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Description

Social Structure and Organizations Revisited brings 
together original empirical research and thematic 
commentaries by recognized scholars in the service of charting out new 
research directions for politically-inflected studies of organizational and 
institutional change. The chapters give practical voice to the theoretical 
questions and research designs of an emerging agenda for organization theory 
that engages questions about broader social structure and organizations with 
new theory in cultural analysis, stratification, and entrepreneurship. The cases 
include historical studies of the evolution of the fire insurance industry in the 
nineteenth century, studies of the organizational vitality of contemporary 
evangelical Protestantism, the emergence of gay and lesbian identity 
organizations, challenges in the institutional structuring of the mutual fund 
industry the post-Soviet Russia, stratification and status organizing processes 
in entrepreneurial organizations, studies of social movements and 
organizations, both external to and inside of organizations. 

The theme of the volume is inspired by a seminal paper in the field of 
organizational sociology by Arthur L. Stinchcombe called Social Structure and 
Organizations. It is a very widely cited paper and the citations have been rapidly 
increasing since the 1980s. We consider that while that 1965 paper is incredibly 
popular, it has been underappreciated and narrowly interpreted. We argue that 
there is a new research community that is coming together that aims to explore 
the broader agenda that Stinchcombe laid out in 1965. The papers in the 
volume are an expression of the new research community, providing research 
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exemplars of where the field of organizational sociology is heading. 
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