00)

Nov. 5

Exercise #2 Due (20 points)



Descriptive Statistics, Graphical Presentations and Measurement

Nov. 5, 10
Research Design Revisited: Aggregate-Level Analysis



Manheim, Ch. 10, 11

Ansolabehere, Stephen, Shanto Iyengar, Adam Simon and Nicholas Valentino. 1994. “Does Attack Advertising Demobilize the Electorate?”  American Political Science Review 88: 829-38.  (JSTOR)

Bohrer, II, Robert E., Alexander D. Pacek, and Benjamin Radcliff. 2000. “Electoral Participation,  Ideology, and Party Politics in Post-Communist Europe.” The Journal of Politics 62: 1161-1172. (JSTOR)

Lab Book, Ch. 9

Nov. 12, 17
Bivariate Analysis (Tabular and Otherwise)



Manheim, Ch. 17

Lab Book, Ch. 6, 10


Nov. 19, 24
Measuring Associations



Lab Book, Ch. 11, 12

Nov. 24 

Exercise #3 Due (20 points)


Aggregate Analysis, Bivariate Analysis, Test Statistics and Measures of Association

Nov. 26

Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec. 1, 3 
Causal Relationships and Control Variables (ECE)



Lab Book, Ch. 13

Dec.  8

Writing up Research 


Lab Book Appendix A

Dec. 17
Final Exam:  11:00 to 1:00 in our classroom unless otherwise announced; please check official university schedule.

