Prof. David Chisholm
Department of German Studies

Phone: 621-5924

E-Mail: chisholm@u.arizona.edu
Fall 2005 Office Hours: 10-11 T Th

German 502:

German Literary Genres from Romanticism to Modernism

In this course we will explore a variety of German literary genres and styles from the early nineteenth to the early twentieth century, including lyric and dramatic poetry,
verse and prose drama, and various kinds of literary prose. We will begin with a 

brief overview of major metrical and strophic forms used by German writers since the late eighteenth century and discuss the concept of verse and prose rhythm in relation to linguistic and metrical patterns.  
The discussion of German Romanticism (and its critical reaction to Classicism) will focus on lyric poetry as well as some theoretical texts (by Novalis, Brentano, Eichendorff, Schlegel, etc.). This will be followed by a discussion of some “anti-Romantic” satirical poems as well as a transition to so-called “Poetic Realism” and Realism in both poetry and prose. Our discussion of late nineteenth century German Naturalism will focus primarily on drama.  

Required Texts:

Echtermeyer/Paefgen, Editors: Deutsche Gedichte (in UA bookstore)

Gottfried Keller, Sieben Legenden (on order)

Gerhart Hauptmann, Vor Sonnenaufgang (on order)

Arthur Schnitzler, Reigen. Liebelei (on order)
Juergen Schutte, Ed. Die Berliner Moderne (on order)

Thomas Mann, Der Tod in Venedig und andere Erzaehlungen (in UA bookstore)

Optional Texts:
Christian Wagenknecht, Deutsche Metrik (in UA bookstore)

Alfred Behrmann, Einfuehrung in die Analyse von Prosatexten (in UA bookstore)

Alfred Behrmann, Einfuehrung in die Analyse von Verstexten (on order)

Helmut Brackert, Literwissenschaft: Ein Grundkurs (in UA bookstore)

Requirements:
(1) Three oral presentations (Referate) on specific topics covered in the course.  These presentations may include textual analysis, literary interpretations, discussion of theoretical issues and secondary literature, relationship of the literary works to their social and historical context, etc.

(2) Active participation in class discussions and activities (including some research

assignments in the library and on the internet)
(3) Research Paper (15-20 pages, due on December 9) on one of the course topics. 
During the last 2-3 weeks of the semester you will be asked to present a brief progress report on your research for this paper.

Semester Grade:

Three oral presentations:
33 1/3 %

Class discussions:

33 1/3 %

Research paper:

33 1/3 %

Syllabus:
Topic I: German Poetry
First Week:

Introduction




Handout: Deutsche Verskunst
Second Week:

Deutsche Gedichte: Novalis, Brentano, Eichendorff




Handout: Schlegel, Novalis

Third Week:

Deutsche Gedichte: Moerike, Heine, Droste-Huelshoff

Fourth Week:

Deutsche Gedichte: Storm, Keller, C.F. Meyer

Fifth Week:

Deutsche Gedichte: Fontane, Holz, Morgenstern

Sixth Week:

Deutsche Gedichte: George, Hofmannsthal, Rilke

Seventh Week:
Quiz on Deutsche Verskunst

Deutsche Gedichte:  Trakl, Brecht

Topic II: Narrative Prose and Drama:

Eighth Week:

Gottfried Keller, Sieben Legenden

Ninth Week:

Gerhart Hauptmann, Vor Sonnenaufgang

Tenth Week:

Readings from Die Berliner Moderne

Eleventh Week:
Arthur Schnitzler, Reigen and Liebelei

Twelfth Week:
Thomas Mann, Tristan




Readings from Die Berliner Moderne

Thirteenth Week:
Thomas Mann, Der Tod in Venedig




Film: Die Manns (excerpts)
Fourteenth to 

Progress Reports (Research Paper)
Sixteenth Weeks:
Early German Cabaret during the Wilhelmine Empire (Texts on handouts)

Readings: Chisholm, Die Anfaenge des literarisch-politischen Kabaretts in Deutschland; Selections from Die Berliner Moderne
