Beginning Greek: Review of English Grammar
In a sentence, the person or thing that performs the action is the subject. If your sentence is “The milkman slaughtered the banana bread.”, then the subject is the milkman, because he’s the one doing the action. In a sentence, the person or thing that (directly) receives the action is the direct object. If your sentence is (still) “The milkman slaughtered the banana bread.”, then the direct object is the banana bread, because it’s the thing receiving the action (here the slaughtering).

In a sentence, the action word is the verb. Verbs that take direct objects are called transitive verbs; those that do not are called intransitive verbs. If your sentence is (yet again) “The milkman slaughtered the banana bread.”, then the verb is slaughtered, because it’s the action. Incidentally, slaughtered is a transitive verb here, since it takes a direct object here (“the banana bread”). If your sentence is “Barry relaxed.”, then the verb is relaxed, because it’s the action. Incidentally, relaxed is an intransitive verb here, since it does NOT take a direct object here.

In a sentence, the person or thing that receives the direct object is the indirect object. If your sentence is (the excellent one) “The milkman dedicates the banana bread to/for the rooster.”, then the indirect object is the rooster, because it’s the thing receiving the direct object (here the banana bread). As a general rule, verbs of giving, showing and telling (among others) can take indirect objects.

In a sentence, phrases that begin with little words like “on”, “with”, through”, “under” and the like are called prepositional phrases, and the little words themselves are called prepositions (because they are typically positioned in front of [pre-] the words they describe). Such phrases can describe a lot of different circumstances, but (as we’ve already seen in Greek) they are often used to indicate motion or position. If your sentence is (the fantastic) “The milkman in the road sends the banana bread via the post office into the henhouse.”, then in the road, via the post office and into the henhouse are prepositional phrases (and in, via and into are prepositions).

(*One thing to watch out for, in light of the previous two paragraphs: in English, we use the prepositions “to” or “for” with a noun when we want to use it as an indirect object. In Greek, however, we do NOT do this - we use the Dative by itself!*)
In a sentence, words which are used to describe nouns are called adjectives, and words which are used to describe verbs are called adverbs. If your sentence is (the increasingly complicated) “The sad milkman in the muddy road rapidly and excitedly sends the forgettable banana bread to Morocco.”, then sad, muddy and forgettable are adjectives (as they describe nouns), and rapidly and excitedly are adverbs (as they describe the verb “sends”). Incidentally, oftentimes adverbs will end in -ly… but not always: for example, “never”, “sometimes”, “always”, etc.
In a sentence, if you call the subject something else—whether another noun, or an adjective, or even a prepositional phrase—that something else is called a complement. Generally, verbs called linking verbs (like “be” and “become”) join subjects and complements together. If your sentence is (the imaginative) “The milkman is becoming a sprinter.”, then the subject is milkman and sprinter is a complement. If your sentence is “The milkman is being called ugly.”, then ugly is a complement (but only here - get it? Ha ha ha!). If your sentence is “The milkman is in the road.”, then the prepositional phrase “in the road” is a complement.
In a sentence, little words like “and” and “but”, which are used to connect things together, are called conjunctions. If your sentence is, “The milkman and the fireman cook sausages and pancakes in the well, but the kangaroos and potatoes disagree and burp.”, there are five conjunctions: the first and connects two subjects (milkman and fireman); the second and connects two direct objects (sausages and pancakes); the third and connects two subjects again (kangaroos and potatoes); and the fourth and connects two verbs (disagree and burp).

The fifth conjunction in the example above is “but”. In this instance, “but” connects two smaller sentences to make one big sentence. More properly, we say that the “but” here connects two clauses. A clause is a part of a sentence—or a complete sentence—which contains (at least) some sort of subject and verb or verb-like thing. Sometimes clauses can stand on their own and make sense. If your clause can do this, then it’s called an independent or main clause. The two clauses in the example above are independent clauses. Why? Because if you cut the sentence in half at the “but”, you’d end up with two perfectly good sentences that could stand on their own (“The milkman and the fireman cook sausages and pancakes in the well.” and “The kangaroos and potatoes disagree and burp.”)

A clause that CANNOT stand on its own as a sentence is called a dependent or subordinate clause. We’ll learn more about these later. For now, though, it might be useful to think about an example in English. Let’s say you had the sentence “The milkman stomped the banana bread in order to prove a point about elasticity.” This sentence consists of two clauses: “The milkman stomped the banana bread” and “in order to prove a point about elasticity”. The first of these is main/independent, as it can stand on its own as a sentence, no prob. The second, however, cannot: this clause (a purpose clause, as fate would have it) HAS to have an independent clause introducing it to make any sense; otherwise it’s bad English. Would you say “In order to prove a point about elasticity.” as a perfectly legit sentence? I hope not.
DIRECTIONS: For each of the English sentences below, perform the following tasks:


CIRCLE O subjects and predicates


BOX IN ( direct objects


put BRACKETS [ ] around indirect objects

UNDERLINE __ verbs


put a TRIANGLE ( around conjunctions


put PARENTHESES (  ) around prepositional phrases


draw a LINE THROUGH ---- adjectives and adverbs, and join them to the words they describe with ARROWS (
1.
The remorseful squirrel under the tree joyously stored up seventeen acorns in a hole and, 
with a swish of his tail, buried his bucket.

2.
Did you sell every rotten potato to the Mouseketeers? I rejoice! Those foul spuds were 
contaminating the garage and spreading plague in Tucson.

3.
With the lousy poets the angry birds chased the bananas out of the trees and bushes, but 
they forgot their manners and cried wretchedly.

4.
Who played tricks on the demented spinster down the street? Children certainly did this. 
Detective work is for adults, but tricks are for kids.

5.
Merrily we burned the houses of the teachers. They had cruelly tortured us with questions 
and pointless exams for several painful years.

6.
Dollars and cents sing and dance, but tailor Tim mends pretty pants in homes and holes 
and hives and dives. Did you understand all that?

7.
Many people see the number seven and think, “Seven is a lucky number!” Luckily, seven 
does not hear them. Seven does not have ears.

8.
What did Jeremy eat? I will recount the list to you. He gobbled a gazillion grapes and 
guzzled a gallon of goatmilk. He got gas after that.

9.
Does anyone in the class read my sentences on the course homepage? I made them 
lovingly for the students, but the students are fickle and eat pickles.

10.
Pickles never surrender, pickles never quit. Pickles, in a pickle, remove the olive from the 
pit, but they never touch pita bread.

11.
I had extra room, you had extra time and it worked. What are we talking about?
