POL 301 (Leighley)





Exercise #3 (20 points)

This exercise is worth a total of twenty points, but also includes an extra credit question worth 2 points (Part A, Number 7).  It is due Dec. 1 by 4:00 p.m. in Social Sciences 314C.  Note that this is later than what is stated on the course syllabus.  Do NOT turn assignments into my mail box.
Clearly label your name, exercise number and date, as well as each question; do not pad your answers; and staple your pages.

Part A.  Using the NES 2004 data set: 

1. Identify a measure of voter turnout and a measure of party identification and describe the relevant question wording, possible response categories and their values, and the value labels for each variable.

2. Describe the frequency distribution and central tendency of each variable, and provide a relevant graphical display of each.

3. Recode the variable for voter turnout so that 1=voted and 0=didn’t vote. (print table)

4. Recode the party identification variable so that 1=partisans (either Republicans or Democrats) and 0=independents. (print table)
5. Run a cross-tab table with voter turnout as the row/dependent variable and partisanship as the column/independent variable (requesting column percents). (print table)
6. Referring to the appropriate data in the cross-tab table from step 5, answer the question: do partisans vote more than independents?
7. Extra credit:  Does your conclusion regarding whether partisans vote more than independents differ when you control for gender?  Provide the tabular/statistical output that addresses this question, and briefly (2-3 sentences) explain your answer.  (I will be covering this material at some point during class; you may complete this part of the question and turn it in either on Dec. 1 at 4, when the exercise is due, or on a separate page by the class meeting that follows the one in which I cover the material).
Part B.  Using one of the data sets that we have worked with in class, complete the following:

1. Write a hypothesis that you can test using variables in the data set.
2. Identify the variables by variable number and label and for each variable (one dependent, one independent) present the distribution of each, making sure that all tabular information is labeled fully; report the mean and standard deviation of each variable.
3. Present a cross-tab which provides evidence relating to your hypothesis.  Describe what you find (Is there a relationship?  What is the nature of the relationship?) based on the column percentages in the table.
4. Write the null hypothesis related to your substantive hypothesis.
5. Report the chi-2 statistic and its associated p-value.
6. Should the null hypothesis be accepted or rejected?  Why? 
7. What is your substantive conclusion based on this statistical evidence?

For Parts C and D, you do NOT have to download the template, as noted in the instructions.  Just label the question parts clearly, and include the work that is requested:

Part C.  Complete Lab Manual Chapter 11, Lab 11 (p. 77).
Part D.   Complete Lab Manual Chapter 12, Lab 12 (p. 84).

