
UA Faculty/Staff Choir Board Meeting  
June 25, 2007 

 
Attendees: Kelley Merriam-Castro (Pres), Carl Olson (VPres), Steve Rodney (Treas), 
Gail Cordy (Sec), Justin Raffa (Choir Dir), Molly Holleran (Website), Jennifer Swegle 
(Accomp) 
 
Minutes from the meeting May 7, 2007, had been approved previously so no action was 
needed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Balance of $821.00 as of end of 2006-2007 fiscal year. Steve made 
a motion to move the banking from Compass to Arizona Credit Union because Compass 
is now charging a $3 fee for checking. Second by Kelley and passed unanimously. Steve 
will need a copy of the minutes, guidelines, employee ID #, and two signatures (Steve 
and Kelley) to open the new account.    
 
Organizational Guidelines 
Copies of “Organizational Guidelines for the University of Arizona Faculty/Staff Choir” 
were handed out. Kelley asked Board members to read through guidelines and propose 
changes to her. Any changes proposed by the Board will be voted on by the entire choir. 
 
Keyboard purchase 
We would like to purchase a keyboard and stand for the choir.  Justin has one that can be 
used in the meantime; however, it needs an amp and cord. Gail has an amp that could be 
used. Jennifer will look into costs for suitable keyboard, stand, amp, and cords. 
 
Committee Chairs 
A list of suggested committees was distributed by Kelley. For clarification, committee 
chairs are not members of the Board; however, they can vote on issues with the exception 
of those related to the treasury funds.  
 
After reviewing the list, the following changes and suggestions were made (italics 
indicate changes to committee names): 
 
Events Coordination and Publicity: Rose Myers and Sharon Jones have volunteered to 
co-chair. 
    Suggestions were made that this committee consider arranging for the choir to sing at 
UA Presidential events, the bookstore, and sports events (i.e., women’s softball, 
basketball). 
 
Membership and Recruitment: Gail volunteered to chair this committee. She will 
contact Irene to serve on this committee. All agreed we need to push recruitment and let 
people know we exist.  
    Gail will look into a possible article in Lo Que Pasa, the faculty/staff newsletter, for 
this summer. The UA website has a Faculty/Staff link. Molly will look into having the 
UA include a link to the Choir website. There are a number of Deans’ newsletters in the 



various colleges where articles could be included. An article about the choir has already 
appeared in the School of Social and Behavioral Sciences newsletter. Other options for 
advertising include paying $50 to have “Mr. Flyer” put up flyers around campus; getting 
an article or ad in the Wildcat. (Kelley will check into Wildcat advertising); having an 
acapella  rehearsal outdoors on campus at the Women’s’ Plaza or other high traffic 
location.  Justin recommended a reminder to choir members to keep the Faculty/Staff 
Choir in the forefront in their departments.   
 
Fundraising: Needs a chairperson. Carl will contact Steve Harvath to see if he is 
interested in chairing or helping this committee. Plans for Fall fundraising are on hold 
until Carl talks to Steve Harvath.  
    Justin asked that we consider taking donations at our concerts (i.e., put out a hat). We 
will continue to perform free but welcome honorariums when offered.  
 
History/Archives: Steve Rodney has been doing this job.  He has programs from past 
concerts. Kelley will solicit interest from the choir. If no takers, Steve agreed to continue 
to do the job. 
 
Website: Molly agreed to chair this committee.  The new website is up at 
facultystaffchoir@arizona.edu. Molly needs sound clips, bio and photos for Kelley and 
Jennifer, choir roster, and choir photos. She would also like to update the choir history on 
the website. She asked Board to review the website and provide her with suggestions 
and/or changes. 
 
Library: Hinrich Bohn is doing a good job with the music library and will remain 
librarian. 
 
Listserv: Petra will continue to keep the listserv up-to-date. 
 
Refreshments: It was decided that a “Refreshments” committee is not needed at this 
time. Gail will continue to coordinate refreshments for concerts.  
 
Other:   
Friday evening social at Gentle Ben’s on Aug. 24 from 5-9 p.m.   
 
Choir begins on Aug. 27. Justin has sent email to UA to arrange for room for practices.  
 
Justin suggested that the Christmas concert be held on Dec. 15 at 2 p.m. in Holsclaw Hall 
and that the Spring concert be held at the Art Museum.  No date yet for the Spring 
concert.  Justin will check to be sure the Dec. date doesn’t conflict with UA graduation 
and if rental of Holsclaw is possible for that date.  
 
Choir Shirts: Kelley will check with Rose or Bev to see if there are any choir shirts left.  
We may want to order more soon. 
 
 



Music: Justin asked that we no longer use photocopied music because it is illegal and 
unfair to the music writer. We need to commit to purchase our music and throw out the 
photocopies we have in our library. There was some discussion about having people buy 
their own music to keep or donate back if they wished. The general consensus of the 
Board was that we should invest in the music to build up our choir library.  The Board 
decided that the music fee will remain at $10, photocopies will be thrown out, and new 
music ordered.  
 
Future Board meetings: Board members are asked to check their schedules to 
accommodate monthly meetings on a Tues or Wed.   
 
Submitted by Gail E. Cordy    7/5/07 

 


