
 
 

UA Faculty Staff Choir      Minutes of the April 4, 2008 Meeting   1 p.m. 
 
Attendees: Kelley Merriam-Castro (Pres), Steve Rodney (Treasurer), Gail Cordy (Sec), Justin Raffa (Director) 
  
Secretary’s Report: Minutes from Jan. 14, 2008, were approved unanimously. Motion by Steve, 2nd byKelley. 
Action: Gail will provide January minutes to Molly for posting on the choir web page. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The bill for music for the spring semester totaled $1,290.38, within a few dollars of 
original estimate. The Choir members donated $150 to cover the cost of a guest to accompany Justin to the 
Governor’s Art’s Awards Banquet in April. The current balance in the choir’s account is $895.39.  
 
Spring Performance Schedule 
The Board decided not to plan on a performance at the UA Bookstore this semester; however, we may consider 
singing at the UA Farmers’ Market depending upon dates available and readiness of choir numbers.  
Action: Gail check on Farmers’ Market dates.  
 
Status of keyboard/equipment purchases 
Lack of funds prevents us from moving forward with the purchase at this time. Fundraising ideas are needed. 
Justin would like to see the choir reach a point where fundraising is not necessary. 
Action: Gail will check on fundraising by recycling electronic devices (cell phones, PDAs, etc.) 
 
Missa Kenya CDs 
The Board approved a motion to cover costs for Justin to purchase the Missa Kenya music CD and make copies 
for the choir.  Motion by Gail; 2nd Steve. 
 
Holiday Concert CDs 
Kelley will make 24 CDs of the Choir’s holiday concert and offer to choir members for $5 each. Copies can 
also be offered for sale at the Spring Concert.  
 
TPAC Grant Update 
Despite the efforts of Steve Harvath (original grant appl.) and Kelley (revised appl), our request for $600 was 
turned down by the Tucson Pima Arts Council. Carl’s notes from the grant meeting are attached.  
Justin noted that we would have a better chance at obtaining grants if we have 501(c)3 status. Obtaining 501(c)3 
status may be possible in the future through the choral organization (SAWC) Terri Ashbaugh is seeking to form. 
We will remain involved to see how that develops.  
Action: Kelley email Ruben for comments on how our application could be improved for submittal in 
future funding cycle. 
 
Compensation for Jennifer for sectional practices 
Jennifer has been kind enough to assist with additional practices. The Board has additional gift cards to the 
Bookstore that could be a thank you for Jennifer.  
 
Shirt Order 
The red choir shirts will be used for the Spring Concert. Gail has an order for one shirt, which can be filled with 
a shirt that was not picked up last semester. A sign-up list will be at practices for additional requests. 
Action: Gail send out email to choir to let them know that shirt orders will be taken. 
 
 



Choir Guidelines and bylaws 
Kelley has updated the guidelines and would like them in place by June 1 when the new Board takes office.  
The Board agreed to send them to the members for comment. Moved by Gail; 2nd by Steve.  
Action: Kelley email revised guidelines and bylaws to choir members for review. 
 
Other 
Future Choir Director 
Chris Thomas will not be the next Faculty/Staff Choir Director. Justin and Molly will be leaving Tucson so 
Justin would like to have someone lined up to take his place. He has asked Marcela Molina, Director of the 
Tucson Girls’ Chorus, to work with us this semester to see if she might be a good fit for the job.  
 
Visibility and Funding 
We still need more visibility on campus. Justin asked if we can find an entity on campus that we could be 
associated with to provide the nonprofit status we need and promote the choir on campus. Campus Wellness 
Center and “On Your Time” are two possibilities (though we have contacted them before).  
Action: Kelley will ask Naja McKenzie to write something for the Wellness newsletter about the benefits 
of singing for health. 
Kelley will contact “On Your Own Time” about possible cooperation with the choir.  
 


