
 
 

UA Faculty Staff Choir        Minutes of the August 14, 2007 Meeting 
 
Attendees: Kelley Merriam-Castro (Pres), Carl Olson (VPres), Steve Rodney (Treas), Gail Cordy 
(Sec), Justin Raffa (Choir Dir), Jennifer Swegle (Accomp), Steve Harvath (Fundraising) 
 
President’ Report: Kelley has received several inquiries about the choir including four people who 
are serious about joining. Advertising in Lo Que Pasa, Department newsletters, and flyers have 
helped get the word out. A previous choir member, Danielle Charbonneau, will be contacted by 
Carl to encourage her to join again. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Revised minutes from last meeting were unanimously approved. Moved: 
Steve; 2nd, Carl. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Checking account was not moved to Arizona Credit Union because they had a 
monthly fee that made it more expensive than the $3 we are paying at Compass Bank. Compass 
Bank has not charged us the fee since Steve talked with them about the fee.  
The current balance is $2092.13.  
 
The Board unanimously approved allowing Justin to use $300 ($100, room; $200 for food) for the 
Choir Kickoff Aug. 24, 2007 at Gentle Ben’s. Moved, Kelley; 2nd, Gail. 
 
The Board unanimously approved reimbursing Kelley for the cost of flyers ($16.71) and 
distribution by Mr. Flyer (no bill yet). Moved: Carl; 2nd, Steve. 
Action: Kelley asked that we find out how new member heard about us to determine if flyers were 
working.  
  
Choir Director’s Report: Justin will check on Gentle Ben’s reservation today. 
Rose has arranged for choir performance at Tohono Chul Park, Dec. 1, 5:30-8:30 p.m.. We need 
more info about availability of a piano,  and whether the performance is inside or outside. They will 
pay us $300. We need to advertise this to choir immediately and begin a sign-up sheet. 
 
Friends and Family Concert planned for Dec. 15 in Holsclaw in the afternoon. Justin is considering 
using the organ for some accompaniment. He has sent two emails about scheduling the hall but has 
gotten no response. 
Action: Justin will follow up on Holsclaw use. 
 
We still have several Bookstore gift certs that could be used as door prizes or raffle prizes at our 
Friends concert. 
 
We are interested in a Christmas Bookstore concert.  
Action: Justin will ask Rose and Sharon to follow up. 
 
Music for fall—Justin is looking at having a variety of music (organ, acapella, piano), which he  
shared with the Board.  



Action: Justin will send out an email to the Board listing the music he is proposing to purchase and 
their costs.  
Justin is working with the So. Arizona Susan G. Komen Foundation on a Race for the Cure concert 
that will be held April 5, 2008. 
 
Accompanist’s Report: The cost of a good Yahama keyboard and stand is $540. Music stands are 
$40 each. No price yet on an amp.  
 
Fundraising Report: Steve Harvath has agreed to help us work on fundraising. He can provide 
grant-writing help. He encouraged us to determine the goals for our fundraising (what we want the 
money for) and consider why it is important to support the choir (i.e.,community-building for UA, 
stress relief for workers). This info would be part of grant proposals.  
 
Some ideas for additional funds included covering all or part of sheet music costs, honorarium for 
guest musicians, and purchase of keyboard. 
Steve’s idea is to write a one-time grant for the keyboard, stand, and amp and possibly shirts. 
Action:Kelley will get price for shirts. Steve R. has the CD with logo. 
 
Concerns were raised about restrictions on monies received from Departments or entities on the UA 
campus. Arizona Foundation is a possible source of funding. Carl suggested going to the Provost for 
a one-time grant 
Action: Steve will check with his superiors about the possibility of going through the 501(c)3 
Arizona Foundation.   
Action: Kelley will contact “In Their Own Time” about how they get funding for their faculty art 
showcases. 
 
Other fundraising ideas included a benefit event that involves a choir performance, singing 
telegrams, donation box at our concerts, sing-ins at lunch time, raffles at concerts.  
 
Action: Steve R. will put together a budget for a grant request. He will need info about the costs of 
music (Justin), keyboard/stand ($540), amp (Jennifer), music stands ($40 ea), and shirts (Kelley). 
  
Meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m.  
 
 
  
 
 
 


